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D
akota Lynch was born on 

Father�s Day in 1993 in a 

small town called Sum-

mersville in Missouri.

�This was the sort of 

town where you could get on your 

bike and ride up to the local grocery 

store and get a gallon of milk and 

ride home with it on your handlebars 

and everything was fi ne,” he told the 
Compelled Podcast. 

However, Father’s Day was any-
thing but celebratory for Dakota. 

At 10 years old, he was told that the 
man he thought of as his father was 

not his biological father. 

“He was the only father fi gure I’d 
ever had or known. So that came as 

quite a surprise,” he said. 
“I’m thinking, whoever my dad is, 

he must not want to be involved in 

my life. That was a painful thing for 

me to consider.”
To make matters worse, his 

mother and stepfather had a tumul-

tuous marriage. 

“I defi nitely grew up in a home 
where there was constant tension. I 
felt like we were constantly walking 

on eggshells because we knew that if 

you forgot to do a chore, if you said 
something the wrong way, or if you 
didn�t do whatever [my stepfather] 

thought you were supposed to do, it 
was going to be a big scene.”

When Dakota was 14, his step-
father was caught hav-

ing an affair. Things 

got worse after that as 

tensions rose and argu-

ments got more heated. 

�There were times 

when my arm had 

bruises with the shape 

of his hand because 

he would throw you 

against the wall or onto 

the fl oor,” he recalled. 
“I feel like I may have gotten a 

little bit more than my fair share 

of that in the sense that he wasn�t 

my dad.”
One night, things became increas-

ingly tense. �He just looked at us 

very ominously. You could tell there 

was something strange going on in 

his mind. He was very unstable.”
His mum instructed Dakota and 

his sister to wait in the car as she 

discreetly went to get the car keys. 

�We really felt like God prompted 

us in the middle of that night to just 

THE FATHER I 
NEVER KNEW
After growing up without the father he longed for, Dakota Lynch 
discovered that fatherhood, forgiveness and faith could rewrite his story.

fl ee.” They moved in with Dakota’s 
grandmother and crammed into a 

single room in the basement. 

“My father fi gure was a terrible 
person who abused me. 

“I wished I had a father who would 
take me fi shing, who would play 
catch with me.  

“But as hard as that was, this was 
also when God began to heal our 

hearts.”
Dakota�s mother was 

a Christian who had 

raised her children in 

the faith, despite consist-
ent antagonism from his 

stepfather. 

�She wove in the Gos-

pel [the good news that 

we can be forgiven of our 

sins by believing in the 

death and resurrection 

of Jesus] in terms of how she raised 

me and my sister, and she took us to 
church regularly.”

But now, free from his stepfather, 
Dakota was able to freely grow in his 

Christian faith and discover God as 

his heavenly Father. 

“I remember kneeling at my 
bedside and realising, I don’t have 
an earthly father anymore. I guess 
I never really had an earthly father, 
but I have a heavenly Father. 

W
hen Jackie Darby was a baby, she was found abandoned in 
a rubbish dump in post-war Korea with rats biting at her 

naked body. Rescued by a nurse, she was brought to an 
American-run orphanage where she started her new life 

and was later adopted by an American family who had fi ve 
children of their own. 

But despite growing up in a loving family, Jackie shared that life was 
not easy. 

“To their credit, my parents loved 
me. They showed me unconditional 

love,” she told the Time For Forgive-
ness Show.

“[But] I struggled greatly with my 
identity and worth mainly because I 
heard the story from as long as I can 
remember that I was abandoned in 
the garbage dump.

�My parents saw the story as a 

huge blessing but from my perspec-

tive I did not see it as a good thing.”
Despite knowing that her parents 

loved her, Jackie couldn’t help but 
feel inferior every time she heard 

the story of how she was abandoned.

“I was so embarrassed of my story but I never expressed it to my parents 
because I didn’t want to come across as ungrateful.”

Growing up in a predominantly white rural community just outside of 

Chicago, Jackie felt like an outsider.
“I always felt like I was the only ethnic child growing up there,” she 

recalled.

Though she was raised in a Christian family who held nightly devotions 

and attended church regularly, she didn’t accept Jesus into her heart. 
�My parents were very consistent about teaching me about the Lord 

but I did not allow the Lord to come into my 
life. I rejected Him.”

However, things came to a pivotal turn 
when Jackie was 22. 

“I felt like I was in one of the darkest 
times of my life.”

While on a one-way plane ride to 

Florida, Jackie said a life-changing 
prayer. 

“I didn’t even realise what I was say-
ing but out of desperation, I said, ‘God, 

if You are real and if You�re the God 

I’ve heard of my whole life, please 
come in and take over my life.�

�That was when my journey 

with the Lord began.”
After surrendering her 

life to Jesus, Jackie began 
to experience healing from 
her emotional wounds 

which she had learned to 

hide deep in her heart. 

“I was able to begin 
dealing with [my feelings 

of inferiority] and God 

was able to begin bringing 

healing into my heart and 

my life.”
However, Jackie shared 

that the experience on the 
plane wasn�t �magical and things 

didn’t change overnight”. Instead, 
she said that over the years, God 
brought people into her life.
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Left to die in a 
rubbish dump

Jackie’s photograph from the 

orphanage in Korea.

Jackie Darby turned her painful 

past into a message of hope 

and healing.  Turn to page 2

Dakota Lynch with his biological father, reunited after 31 years apart.
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6 Joke; prank 

7 In poor health 

8  Scru� y person/

animal 

9  Cargo ship’s 

capacity 
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Coffee Break CROSSWORD & SUDOKU

ACROSS

1 Done sleeping 

6 A present 

10 Local taxes 

11 Metal mix 

12 Stream 

13 Scottish lowland 

14 Pen part 

16 Aardvark’s morsel 

18 A long way 

21 Unruly crowd 

23 Chocolate unit 

24 Mine � nd 

25 Half and half 

26 “That was so long ___” 

27 “___ show time!” 

28 Overhead light 

29 Catch an illness 

30 On � re 

31 Stitch up 

33 Lounge on it 

36 Paddock, meadow 

40 Watch fastener 

41 Outer’s opposite 

42 Email folder heading 

43 President Roosevelt! 

DOWN

1 Circle segment 

2 Combat 

3 Devoured 

4 Sharp; eager 

5 Inuit people 

5 1 3 4

7 4 9

1 7

3 6 1 7

7 1 9 8

4 8

2 3 4

1 2 6 3

15  Extra wages 

payment 

17 Riding pace 

18  Wrap in a 

kitchen 

19  Sculptors, 

painters, etc 

20  Do museum work 

22 Charity event 

32 Vintner’s product 

34 Summer cooler 

35 Very relevant 

37 Finish 

38 Was in front 

39 Not at all wet 
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Answers to tough Answers to tough 

questions about Godquestions about God

FEELINGS ARE FUNNY things – which I’ll get to in a 

moment. But � rst, perhaps you have simply got hold of the 

wrong end of the stick.

Could it be you are one of many who think what makes 

someone a follower of Jesus is the things they do. That 

what gets you on God’s team is simply behaving like the 

rest of the ‘players’. If only!

There’s a football team I’m passionate about. I have the strip, turn up at the 

games, sing the songs, know the tactics. But, when it comes to actually being 

a member of the team, I’m no more than an enthusiastic outsider.

What’s needed to change my status is obvious. It would take the manager 

to say “yes” to me and for me to say “yes” to him. Sure, this would be 

expressed by way of a contract. But it is essentially about our relationship – 

an agreement between us, not a set of actions which are what comes next. 

Of course this is great news. Because it means I’m still going to be part of 

the squad even if I hit a bad patch, pull a hamstring, get sent o� , or score 

a horrendous own goal or six. I’m on board – but not as the result of my 

behaviour. Rather, my behaviour follows my becoming part of the squad.

In the world of football that is easy to understand. In the world of faith it 

is much harder. That’s because we have to get our head round the fact that 

God � rst o� ers us a relationship – that of trusting Him and becoming His 

child. And that it is from there we start to do the things we believe would 

please Him and not the other way round.

So perhaps the reason you don’t ‘feel’ like a Christian is you are not yet 

on the squad. You’ve never actually said “yes” to God – doing so by trusting 

Jesus to forgive your past and come into your life to live through you in the 

future. Which brings me back to that issue of ‘feelings’. Has your heart ever 

leaped on coming face-to-face with a set of rules or expectations? I hope 

not. But what about when being o� ered a relationship – anything from a 

glimpse across a crowded room to an “I love you”? Now that’s another story. ●
Peter Meadows co-authored (with Joseph Steinberg) The Book of Y, the basis 

for the eight week Y Course that explores life’s biggest questions.

QUESTION: I DON'T FEEL LIKE A CHRISTIAN, EVEN 

THOUGH I GO TO CHURCH, SAY MY 

PRAYERS AND SO ON. HOW COME?

Did you know? Challenge – The Good News Paper
shares real stories of hope, transformation, and 

faith in multiple languages and special 
editions. Whether you’d like to read in 
Afrikaans, Spanish, or explore powerful 
stories from those in prison or the 
military, you can � nd it all online at 
challenge.news.

Read Challenge News online!
Did you know? 
shares real stories of hope, transformation, and 

Read Challenge News online!

Ask Y:Ask Y:

 From page 1

EVERY YEAR ON the � rst Sunday 

of September, Australians take 

a moment to celebrate the men 

who raised them. Breakfast might 

be a little more elaborate than 

usual, the phone rings more than 

it normally would, and hardware 

stores enjoy one of their busiest 

weekends of the year. 

Where it all began

The idea of honouring fathers is 

ancient. Many cultures throughout 

history have 

recognised 

paternal 

� gures in 

their festivals 

and religious 

observances, 

but the modern Father’s Day 

celebration has a more recent and 

distinctly personal origin.

The driving force behind it was 

a woman named Sonora Smart 

Dodd from Spokane, Washington. 

In 1909, while sitting in church 

listening to a Mother’s Day 

sermon, she was struck by a simple 

thought: if mothers deserved a day 

of recognition, why not fathers? 

Sonora had been raised almost 

entirely by her own father, a Civil 

War veteran who was widowed 

young and chose to raise his six 

children alone on a farm rather 

than send them away. She wanted 

the world to know that kind 

of quiet, sacri� cial fatherhood 

deserved celebrating too.

Her campaign gained local 

support, and Spokane held its � rst 

Father’s Day celebration on June 

19, 1910. It took decades, however, 

for the idea to gain national 

traction in the United States. It was 

endorsed by the president in 1924, 

but it was not until 1972 that it was 

signed into law as a permanent 

national holiday.

Rather than following the 

American June date, Australia 

observes Father’s Day on the � rst 

Sunday of September. 

For many families, it is a day 

tinged with complexity. Not 

every person has had a present or 

positive father � gure. For some, 

the day brings grief – a reminder 

of a dad who has passed, or a 

relationship that was painful or 

absent. That complexity points to 

how deeply we are wired to long 

for fatherly love.

A deeper kind of fatherhood

The Bible speaks to this 

directly. In Luke 15, Jesus tells the 

story of a son who demands his 

inheritance early, leaves home, 

wastes everything, and ends up 

destitute. When he � nally comes to 

his senses and turns for home, his 

father – who has been watching 

and waiting – sees him while 

he is still a long way o� , runs to 

meet him, and throws a party to 

celebrate his return. He didn’t 

lecture him, he just welcomed him.

That father in the parable is a 

portrait of God Himself. The Gospel 

message is not that we need to 

clean ourselves up before God will 

accept us – it is that the Father 

is already running towards us. 

This Father’s Day, however your 

relationship with your own dad 

looks, that is the fatherhood every 

human heart is searching for. And 

the extraordinary news is that it 

is freely available to all who turn 

towards home. ●

�Part of the healing process was the 

local church. He knew that I needed to 

hear their wisdom which helped guide 

me along the way.�

Once, while at Bible study, Jackie 

felt a prompting from the Lord to for-

give her birth mother. 

�I always blamed her for abandoning 

me in the garbage.�

That night, she approached her pas-

tor�s wife. 

�I said, �I don�t even know how to 

forgive somebody I�ve never met.� 

�I don�t know anything about her but 

I always blamed her. I feel like I have 

such unforgiveness and anger in my 

heart towards her.� 

The pastor�s wife led Jackie in prayer to forgive. �That night I was able 

to forgive my birth mum and a huge weight was taken off  my shoulders.”
Today, Jackie and her husband share the message of Jesus Christ in 

Guatemala, where she uses her own story to reach out to adult adoptees 

and help them heal and forgive. 

Jackie is also the co-author of the bilingual children�s book, Whose Am 

I? The Truth About Your Worth and Identity in Christ. It�s a book that 

appeared in a dream more than 30 years ago but it wasn�t until in 2024 

that it got published by Harper Collins Christian Publishing. 

�God was just putting it in my heart to share my story so others like me 

can understand that healing is a process and to have somebody that they 

can identify with,� she told the Christian Post.

�My husband, occasionally, would bring up the book and say, �What about 

the book? How are you going to know if it�s a God dream if you don�t put 

your faith into action?��

Looking back, she is thankful for her adoptive parents for telling her 

the truth which enabled her to express her own feelings later in life. She 

hopes her book will help other parents to have frank conversations with 

their own adopted children. 

Jackie shared Psalm 139:16 on her Instagram profi le, which says, “Your 

eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written 

in Your book before one of them came to be.�

Find out more about her book at whoseami.org. ●

Left to die in a 
rubbish dump

�And so for the 

fi rst time in my life, I 
was able to lean into 

my walk with God 

in a way that trans-

formed me, and all of 

this healing began to 

happen in my heart 

because I was able to 

see that what I don�t 

have is an earthly 

father, but what I 

do have is a perfect 

heavenly Father.�

But Dakota�s story 

would continue in fatherhood. After 

fi ve years of struggling with infertil-
ity, his wife got pregnant and gave 

birth to a boy.

�The tears came so quickly, because 

I never had a father, but now I�m 

about to have a son, and I�m going to 

get to be the father that I never had.�

This became a catalyst for Dakota 

to fi nally ask his mother about his 
biological father. 

It turned out that his mother was 

engaged and got pregnant when she 

was 18, but decided to break off  the 
engagement. 

�And after 31 years of trying to 

pretend like I didn�t 

have a dad and just 

trying to live as if this 

man doesn�t exist, 

I am looking at a 

picture of someone 

who looks an awful 

lot like me. And I see 

his name right there 

in front of me. And I 

knew � that�s my dad. 

I found him.�

Eventually, Dakota 

got in touch with his 

biological father and 

they were reunited.

�My dad brought a 

ball glove � one for each of us actu-

ally � and we went to the park and for 

the fi rst time in my life I got to play 
catch with my dad.

�God used those formative years 

when I didn�t have an earthly father 

to teach me things that will be with 

me for the rest of my life.

“Life’s going to be diffi  cult, and yet 
He�s good. All of His plans are good, 

and none of the pain that He allows 

us to walk through is ever wasted.� 

 ●
This story was adapted from the Compelled 

Podcast and published with kind permis-
sion. To listen to it and other stories, visit                     

compelledpodcast.com.

THE FATHER I NEVER KNEWTHE FATHER I NEVER KNEW

Dakota as a child.

 From page 1

Jackie with her husband, Randall.

What is Father’s 
Day all about?

their festivals 

and religious 

observances, 
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“
 _______

My life 
was really 
a house 
of cards.
________

”

Finance and logistics 
administrator

WORK WITH US!

Part-time (Perth)

Challenge News seeks a 
skilled � nance and logistics 

administrator (2–3 days/week) 
to manage � nances, oversee 

subscriptions, and coordinate 
monthly paper distribution with 

volunteers.

Skills: Accounting experience 
(Reckon preferred), O�  ce365, 

database management. Charity 
experience a plus.

To apply, send a CV and 
cover letter to John Palandri 
(john@challengenews.org) 

or Len Lawrence (accounts@
challengenews.org).

Ten reasons to think 
about Christianity

IF SOMEONE SAID he had a theory that elephants evolved from prehistoric 

� ying pigs, we might want to see their evidence before accepting it as fact. If 

they said they’d found no evidence or the evidence was missing, it would take 

a great step of faith to believe their theory.

Evolution is a belief that in the beginning there was nothing – the nothing 

exploded and gradually created everything. 

It would seem the world’s greatest faith is placed in evolution and its 

ever-changing theories. Yet generally unbeknown to the believing public, no 

palaeontologist has presented any supportable evidence of the problematic 

transition from one species to another, especially when considering more 

than 250,000 di� erent fossil species have been found to date. 

The link between man and ape remains missing. All supposed links 

between dinosaurs and birds have been refuted by experts in the � eld as un� t 

candidates. 

To date, no one has witnessed any lifeless chemicals arranging themselves 

into complex information-bearing bio-molecules needed for life. The odds 

of just one single protein molecule (in all its mathematical complexity) being 

arranged by chance has been calculated at 1 in 100 000 000 000 000 000 

000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 

000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 

000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000. However, 239 protein 

molecules are needed for the smallest theoretical life.

It is ironic that many people refute beliefs of Christianity on the basis of 

lack of supportable evidence, but happily turn to ‘theories’ of evolution, never 

once questioning – where is the evidence?

Still, many people object to the idea of God, thinking that such a belief 

is not scienti� c. You may be surprised how many well-known, respected 

scientists (both past and present) conclude that there is an ingenious Creator 

behind creation and have strong Christian views.  

Romans 1:20 states: “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities 

– His eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood 

from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.” ●
Check out next month’s Challenge News for reason four: Life is more than the physi-

cal. Text and illustrations by Ian Coate of freechristianillustrations.com.

Reason 3: It takes more faith to believe in 

evolution than in God

Did all of creation create itself? Is there a God? Do I have a soul? Is there life 

after death? Is there a true purpose and meaning to life?

These 10 reasons to consider Christianity are simple illustrations to give 

Biblical answers to life’s big questions. We hope they get you thinking and 

start you on an incredible journey.

Without evidence � it takes faith to believe a theory.

BY JANICE TEO

C
all him the fabulous bakers� 

boy because that�s what he was. 

Robert Lee was fabulous on the 

athletic track, the soccer pitch, 

basically anything that required 

sports gear.

By his own reckoning, he won 

around 90 percent of competitions at 

school. Sport gave Robert a presence 

he never had at home. At home, the 

77-year-old told Challenge News, he 

felt all but invisible.

He grew up in England, where his 

parents were bakers and ran a busy, 

physically demanding business. His 

mother would come to watch him 

play sometimes, but his achieve-

ments went largely unnoticed.

Sport became about more than 

winning trophies; it became his ref-

uge, his purpose and identity.

He excelled at soccer and played 

for league and club teams. When his 

family immigrated to Perth when 

he was 20, he started again � new 

country, same results. 

The soccer club he joined won 

Perth�s Premier League in his second 

season and Robert was the state�s 

top scorer. There were competitions 

in Malaysia and Thailand, where 

the team was feted and fussed over, 

treated to dinners and golf games. 

There was prestige, a sense of status. 

It felt good.

The only trouble was that it was 

all a façade. 

Behind the success was emptiness. 

All the highs were temporary. Off  
the fi eld, Robert was unable to make 
real emotional connections and that 

sabotaged both his marriages and 

other relationships.

When he was in his late 30s, Robert 

Behind the winner’s smileBehind the winner’s smile
had a work accident. While working 

as a postman, a drunk driver pulled 

out in front of him. Robert collided 

with the car and was thrown off  his 
motorbike. 

The accident left him paralysed for 

two days and needing rehabilitation 

for two years. 

It was during this time that his fi rst 
marriage collapsed. His wife left him 

and took the house, the car and the 

children. 

Robert, then 38, attempted suicide 

twice. �I had lost everything and 

I couldn�t speak to anybody � not 

friends, not family � so I felt there 

was no reason to live,� he shared.

It was after the second suicide 

attempt that Robert sought divine 

help. �I prayed, �Please, if there�s a 

God up there, help me. Help me to 

fi nd out who You are and why I am 
the way I am.� From that point on my 

life changed.�

Robert entered therapy and pur-

sued self-development. �That helped 

me fi nd out a lot of things about 
myself and about how my relation-

ship with my parents moulded me.

�Because they had always been so 

busy I felt like they didn�t love me 

and I became a very isolated child. 

I felt I didn�t matter. But I hid my 

pain and just lied and pretended 

everything was okay.

�But my life was really a house 

of cards. My life wasn�t working 

because I was living a lie and I 

couldn�t share my problems or be 

honest with anyone.�

He tried spirituality, explor-

ing Buddhism, reading 

the Koran and the Torah. 

He also joined an Indian 

religious group and made 

regular trips to India for 

10 years.

�But  I  fe l t  nei ther 

Mohammad nor Buddha 

had actually met God. They 

were just good teachers � I 

wanted to connect with God 

Himself.�

About four years ago, he 

was speaking to a Christian friend 

and peppered her with questions 

about her God.

Robert was intensely interested in 

Jesus, the Son of God � but couldn�t 

wrap his head around the fact that 

the Bible taught Jesus was fully 

God and fully man.

�I just didn�t know how 

that could be possible so 

I decided I would go to 

church to fi nd out for 
myself.�

A visit to a local 

church followed. 

At fi rst Robert felt terribly uneasy 
as the congregation sang songs about 

Jesus.

�I still didn�t understand the God 

connection to Jesus, and for a whole 

year I would swap the word �God� 

for the name �Jesus� when we sang 

songs,� Robert said.

�I still thought Jesus 

was just a man and I 

wanted to worship God. 

I�d come out of a cult 

where men were idolised 

and I didn�t want to fall 

into the same trap.�

Robert was deter-

mined to find out the 

truth.  He attended 

church Bible studies and 

said �the more I learned 

about Jesus the more I 

saw that no human being could ever 

be perfect like He was. He was fl aw-
less. No normal man could be like 

Him, not in a million years.�

The final piece of the puzzle 

dropped into place when someone 

shared about how Jesus died and 

rose from the dead to pay the price for 

mankind�s sins and grant us forgive-

ness. This was Robert�s proverbial 

light-bulb moment. 

�None of the other prophets or 

teachers I�d studied died for man-

kind, or rose from the dead. Only 

Jesus. Only Jesus sacrifi ced His life 
for us. I fi nally saw the truth and I 
confessed that He was Lord.

�Suddenly I found myself able to 

say the name of Jesus when we sang 

at church. I found myself praying to 

Jesus and not just to God. I didn�t 

feel uncomfortable worshipping Him 

anymore because I knew in my heart 

that Jesus was truly God.

�I used to drive myself crazy trying 

to plan my life myself, but I made all 

the wrong decisions. Then two years 

ago God said to me: ‘You can’t do this 
yourself. I am here for you.� 

�And immediately it was like this 

huge burden fell off  me. It felt so 
wonderful and liberating. So freeing.�

Today, four years later, Robert 

describes what life as a Christian is 

like – “Finding God feels like fi nding 
the father I never had.”  ●

LEFT: Robert Lee with one of his many trophies. 

RIGHT: Robert during his school sporting days.

Robert Lee today, 

looking back on a 

career � lled with 

trophies and a personal 

search for meaning.

God and fully man.

�I just didn�t know how 

that could be possible so 

I decided I would go to 

church to fi nd out for 
myself.�

A visit to a local 

church followed. 



4 Challenge  • Edition 504

David Harper has appeared as an 

antiques expert in a number of 

television shows and now has an 

interactive antiques game show on 

YouTube called Getting It Right!

IN 2015, AN annual survey of Australians discovered 

high levels of stress, depression and anxiety. What 

was concerning was that this was more negative 

than the years before. They had uncovered a new 

phenomenon they called “FOMO” – which stands for 

the Fear Of Missing Out. This is still something people 

struggle with today!

This fear is exacerbated by the amount of social 

media everyone consumes on a daily basis. People 

are watching sanitised versions of all their friends’ 

lives and worry that they are not doing as well as they 

should. Their lives may be very positive but the “Fear 

Of Missing Out” is robbing them of joy in the moment.

In the Bible, the apostle Paul wrote to his friends 

at Philippi and said he’d found the “secret of 

contentment” (Phil 4:12). For him, it was found in a 

life following Jesus and � nding joy in whatever you 

have – “whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 

plenty or in want”. ●

Fear of missing out

NUDGE
WITH KARL FAASE

NUDGE

Hetti Harper documents her 

journey from involvement in 

spiritualism and the occult 

to faith in Jesus Christ. She 

refl ects on the experiences and 
events that led to her conver-

sion, deliverance, and the last-

ing impact this transformation 

has had on her life and family.

A
fter living for more than half of 

my life under the weight of try-

ing to fi nd some mental relief 
in all the wrong (and darkest) 

places, in 2023 I found myself on my 
knees on a cold bathroom fl oor asking 
the God I didn’t believe in to either 
take my life or give me the relief I 
sought. In His mercy, He answered.

In the years running up to my 
radical salvation, I had become enam-
oured with spiritualism – mental and 
physical mediumship, ancient spirit 
guides, energy healing and remote 
viewing. I had experienced a strange 
and uncontrollable “spiritual awaken-
ing� that quickly opened me up to the 

spirit realm without ceasing and I felt 
a deep pull to walk into what felt like 

a calling.
During the COVID lockdowns I 

would sit for several hours 
a day in a meditative state, 
astral projecting and leav-
ing my body to go into the 
spirit and interacting and 
communicating with entities 
with information about my 
ancestry line, personal rela-
tionships and the universe 
itself. I felt like I had control 
for the fi rst time in my life, 
but it didn’t last long.

A couple of years later, I 
found myself caught up in the more 
overt side of the occult, suddenly 
encountering spirits even I knew to 
be evil and my false world where spir-
itualism was safe began to crumble. 

I could no longer go into the spirit 
without being severely attacked, I 
could no longer sleep without being 
spiritually attacked and I could no 
longer function. I was in constant 
mental, physical and spiritual tor-
ment and I knew I needed to get out 
but on this side of spirituality, there 
is no way out.

My “spirit guides” couldn’t help me, 
my dead relatives couldn’t help me, 
the spiritualist community couldn’t 
help me because there is no light to 
be found in any of it. 

There is no good and only evil 
there. I wasn’t going to fi nd 
God there. After many 3am 
visits to my bathroom, with 
the room spinning, I discov-
ered that the only thing that 

lessened the agony I was in 
was kneeling on the fl oor. 

This was where I found 
myself most nights, crying 
out in the spirit for help, 
until one day I felt the 
urge to cry out to God 

and I made my very fi rst 
prayer.

Several months later, 
a close friend out of the 
blue told me about the 
Christian principle of 
deliverance [God free-

ing people from the power of sin, 
darkness, and spiritual bondage] and 
the door to fi nding out who Jesus is 
began to slowly open. 

Suddenly everywhere I turned I 
was encountering more and more 
information about Jesus Christ and 
the God of the Bible and the truth 
of who Jesus was and is. I watched 
pastors online talking about medium-
ship and divination and how it was 
an abomination to the Lord, about 
Jesus casting out demons in the New 
Testament and how He had defeated 
death on the cross.

Every time I heard His name, I felt 
spiritual power like I had never expe-
rienced, I felt the fear and hatred the 
unclean spirits in me had for Jesus. 

Hearing about Him, I felt true 
hope for the fi rst time in my life and 
I began experiencing deep moments 
of unimaginable joy as I encountered 
the Holy Spirit. I knew that this was 
the freedom I needed and I suddenly 
knew that Jesus had always been the 
only way to freedom. 

I began to pray and speak to Jesus 
and I began hearing God’s voice 
calling me towards Him day by day. 
I found a small Pentecostal church 

which also had a deliverance 
ministry and after a power-
ful prophetic word from my 

now close friend that fi rst 
Sunday, I publicly gave my 
life to Jesus and I have never 
looked back. 

I received my deliverance, 
I got baptised [a public 
expression of faith in Jesus, 
symbolising a believer’s new 
life in Him and their identifi -
cation with His death, burial, 

and resurrection] – I even stopped 
smoking overnight! It has been the 
most beautiful few years of my life 
and I am so grateful I get to fall in love 
with Jesus more and more. His love 
has been so healing that it’s hard to 
even comprehend what life was like 
before I met Him.

I now have the privilege of writing 
music about my love for Jesus and 
what He’s done and I have been able 
to watch my dad have a supernatural 
encounter with the Holy Spirit just 
these last few months, after seeing the 
complete transformation God made 
in my life. My entire family line has 
been irrevocably changed by and for 
His glory. ●

Hetti Harper is a Christian 
rock and worship artist 

releasing under 
the monikers 

Ti� any Twisted 
and Qavah. 

BBC TV antiques expert David Harper had 
never considered Christianity, but when faith 

transformed his daughter�s life he began an 

investigation of his own. He told Chris Rolfe, 

from Elim Pentecostal Church, his story.

B
efore my daughter Hetti [see “Give me peace or 
let me die”, right] became a born-again Christian 
just over two years ago, we lived in constant fear 
for her. She’s a singer-songwriter in London, and 

for several years had been involved with the heavy rock 
scene, making very dark music.

She became deeply depressed while experimenting 
with spiritualism and although doctors tried to help 
her with therapy and antidepressants, nothing worked.

We were constantly terrifi ed about what might hap-
pen next. Never did we expect that she’d fi nd Jesus.

Someone suggested praying, so Hetti prayed in des-
peration that Jesus would either let her die or save her. 
He saved her, and the change I witnessed in her was 
remarkable. She is a completely new person.

I saw in her a light, a joy and a purpose which I grate-
fully, if nervously, monitored for over a year. It was an 
immense relief to witness her continued and growing 
happiness. I was worried all this joy was just a phase. 
It wasn’t.

I’ll admit this watching period was a time to look for 
faults in her Christian belief system; for reasons for me 
not to believe and for the honeymoon period to end.

It didn’t, so in December 2024 I decided to research 
what had transformed her. I’d look at Christianity 
without bias and investigate it from the very beginning. 
Nothing academic, just an ordinary inquisitive layman 
looking for answers.

I was, and had always been, a confused agnostic. I’d 

There is no good and only evil 
there. I wasn’t going to fi nd 
God there. After many 3am 
visits to my bathroom, with 
the room spinning, I discov-
ered that the only thing that 

lessened the agony I was in 
was kneeling on the fl oor. 

This was where I found 
myself most nights, crying 
out in the spirit for help, 
until one day I felt the 
urge to cry out to God 

and I made my very fi rst 

Several months later, 
a close friend out of the 
blue told me about the 
Christian principle of 
deliverance [God free-

Hetti Harper is a Christian 
rock and worship artist 

releasing under 
the monikers 

Ti� any Twisted 
and Qavah. 

Give me peace 
or let me die

CONFUSED NO MORECONFUSED NO MORE

Hetti Harper. Photo: 

YouTube/Sarah 

Holloway.

looked at many belief systems over the decades without 
fi nding any satisfying.

For the past few years I’d been reading Stoic philoso-
phy. I relished it, but as I experienced Hetti’s transfor-
mation I realised very quickly that it wasn’t enough; 
it didn’t answer any of the big questions around the 
purpose for life in the way that her Christian faith did.

I’d never really looked at Christianity before. As I 
began my research I thought it might take a few hours 
of internet browsing, but I immediately found myself 
diving into cavernous rabbit holes of information that 
I’d never heard or seen before.

My research started with the Big Bang and covered 
everything from evolution, evidence for the soul, near-
death experiences, the life of Jesus, the resurrection 
and the eff ects of the Holy Spirit. I also began reading 
the Bible for the fi rst time and started praying (on the 
advice of my daughter!).

Eleven months later (working on it every day and at 
the expense of all my other work) I emerged a somewhat 
bemused, but surprisingly happier person… a born-
again Christian!

I came to the conclusion fi rstly that God exists and 
later that Christianity is true. Jesus is real and the 
resurrection is a historical fact. But this was only going 
on in my brain. I felt nothing in my soul. Then a month 
or so later I began to experience some spiritual and 
highly emotional shifts, which came from nowhere and 
stopped me in my tracks.

I’d have a feeling of joy, a sense that I’d remembered 
something important but didn’t know what it was, or 
I’d just come up with a great idea, but also didn’t know 
what it was! I began to feel emotional like I’d never felt 
before. My general mood was noticeably lifted and I 
developed a defi nite spring in my step.

Then a few weeks later something hit me like a steam 
train. I’d amassed a huge amount of evidence for Chris-
tianity but after watching a video of Dr John Lennox 
discussing the incredible changes he’d seen in people 
once they’d found Jesus I realised I’d overlooked the 
evidence that was shining me in the face: Jesus had 
transformed my daughter.

In that moment, I experienced what I describe as an 
18-inch drop. This is when the belief I held in my head 
fell 18 inches into my heart and became an all-knowing 
and loving sensation in my soul that God is real. I felt 
it in every fi bre of my body. I thanked God for saving 
my daughter.

Becoming a Christian is without doubt the best thing 
I’ve ever done! I’ve found purpose, joy and meaning, the 
like I’ve never felt before.

I’ll continue my TV work – the new series of Antiques 

Road Trip has started and I’m also presenting BBC 

Bargain Hunt – but my primary focus and passion from 
now on will be talking about God… antiques will come 
second! Having a church community is very important; 
talking to people about God, the Bible and exploring 
faith is absolutely vital.

I realise I’m very new to Christianity, so I certainly 
don’t profess to be any sort of expert on it, but I feel I 
can reach people who are inquisitive about God but 
don’t know where to begin.   ●

David has written a book, titled The God Conundrum: An Easy Guide 
to Life, the Universe and Everything! It is available on Amazon.

“
 _____

His love 
has 
been so 
healing.
_____

”
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David Robertson in the church of Robert Murray McCheyne in St Peters Dundee, 

where he was a minister for 27 years.

A
t midnight on New Year�s Eve 

1978, young Scotsman David 

Robertson looked up at the 

sky and challenged God to 

prove He existed. 

�Show yourself!� the 16-year-old 

cried out to the cold, starry sky above 

the Highland town of Dingwall in 

Scotland.

God declined the invitation. �Noth-

ing happened,� David told the Good 

News Paper. 

And for the next two weeks, noth-

David Robertson gained notoriety when he challenged atheist Richard 
Dawkins’ book The God Delusion. Today, David is a well-known voice on 
social and religious and political issues, reaching over a million readers 
every year and hosting the popular podcast, Quantum of the Wee Flea.

FROM SILENCE TO CERTAINTYFROM SILENCE TO CERTAINTY

ing did. David tried to put his late-

night lament out of his mind, telling 

himself that because there was no 

answer there was obviously no God. 

The problem was that he didn�t 

believe that himself. 

�What a dumb argument that was,� 

he recalled with a smile.

And then unexpectedly, the ground 

began to shift.

It shifted so much that 28 years 

later, in 2006, David found himself 

hitting the headlines when he chal-

lenged the atheist Richard Dawkins.

Dawkins had just published his 

book The God Delusion, in which 

he argues that the existence of a 

supernatural creator has almost zero 

probability of being true.

David wrote an open letter to 

Dawkins, calling his arguments 

intellectually shallow and illogical. 

Dawkins gave an equally blunt retort.  

Their exchanges became so intense 

that Dawkins banned David from his 

website and called him and several 

other Christian authors “fl eas living 
off  a dog’s back.”

But why did David, who two dec-

ades before had doubted God�s exist-

ence, defend Him? 

Because two weeks after he asked 

God to �show Himself� God did 

exactly that.

It began one Sunday morning. 

David got out of bed and announced 

to his younger brother: �Come on... 

we�re going to church.�

At church, he said, �Suddenly it 

became crystal clear. Of course God 

existed. Nothing made sense without 

Him. How could you have a creation 

without the Creator?�

David realised God wasn�t being 

silent; �it was me that wasn�t 

listening.�

He prayed: �If You exist, show me, 

and I�ll serve you the rest of my life.

�And as they were singing a psalm, 

as I heard the waves of the sea out-

side, it just struck me that I was a 

complete idiot.

�Of course God exists. Nothing else 

makes any sense.

�And I knew then, without a 

shadow of a doubt, that the rest of 

my life would be the second part of 

that prayer.�

However, in his circles, he knew 

that becoming a Christian would be 

�social suicide, intel-

lectual damnation and 

almost certainly harm 

my future prospects�. 

Not a comfortable place 

to be in, so he became a 

�secret� Christian.

There was a group 

of students at school 

who attended a lunch-

time prayer meeting, 

despite the inevitable 

jeering and sneering 

from others.

David continued: �In 

a moment that changed my life, one 

of the group turned to me and asked: 

�Do you want to come with us?�

�How my pals laughed. Was I not 

the one who was expert at arguing 

against Christians? Was I not the one 

who led the mocking crowd? 

�For some reason, utterly inex-

plicable to me, I got up and walked 

out the door with the Christians to a 

prayer meeting.�

After prayer time, someone tapped 

David on the shoulder and asked: 

�Are you a Christian?�

�I guess so,� he replied simply.

The group recognised his gift 

for speaking and he was soon its 

foremost speaker in school debates, 

arguing passionately for Christianity.

He was so good the head of the 

English department praised him, say-

ing: �My boy, you almost convinced 

me you really were a Christian!�

David retorted sharply: �Sir... I 

am! And no one will ever say that to 

me again!�

�I knew I was well and truly outed,� 

David said. �I knew I couldn�t be 

a half-way Christian, or a secret 

Christian or a nominal Christian. 

Whatever was to hap-

pen in my future now 

belonged to Christ and 

would follow Him.�

And so it has. David 

became a minister and 

served in several local 

churches.

Seven years ago, he 

was invited to speak at a 

conference in New South 

Wales. 

Soon he was off ered a 
permanent position at a 

church there. He and his 

wife Annabelle felt this was God�s will 

for them, and they have been serving 

in NSW ever since.

David is extremely active across 

several media platforms � he posts 

videos on YouTube, hosts a podcast 

called Beauty for Ashes, writes for 

Christian publications and will soon 

have his own Substack.

Now 64, his supreme passion is 

Jesus Christ.

�To Him I owe everything. I live for 

Him and I serve Him. In Christ alone 

my hope is found.�

David �s  webs i te  i s :  www.

theweefl ea.com – turning Dawkins’ 
insult into a platform for the very God 

Dawkins tries to disprove. ●

David Robertson

“
 __________

If You exist, 
show me, 
and I’ll serve 
You the rest 
of my life.
___________

”
BY DAVID CATCHPOOLE, CMI

HAVE YOU EVER thought that the butter� y, with its 
jerky � uttering � ight, is a ‘primitive’ and ine�  cient � yer? 
After all, its wings don’t look even remotely aerodynamic, 
compared to the beautifully streamlined ‘aerofoil’ wings 
of birds and airplanes.

Indeed, just 10 years ago, conventional laws of 
aerodynamics could not explain how any of the insects 
could � y at all,1 let alone manoeuvre 
so masterfully at low speeds – 
hovering and � ying backwards and 
sideways, in complete control.

In the last decade, however, 
researchers have uncovered a 
variety of ‘unconventional’ ways 
that these gossamer aeronauts 
use their wings to stay aloft.2

For example, one particular 
� apping movement creates 
a spiralling air� ow (vortex) 
along the edges of the wings, 
generating some of the lift 
which ‘conventional steady-
state aerodynamics’ could not account for.3

Now, after � lming red admiral butter� ies � ying in 
a ‘wind tunnel’, researchers have been surprised by a 
whole range of complicated wing movements which 
generate more lift than simple � apping would do: “wake 
capture, two di� erent types of leading-edge vortex, 
active and inactive upstrokes, in addition to the use of 
rotational mechanisms and the Weis-Fogh ‘clap-and-� ing’ 
mechanism.”4 

What is more, the red admirals often used completely 
di� erent mechanisms on successive wing strokes!

So, rather than being ‘primitive’, we now understand 
that butter� ies � utter because they choose each wing 
stroke from a customised armoury of twists, � aps, claps 
and � ings. In the words of the researchers, “the � uttering 
of butter� ies is not a random, erratic wandering, but 
results from the mastery of a wide array of aerodynamic 

mechanisms.”4 No wonder butter� ies are so adept at 

taking o� , manoeuvring, maintaining steady � ight and 

landing.

Aeronautics engineers even desire to copy these 

mechanisms, e.g. for robotic spy ‘insects’,5 but there is still 

a long way to go before they can match the capabilities of 

insect � yers.6

For example, the software design in man-made aircraft 

requires many years of work and powerful computer 

chips for its implementation. 

In contrast, the � ight control centre in the brain of a � y 

has been estimated at about 3,000 neurons, 

which “gives the insect less computational 

power than a toaster, yet insects are more 

agile than aircraft equipped with superfast 

digital electronics.”7 

So how do insects exercise � ight control over 

such a wide range of aerobatic abilities?8 

One commentator observed, “If engineers 

ever understand that, there will be a revolution in 

aeronautics.”7

There is one engineer who understands. He is the One 

who originally put these � ying marvels together in the 

� rst place – the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and the 

earth, and the sea, and all that is in them. ●
This article was � rst published by Creation Ministries and is used with 
kind permission.
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YOU MAY SAY (or have said) you are scarred but God says you 

are healed.

“But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for 

our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on Him, 

and by His wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5)

You may say you are weak, but God says He makes you strong.

“God arms me with strength, and He makes my way perfect.” 

(Psalm 18:32) ●

Do you know who you are?

A
t 17, Tuyet thought 

the quickest way to 

make money was to 

use her body. Having 

been kicked out of home and 

left to fend for herself, she 

turned to prostitution. 

�I didn�t go to an escort 

agency. I didn�t do it lavishly. 

I did it under the table on the 

dodgiest websites,� she told 

Deliverance Down Under. 

Growing up in rural 

Queensland in a Chinese-

Vietnamese family, Tuyet 

felt alienated and alone. 

�There�s not a lot of diver-

sity. There were no other 

Asians in town except for our 

family,� she recounted. 

�I had a cultural identity 

crisis growing up, and I 

experienced a lot of bullying 

and racism and was very isolated.� Tuyet grew up on 

her parents� farm where she would help with chores 

like picking cherry tomatoes. But her parents strug-

gled fi nancially and this led to their marriage breaking 
down. �I had this huge burden and weight on me that 

I needed to save my parents. I felt like I was the cause 

of my parents� separation,� she explained. 

After graduating high school, she was told that she 

had to either help on the farm or leave. 

�I was smart enough to know there was a better way 

to do this, and unfortunately [my father] 

didn�t like my answer.�

When she was kicked out of home, Tuyet 

turned to prostitution to earn a living as 

quickly as possible. “That was my fi rst 
experience of my father abandoning me.�

During her years of working as a pros-

titute, Tuyet was sexually assaulted twice. 

�I was so ashamed from those experi-

ences. I blamed myself. I just pretended like 

they never happened.�

Tuyet eventually left the job and moved to 

London where she could start afresh.

�I changed my name from Tuyet to Sum-

mer and created this whole new identity.

�I was exposed to New Age spirituality, where I 

believed that I was the creator of my own reality. If 

I have control of everything, I can create this whole 

new world � one [where] I didn�t have to associate 

with my past.�

Tuyet got involved in many New Age practices 

including reiki healing, tarot card reading and yoga.  

When she moved back to Australia, she kept her 

name Summer.  �I was too ashamed to go back to my 

Vietnamese name. I felt like this was the identity I had 

now and I had to follow through with it.�

For the next fi ve years, Tuyet started using plant-

Saved from ayahuasca nightmareSaved from ayahuasca nightmare
based hallucinogens such 

as ayahuasca. 

�I would feel like I was 

getting more and more 

spiritual, reaching a higher 

state of consciousness.�

She eventually found her 

own business as a spiritual 

coach. �I felt like I was a 

leader in that space, help-

ing women heal from their 

past because of the trauma 

I had healed from.�

During this time, Tuyet 

met many Christians who 

shared with her about 

Jesus and invited her to 

church. But nothing reso-

nated with her.

�I wasn�t fully convinced 

that Jesus was God.�

Once, Tuyet was at an 

ayahuasca ceremony, try-

ing to get high. But when nothing worked, she decided 

to take more, which turned out to be a mistake. �I went 

into full psychosis.�

Tuyet was plunged into a nightmarish vision she 

said she wouldn�t wish on her worst enemies. She had 

heard in church that the name of Jesus had power. So, 

in desperation, Tuyet shouted, �Jesus is my Lord and 

Saviour!� Then something happened. 

�The light of God came down upon me. The light 

literally blasted away the darkness. Then and there, 

I fi nally gave my heart and life to Jesus 
because I needed a Saviour. I knew from 

that day forward I was a follower of Jesus, 

and I knew that Jesus is God � the true 

living God.�

After that, Tuyet threw out her New Age 

books and closed her business. 

�I completely repented [sincere remorse 

for wrongdoing and choosing to turn away 

from it] and renounced [New Age]. I threw 

all my New Age books away and turned 

straight to the Bible.� For the next three 

months, Tuyet said God brought her on a 

journey of inner healing where she was able 

to face the memory of the sexual assaults.

�Jesus came into that memory and held my hand 

and literally walked me out of there. When He did 

that, I felt the pain lifting out of me, and I forgave my 

perpetrators. No matter how much trauma healing I 

did through all those New Age practices � the somatic 

dancing, the crystals, the light language, the energy 

healing � nothing could have healed that trauma other 

than Jesus and His grace.�

Tuyet also experienced healing from her childhood 

wounds. She has since forgiven her parents and rec-

onciled with them. 

�The day after my radical encounter with Jesus, 

I went home and forgave my father. Any 

resentment, any abandonment wounds � 

gone. [My parents and I] have the most 

amazing relationship now.� 

Tuyet now shares her story to anyone 

who would listen: a cashier, a colleague or a 

friend. �All I can do is share how good God 

is and how much He wants to heal you and 

love you and show you a path of freedom.�

 ●
This story is used with kind permission from 

Deliverance Down Under. To watch Tuyet’s 
story as well as others in video form, go to 

youtube.com/@deliverancedownunder

C
atherine Zoller�s life was headed 

towards destruction. It was so 

bad that at 15, her parents sev-

ered their parental rights and 

made her a ward of the state. 

�It was all in an attempt to help me,� 

she told the Compelled Podcast.

�But I�m 15 and I don�t know anyone 

else whose parents... gave them away.�

However, a chance encounter 

changed the trajectory of her life.

As a child, Catherine felt like she was 

never good enough.

�The standard in our house to me as 

a child just seemed impossibly high.�

Her parents brought her to a psy-

chiatrist because they didn�t know how 

to manage her.

�Even at nine, I [thought] psychia-

trists were for crazy people. So, I began 

to believe two lies. The fi rst lie was that 
there must be something wrong with 

me. And the second lie was because 

there�s something wrong with me, it�s 

not okay to be me.�

Catherine grew up attending church 

with her mother and she had always 

believed in God. 

B u t  w h e n  h e r 

beloved grand-

m o t h e r  p a s s e d 

away, she became 

angry with Him.

�I was this ball of 

anger. This blind 

fury began to take 

root in me.�

She started act-

ing out and taking 

drugs. Her parents, 

at their wits� end, 

surrendered her to 

the state and placed 

her in a state-run 

institution. But 

things only got 

worse. 

�We would skip school and steal cars. 

And we stole one that had a govern-

ment license plate.�

That same year, Catherine ran away 

and hitchhiked out of the state. 

�I got as far as Monroe, Louisiana, 

and I got picked up by this country 

preacher.�

The preacher bought her a burger 

at a drive-in restaurant. As she ate, he 

opened the Bible and started reading 

verses like John 3:16, which says, �For 

God so loved the world that He gave 

His one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish but 

have eternal life.�

At that moment, Catherine felt her 

heart stir. After that, for the fi rst time 
in a long time, Catherine prayed to God 

without anger in her heart. 

�I said, �God, if You�re like that 

man says You are, I hope I get caught 

tonight.��

Later that night, Catherine was 

arrested and charged with drug pos-

session and vagrancy. 

While awaiting sentencing, she was 

kept in solitary confi nement for 23 
hours a day and only let out when she 

was tasked to mop the hallways every 

day. Yet, she noticed that out of all the 

cells, hers was the only one that had a 

table and a Bible. 

Catherine read about sin (any 

thought or action that goes against 

God�s word) and God�s love for her 

in the Bible. What she read broke her 

heart and she knew the only way to 

respond was to surrender her life to 

God.

“I got down on that cold fl oor and 
cried out to God to take this mess of a 

life that I had made and turn it around. 

And He showed up.�

Then she was slapped with an eight-

year sentence and six months� proba-

tion � meaning that she had six months 

to be on her best behaviour and stay 

away from drugs or she would be sent 

to prison to carry out the eight-year 

sentence. Catherine knew that this was 

her last chance but she felt hopeless.

But then her aunt and uncle fl ew in 
unannounced and decided to take her 

to Delaware with them. It was there 

that she met a friend with a similar 

past. Except, she was now a Christian 

and leading a diff erent life. 
�So that�s when I started going to 

church.�

Over the next few months, Catherine 

saw her life change for the better. 

�It�s a gradual deliverance. That�s 

what discipleship is all about � grow-

ing in your faith 

and allowing God 

to bring the inter-

nal changes that 

translate to exter-

nal behaviours.�

However, when 

she got rejected 

from mission-

ary school, she 

took it badly and 

her faith took a 

backseat. Then in 

college, she met 

Jay and she got 

pregnant. 

�I felt like I had 

blown the call of 

God on my life. I 

wasn�t going to be 

a missionary. And I was devastated.�

Catherine knew that sleeping with 

her boyfriend before marriage went 

against biblical teachings, and as a 

Christian, she felt like having a baby 

out of wedlock had disqualifi ed her 
from becoming a missionary. 

But Catherine�s journey didn�t end 

there. She and her boyfriend married 

and she gave birth to her son, Jordan. 

But he was found to have a heart mur-

mur, a hole in his heart and scarring in 

his lungs which led to a heart and lung 

transplant. 

After years of struggling and hop-

ing, her son died just before his 22nd 
birthday. But by this time, Catherine�s 

faith in God had matured and, rather 

than let her grief overcome her, she put 

her hope in God.

�I know I�ll see him again. There�s a 

hope we have as believers that when 

we lose the people we love, we�ll still 

see them again.�

Today, Catherine is the author of a 

series of illustrated children�s Bible 

books which are sold worldwide, 

including Australia through Koorong 

bookstores.

The day her fi rst book was accepted 
for publication, she felt God spoke to 

her. �He said, �Catherine, you are a 

missionary.� He redeemed that call that 

I thought I had blown 27 years ago.”  ●
This story was adapted from the Compelled 

Podcast and published with kind permis-
sion. To listen to it and other stories, visit                                     

compelledpodcast.com.

A life rewritten

STOCK STOCK 
PHOTOPHOTO

“
 _______

I believed 
that I was 
the creator 
of my own 
reality.     
________

”

TuyetTuyet
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Beef curry with yoghurt 

and black pepper

RecipeRecipe of theof the monthmonth

Serves 4-6

Ingredients

1 kg chuck steak, cut into 4 

cm chunks

2 large onions, diced

2 tablespoons vegetable oil

6 cloves � nely diced garlic

1 teaspoon powdered ginger

½ teaspoon dried chilli � akes 

(you can add a bit more if you 

like heat in your curries)

1 tablespoon sweet paprika

2 teaspoons salt

1 teaspoon coarsely ground 

black pepper

400 ml natural yogurt

½ cup fresh coriander, 

roughly chopped

Method

Preheat oven to 175 C. 

In a large, � ameproof 

casserole dish with a lid, 

heat 1 tablespoon of oil 

over high heat on the stove 

top and brown the beef 

in small batches until well 

caramelised, then put aside 

in a deep dish. 

Add the remaining oil and 

cook the onions and garlic 

over medium heat until 

they are soft and starting to 

brown, about eight minutes. 

Meanwhile whisk the 

yoghurt together with the 

spices until well combined. 

Add the beef to the 

casserole dish and then stir in 

the yoghurt mixture. 

Bring to a simmer and then 

remove from the heat. Cover 

the dish tightly with foil and 

then the lid. Bake in the oven 

for one-and-a-half hours. 

Carefully remove from the 

oven, take o�  the foil and stir 

well (it looks not so appealing 

at this stage). Put the lid back 

on and bake for another 30-

45 minutes, or until the meat 

is very tender, and the sauce 

a dark reddish brown. 

Stir well before serving 

sprinkled with the fresh 

coriander, with rice, 

poppadoms and maybe 

some green chilli sambal, 

cucumber and some more 

coriander. ●
Recipe by Margaret Warren, 

photo by Andrew Warren. Used 
with permission under a Creative 

Commons CC-BY-NC license.

MOST PEOPLE FIND prayer challenging. We know we should 

pray and in times of crisis we feel driven to pray, but it’s hard to 

know what to do or how to pray.

Author Pete Greig in his book How to Pray, gives a simple 

outline using the word PRAY as an acronym.

P is for pause – stop, � nd a quiet place and focus on your 

prayer.

R is for read and re� ect – read a short passage from the Bible 

and re� ect on what it means to you.

A is for ask – turn your thoughts and re� ections into prayer.

And � nally, Y is for yield – enjoy the presence of God in this 

quiet moment.

Prayer may not always feel easy, but as you Pause, Re� ect, 

Ask, and Yield, you may � nd your con� dence growing and your 

prayer life deepening. ●

How to pray

NUDGE WITH KARL FAASE

THIS CURRY IS mild but full of � avour, and is a good way to 

introduce spice to the uninitiated. You can make it ahead of 

time, it freezes very well, and it is economical too – a winner on 

all fronts.

Ted Baehr at the 

31st Annual Critics’ 

Choice Awards in 

January 2026. (Photo 

by Olivia Wong/

Getty Images for 

Cold Stone Creamery 

& Wetzel’s Pretzels)

BY MARK ELLIS

T
ed Baehr grew up in the 

entertainment indus-

try with parents who 

achieved fi lm stardom 
in the 1930s.  After World War 
II, his father, Robert �Tex� 

Allen, focused on Broadway, 
acting in the original produc-
tions of Show Boat and Auntie 

Mame.

“Florence Siegfi eld called 
my mother [Evelyn Pierce] 
the most beautiful woman in 
America, and she was gor-

geous! My father starred in 62 

movies and won the box offi  ce 
award in 1936,” Ted told God 
Reports.

Ted, now a well-known 
media critic and publisher of 
Movieguide, describes himself 
as a “Hollywood Broadway 
brat,� but the beginning of his 

teen years were jolted by the 
untimely death of his mother 
at 52 from a massive heart 

attack.
“That threw me into a tail-

spin,� he recounted.

What followed was years of 
fast cars, sex, drugs and rock 
‘n’ roll. Despite his pleasure 
seeking lifestyle, Ted excelled 
in academia. 

He graduated summa cum 

laude in comparative litera-
ture from Dartmouth College. 
He then received a law degree 
from New York University, 
where he served as editor 

of the NYU Law School 
newspaper.

A woman who had a 

crush on Ted�s father 

Changing the script in Hollywood
invited him and Ted to attend 

a series of Billy Graham evan-
gelism events. “He would take 
me and I’d walk out. I had a 
super abundance of education, 

and I thought these Christians 
were crazy,� Ted said.

The woman who invited him 

encouraged Ted to read the 

Bible. “I don’t want to read 
the Bible,” he told her. “It’s 
just a myth.�

After several months he 
relented. “Okay, I’ll read the 
short part of the Bible, the 
New Testament,” he told her.

As he began reading the 

Gospel of Matthew, which 
starts with the genealogy of 
Jesus, something unusual 
happened.

“I [thought] ‘This is like 
reading the New York phone 
book.’” But the more he read, 
the more the power of the 

Word and God’s Spirit began 
to grab Ted�s heart, overcom-

ing his previous intellectual 
objections. 

“I started to realise this is a 

true story about a real person. 
Most people don’t think ‘the 
begats’ [the genealogy] have 
any meaning. But if you start 

looking at them, they have a 
lot of meaning.”

In response to what he was 

reading, Ted surrendered 

his life to Jesus Christ and 
became born again (born into 

a new spiritual life). 
“ G o d  s a v e d  m e ;  H e 

redeemed me, 

He renewed me. 

And I didn�t want 

to do it. And it 

wasn�t out of 

need. It was out 

of His grace and 

His love and His 
kindness.”

About a week 
later, Ted met 
and began dating Lili, whom 
he would later marry.

Coming to Christ radically 
changed the direction of Ted�s 

life and career. 
He began to study at semi-

nary and subsequently became 
the director of the Television 
Center at the City University 
of New York. 

As Ted studied the direction 

of popular fi lms, he began to 
wonder how to redeem the 

entertainment industry.

“During the 20s the movies 
were very debauched. One 
movie with Heddy Lamar had 
13 minutes of nudity. 

�Another one had 

Edward G. Robin-
son prostituting his 

11 or 12 year old 
daughter to pay his 

bills.”
Three churchmen 

got together with 

two other people and 
went to the industry 

with their concerns 

because none of the 

protests or laws were 
working. 

As a result of their 
infl uence, the Motion 

Picture Production Code, 
popularly known as the Hays 
Code, was adopted. It was a 
set of guidelines for the self-
censorship of fi lms released by 
major studios in the US from 
1934 to 1968. 

“They cleaned up Holly-
wood, between 1929 and 1931. 

And then that lasted — 100 
percent clean — to 1965, when 
the Catholic, Protestant, and 
Jewish fi lm offi  ces that infl u-
enced Hollywood left. The 
head of Paramount Pictures 
said if you do that, if you take 
the salt off  of the meat, the 
meat’s going to rot, and, lo and 
behold, the meat rotted very 

quickly.”
The code began 

to weaken due to 
the impact of tel-
evision, foreign 

films, controver-
s ial  directors , 
and intervention 

from the courts. 

In 1968 the pro-

duction code was 

replaced by the MPAA fi lm 
rating system.

“Three years later, 82 per-
cent of the fi lms were R-rated 
and you had the fi rst sex and 
satanism film and the first 
ultra-violent X-rated movie,” 
Ted explained.

By abandoning the code 

and going to a ratings system, 

Hollywood paid a huge price 
fi nancially. 

“They lost a lot of money. 
They went from 44 million 
weekly attendance to 17 mil-
lion and it’s never gone back. 
Sometimes it goes up to 24 
million, but for the last couple 
of years, it’s been very low,” he 
observed.

�The more nudity you put 

in [fi lms], the less money you 
make.”

 In 1985 Ted began publish-
ing Movieguide, which has 

become an online database 
of movie reviews utilising a 
“Biblical perspective” that 
helps parents make informed 
decisions about their families’ 
entertainment choices.

In 1986 Ted founded The 

Christian Film & Television 
Commission (CFTVC), which 
encourages the major media 

companies to produce “whole-
some, family entertainment.”
 ●

This article was first published 
by God Reports and is used 

with kind permission.

– Donnie Wahlberg, American singer, actor and producer, 
and founding member of New Kids on the Block. 

Photo: Jose Perez/Bauer-Gri�  n/GC Images/Getty Images

Faith snippets

 Donnie Wahlberg, American singer, actor and producer, 
and founding member of New Kids on the Block. 

Photo: Jose Perez/Bauer-Gri�  n/GC Images/Getty Images

So of all the things I did in 

my life, just in the last year, 

I gave my life to Christ, and that’s 

the most important thing of all 

the things I did. So, I’m a dad, 

and that’s important, and I 

raised my sons, and they’re 

good men, and I’m proud 

of a lot of things I did, but 

it doesn’t matter as much 

as giving my life to Jesus.

“
 __________

This is a true 
story about a 
real person.
__________

”

What followed was years of 
fast cars, sex, drugs and rock 
‘n’ roll. Despite his pleasure 
seeking lifestyle, Ted excelled 

He graduated summa cum 

laude in comparative litera-
ture from Dartmouth College. 
He then received a law degree 
from New York University, 
where he served as editor 

of the NYU Law School 

A woman who had a 

crush on Ted�s father 

Center at the City University 
of New York. 

As Ted studied the direction 

of popular fi lms, he began to 
wonder how to redeem the 

entertainment industry.

“During the 20s the movies 
were very debauched. One 
movie with Heddy Lamar had 
13 minutes of nudity. 

�Another one had 

“

”

Let PSSM introduce you to God through FREE

Bible lessons for ALL ages!
Complete your details below and mail to PSSM to receive your FREE Bible 

lesson. Alternatively, email PSSM with your details and we’ll mail out your 

FREE Bible lesson.

Name DOB

Address

Parent/Guardian Signature

(if under 18 years)

We are looking forward to hearing 

from you!

info@pssm.com.au

www.pssm.com.au

0483 326 522

Delivery Address:

PSSM Bible Discovery

PO Box 289

COOROY QLD 4563

ABN 63 753 947 746
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HOW DO I BECOME A CHRISTIAN?

What now? 

1.  Tell someone - either a Christian that you know or email us at 

info@challengenews.org

2.  Use the resources in the green box on this page to � nd a Bible to read and 

more information regarding Christianity. 

3.  Keep praying.  Talk to God anywhere, about anything.  He is always listening,

and you don’t need a formula. 

4.  Find a Bible-teaching church to attend. 

* Please tick and write clearly *

Name _____________________________Phone _______________

Address _______________________________________________

Email address  __________________________________________

Challenge Literature Fellowship, PO Box 978, Cloverdale WA 6985

info@challengenews.org

All overseas enquiries are referred onto someone in their own country

I have prayed 
the prayer [ABOVE]

  Bible

  Some ‘starting off ’ literature
  Information on a helpful church

Please
send me:

AS A NEXT STEP :

OUR 

PROBLEM:

GOD’S 

REMEDY / 

SOLUTION:

OUR 

RESPONSE:

Anyone can gain the eternal life o� ered though Jesus Christ

We read in God’s word:  “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16)

Here is an example of how you can pray.

Dear Father in Heaven.  I come to you now because I want to be saved.

Please, forgive me of my sins.  I believe that you sent your Son Jesus 

Christ to die for me and that you have raised him from the dead.  

I now ask Jesus Christ to come into my life as my Saviour and Lord.  

Take control of my life.  Please make me the person You created me to 

be.  In Jesus Christ�s name. Amen

The Lord Jesus says: �I tell you the truth. Everyone who 

believes  in me has eternal life.� (John 6:47).

He gives life of a wonderful quality that continues forever.

ADMIT

BELIEVE

COMMIT

Separation from God
“Everyone has sinned. Nobody is good enough 

because God’s standards are perfect” (Romans 3:23)

Jesus died on the cross
“God demonstrates His own love for us in this; while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us”  (Romans 5:8)

Trust Jesus by receiving Him
“To all who received Him, to those who believed in

His name, He gave the right to become children

of God” (John 1:12)

Want to explore more?
Here are some free, helpful, Christian online resources

Online Bible - Olive Tree app

(we recommend that you 

start with an easy-to-read 

version like the ESV)

Christian radio stations - 

CBN radio app and Trans 

World Radio

Resources including radio, 

videos, podcasts, devotionals 

and news  - Vision Christian 

Media app

Christian movies, serials 

and kids’ shows - 

Good. app

Daily thoughts and 

inspiration - 

Our Daily Bread app

Advice on speci� c issues, 

Bible reading plans and 

studies for new believers - 

Youversion Bible app. 

Alpha Film Series on 

Youtube - an online 

introduction to Christianity

For kids - Superbook 

Kids Bible, videos 

and games app

Jesus � lm project - 200+ 

videos in 2000+ languages

jesus� lm.org/app

youtube.com/@jesus� lm

Christian news outlet for young adults 

with various content, devotionals and 

resources:

ymi.today

Christian comics/manga -

goodandevilbook.com

 and Manga Messiah app 

The Bible explained with 

visual aides -

Bible Project 

on YouTube.

Christian podcasts and 

sermons - Edi�  app

Audio Bible - 

Bible.is app, or 

Youversion Bible 

app

More inspiring faith stories - back issues of Challenge  News at challenge.news
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A father’s greatest victoryA father’s greatest victory
BY ROB FURLONG

WHEN SPORTS FANS discuss world 

champion sprinters, it’s unlikely that 

British runner Derek Redmond will 

come up in the conversation.

People will think of Carl Lewis, 

Elaine Thompson Herah, Usain Bolt or 

Gabby Thomas… but not 

Derek Redmond. However, 

Derek Redmond has a very 

special place in history. 

At the age of 19, Derek 

broke the British record 

for the 400 metres and 

during his career he won 

gold medals in the 4x400 

metres relay at the World 

Championships, European 

Championships and the 

Commonwealth Games. 

A favourite for the 400 metres 

at the Seoul Olympics of 1988, he 

was forced to withdraw from the 

opening heat just 10 minutes before 

the race, having injured his Achilles 

tendon. In the years leading up to 

the 1992 Olympics he underwent 

eight operations and then stunned 

the world at the 1991 World 

Championships when he and his 

teammates won gold in the 4x400 

metres relay, beating the heavily 

favoured United States team.

At the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, 

Redmond was again favourite for the 

400 metres and his form 

in the early rounds was 

ominously good, running 

the fastest time in the � rst 

round and winning his 

quarter � nal. 

On the day of the 400 

metres semi-� nal, 65,000 

people watched Redmond 

race around the track as he 

attempted to seize the lead 

and secure a place in the 

� nal. 

Heading into the back straight 

however, 250 metres from the � nish, 

Redmond was once again let down by 

his body. 

After the race he revealed that as 

he entered the straight, he heard a 

“pop” and thought for one moment 

he had been shot. As his leg gave way 

beneath him, he realised he had torn 

his hamstring and that his Olympic 

dream of a medal was now over. 

He collapsed onto the track and the 

medical team rushed over to stretcher 

him o� . It was at this moment that 

Derek decided he would � nish the race, 

no matter how long it took. 

The crowd, stunned by his bravery, 

rose to their feet and began to cheer 

him on to the � nish line with an 

incredible roar. 

What Derek didn’t know was that 

his father, Jim, watching his son from 

the grandstand, had raced down from 

his seat and then pushed, argued and 

shoved his way through security and 

o�  cials to join his son on the track. 

Drawing alongside his son, 120 

metres from the � nish line, he placed 

his arm around his waist and said, “I’m 

here son, we’ll � nish together.” 

Derek and his dad, arms around each 

other, � nished the race with 65,000 

people wildly urging them on! 

At the press conference later that 

day, Jim Redmond told the world: “I’m 

the proudest father alive… I’m prouder 

of him than if he had won the gold 

medal. It took a lot of guts to do what 

he did.”

Derek and Jim’s story is inspiring 

because it encourages men to be 

better men.

In a world where young men are 

embracing toxic masculinity at an 

alarming rate, we need men who 

are committed to being better men 

themselves, and who will teach young 

Great Britain's Derek Redmond limps around the track towards the � nish line 

after tearing his hamstring as his dad Jim races after him to o� er help and 

consolation (Photo by S&G/PA Images via Getty Images).

men to pursue the same ideal.

And the place where it starts is in 

the home.

Not on Tik Tok. Not through the 

“Manosphere” or some other online 

portal.

It starts at home, with men like 

you and me, modelling Godly and 

authentic manhood to our sons and 

our grandsons.

Despite what our world says, Godly 

men are needed more than ever. 

No matter how old or young your 

kids are, they still need your love, 

encouragement, support, example, 

and advice. Be there for them! Inject 

yourself into their lives in meaningful 

ways. It’s never too late to start. 

Join with me this Father’s Day in 

committing yourself to being a better 

man and to producing better men.

Your family, and our society, will 

thank you for it! ●

JONATHAN HARLEY WAS an 

ABC news correspondent who 

spent three years reporting 

from India and the surrounding 

countries. He writes of his 

experiences in the book Lost in 

Transmission.

Jonathan was in Afghanistan 

when the September 11 tragedy 

unfolded. He covered the war 

in Afghanistan as well as the 

skirmishes between India and 

Pakistan in Kashmir. 

He saw 

� rsthand the 

desperate 

poverty of 

these countries 

as well as the 

hopelessness of 

refugee camps and the aftermath 

of human misery from natural 

disasters.

After three years of reporting, 

Jonathan returned to Australia. 

He now viewed Australia through 

the eyes of the Asian subcontinent 

and saw the safe, prosperous 

and comfortable life we enjoy. 

The confronting reality for 

Jonathan was that at the end of 

the three years, he had lost more 

friends in Australia from suicide 

than colleagues in the war-torn 

subcontinent.

Life is more than safety and 

prosperity. It’s about having hope 

and something worthwhile to 

live for. 

I believe that the words of Jesus 

bring life and hope. Why not look 

to Jesus today and discover a life 

of faith? ●

Losing friends

NUDGE
WITH KARL FAASE

NUDGE

“
 _____

I’m here 
son, we’ll 
fi nish 
together.
______

”
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Brazil

Player Danilos San-

tos was photographed 

openly praying on the fi eld while 
young striker Endrick openly dis-

cussed his post-match prayers 

thanking God despite their elimina-

tion. Athletes sometimes carry good 

luck charms with them but Endrick�s 

hopes rest on God � he carries his 

Bible into the stadium.

Goalkeepers Alisson Becker and 

Ederson Santana de Moraes are 

extremely vocal and open about 

their faith in Christ. Alisson�s social 

media bio is set to John 3:16 and  he 

famously baptised his teammates 

in 2020. Ederson plays with 

an �I belong to Jesus� 

tattoo on his chest. 

After his late call-up 

to the 2026 World 

Cup squad, he posted 

�God�s plan is always 

greater than mine� 

on Instagram.

Ecuador

Following its 2-1 his-

toric victory over Ger-

many, several players and staff 

dropped to their knees. 

Midfi elder Moises Caicedo led a 
post-match circle of thanksgiving. 

The team also posted videos of their 

regular hotel room Bible studies.

The United States 

The US national team 

has been one of the 

most vocal about their faith. Led by 

defender Mark McKenzie, the team 

routinely forms prayer circles on 

the pitch. 

Its displays of faith have been so 

visible that The Guardian newspa-

per dedicated a whole article to the 

extraordinary contrast between the 

lack of public displays of faith at 

previous World Cups and this men�s 

team, who can�t seem to stop sharing 

about God. 

Winger Christian Pulisic (aka Cap-

tain America) famously shared pho-

tos of the team�s prayer circle, noting 

his reliance on God for strength. 

Following a match against Bel-

gium, US players also joined Belgian 

players Jérémy Doku and Dodi 

Lukebakio to pray together.

Christian Pulisic also organised 

daily team gatherings that he called 

�Bible Time,� where teammates sit 

together to read Scripture. He also 

wears a cross necklace given to him 

by his mother. 

In a profi le by @storiesofrevival 
on Instagram, he shared his consist-

ent reliance on God under tourna-

ment pressure: �I�ve had to continue 

to prove myself over and over again, 

but, as always, I reach out to God 

and He gives me strength.�

Defender Mark MacKenzie also 

led the team in a prayer of thanks 

after they progressed into the last 

16.  ●

Curaçao

Curaçao, the tiniest 

country ever to qualify 

for a World Cup, turned the tour-

nament into their personal pulpit. 

Before leaving for the World Cup, 

the team held a meeting with Pres-

ence Revival, a ministry based in 

the Netherlands. Videos of the 

team singing Jireh and Goodness of 

God circulated across social media. 

Forward Kenji Gorre said: �People 

are dealing with serious things, and 

one thing that I know to be true is 

that Jesus is the one who can really 

fi ll you.”
He also declared: �Without Jesus 

we are nothing� and that he plays for 

an �audience of One�.

England

Nicknamed the �God 

Squad� by some com-

mentators. Bukayo Saka, Marc 

Guéhi, and Ivan Toney have fre-

quently prayed together before 

matches, with players writing �Jesus 

loves you� on gear and pointing to 

the sky. Following a dramatic 3-2 

win over Mexico that saw England 

progress to the quarter finals, 

defender Marc Guehi dropped to 

his knees and prayed. He often posts 

�Thank You Jesus� after key matches 

and writes Bible verses on his boots.

Winger Bukayo Saka has always 

put his faith in God front and cen-

tre. Together with teammates Marc 

Guéhi and Eberechi Eze (dubbed 

the �Bible brothers�), Bukayo is 

seen praying regularly and lifting 

his hands in thankfulness to God 

after scoring. He told Eden Christian 

Books that he reads his Bible every 

night �and it gives me peace... I can 

go on the pitch and know that God 

has my back.�

One of the most touching moments 

happened after the match for third 

place between England and France. 

After the game, which England 

won 6-4, seven players from both 

teams (Dayot Upamecano, Bukayo 

Saka, Maxence Lacroix, Eberechi 

Eze, Marc Guehi, Jean-Philippe 

Mateta, and Trevoh Chalobah) put 

their arms around each other and 

prayed in a beautiful show of Chris-

tian brotherhood. The moment was 

shared by many global news organi-

sations and all over social media.

Well-known British broadcaster 

and journalist Dan Walker wrote 

in a Facebook post: �This is such a 

beautiful moment from the World 

Cup. Seven men, from two rivals� 

praying together at the end of their 

journey this summer. Opponents on 

the pitch� together in their faith.� 

Germany

After defeating Curaçao 

7-1, German players 

Jonathan Tah and Felix Nmecha 

walked over to their opponents to 

form a joint prayer circle. German 

players also joined Ecuador in 

prayer after their match. 

German midfi elder Felix Nmecha 
explained: �During the game we are 

opponents, but after the game, we 

are all Christians. We are all broth-

ers.� In our faith, we all believe that 

Jesus is glorifi ed through the game 
and that�s why we came together and 

simply prayed together.�

During the game, Felix Nmecha 

knelt on one knee and performed 

the �crown down� gesture, in which 

he lifted an imaginary crown from 

his head and put it on the group, 

symbolising that all glory belongs to 

Jesus Christ and not to him. 

In a postgame interview, he said: 

�All the glory I give to God, because 

He is the one who has given me this 

talent and the opportunity to be here 

living this dream.�

Sweden

Sweden�s Anthony 

Elanga kept his Bible 

with him as part of his daily rou-

tine, saying: �The Bible gives me 

patience. It helps me if I�m not 

playing. Whether I get to play or 

not doesn�t really matter. Both on 

and off  the pitch it gives me secu-
rity and peace.�

Argentina

Legendary forward 

Lionel Messi publicly 

thanked God after beating Algeria. 

�I can�t ask for anything more than 

everything I�ve already received,� 

he said. �God has truly spoiled me. 

I thank God that He has given me 

so much and everything that comes 

now is a blessing.� Enzo Fernandez 

has always been open about his faith, 

often posting Bible-based messages 

and expressions of gratitude and 

identifying himself as a �child of 

God� on social media. 

After scoring Argentina�s dramatic 

winning goal against Egypt during 

the 2026 FIFA World Cup, he said: 

�I thank God. I feel privileged. All 

glory to God.�

in 2020. Ederson plays with 

an �I belong to Jesus� 

tattoo on his chest. 

After his late call-up 

to the 2026 World 

Cup squad, he posted 

�God�s plan is always 

greater than mine� 

on Instagram.

Spain

Team manager 

Luis de la Fuente 

said he relied on God 

daily and prayed daily. 

He said he didn�t pray for 

specifi c match results, 
as he believes it would 

be unfair to ask God to 

favour his team over 

an opponent. �There 

are not just one, but 

thousands of reasons 

why God exists,� he 

said. �Without God, 

nothing in life has 

meaning.�

FOOTBALLERS OF

FAITHFAITH
�The beautiful game� is what football legend Pelé called the 

sport, celebrating the skill, creativity and joy found on the pitch. 

At the 2026 World Cup, that beauty was seen not only in spec-

tacular goals and unforgettable moments, but also in the faith of 

players who used their global platform to honour Jesus Christ.

Across the tournament, Christian footballers shared their 

faith through prayer, Bible verses, and acts of humility and 

gratitude. Their stories show that football is about more than 

trophies and results � it can also be a platform to point people 

towards hope, purpose and the One they follow. These are some 

of the players whose faith was on show during football�s biggest 

tournament.

Ghana

In a  social 

media video, 

forward Antoine 

Semenyo said that rep-

resenting Ghana was 

a huge honour, but 

�representing God is 

everything�, before 

reminding viewers 

that �[Jesus] is going 

to be returning 

soon.�

Danilo Santos of Brazil prays 

during the FIFA World Cup 

2026 round 6 match between 

Brazil and Norway. (Photo by 

Daniela Porcelli/Getty Images)

England and France 

players pray together 

after the FIFA World 

Cup 2026 Bronze 

Final. (Photo by 

Buda Mendes/Getty 

Images)


