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ne of Cameron Casteel’s
earliest memories is of
his father beating up his
mother. He recalls red and
blue ﬂashing lights and his father
being handcuﬀed and taken away.
Cameron experienced abandonment, imprisonment, abuse, and
homelessness before he had even
ﬁnished high school. Then, when
his girlfriend became pregnant,
Cameron saw only one solution.
How could he be a father when he’d
never had one himself?
Sharing his story on his YouTube
channel, Cameron says he didn’t
know how to process the emotions
that came with his traumatic childhood experiences and began to rebel
against his mother and the law.
“At a very young age I’d already
broken into several schools, I’d been
in tons of ﬁghts, I had stolen from
several stores, and I’d stolen from
people,” Cameron admits. “People
would always say, ‘Oh you’re just
like your dad.’ That kind of made
me proud a little bit, I hate to say,
because my dad was my hero.”
Then a close family friend took
his own life. Cameron was confused
and hurt. “I realiZed that there was
an escape from the pain that I was
enduring,” Cameron shares.
At 13 years old, Cameron decided
to kill himself. One day he was on
his way home to take an overdose
of pills and a neighbor saw him and
asked him what he was doing.
“I don’t know why I told her the
truth, but I did.” The neighbor was
a Christian and prayed for Cameron
and told him about Jesus. Cameron
decided not to kill himself at that
time but the thoughts did not go
away. Then his father was released
from prison. He got married and
had a child – Cameron’s half-sister.
“He would tell me all the time,
‘If you don’t help me sell these
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Cameron Casteel
with his wife
Presleigh.

Cameron with Dillon
Chase (left), the artist
behind the song that
impacted Cameron.

drugs then your sister is going to go eventually just stopped,” Cameron
without diapers and food.’ And he recalls. “I came home one day after
would say, ‘Cameron, if I get caught school and found my belongings
I do another six years but if you get thrown outside the house in the
dirt.”
caught you do six months.’”
Feeling as though he had burned
So at 14 years old, Cameron helped
his father sell drugs and it wasn’t his bridges with other family
long before he found himself in a members, Cameron found himself
homeless and begging at stores for
juvenile detention center.
food that was going to be
Cameron found a
thrown away.
Bible in the prison
Then Cameron met a girl
library and read that
I WASN'T
at school, Presleigh, and it
Jesus loved him and
wanted to be his
READY TO was love at ﬁrst sight. By the
end of the year, Presleigh was
Father. But Cameron
BE A DAD
pregnant.
resented the words
“I wasn’t ready to be a
he read.
dad,” Cameron admits. “I’d
“I didn’t want a
dad. I didn’t want someone to love never had a dad and so I told her,
me, because all I knew at this point ‘Let’s have an abortion.’” Presleigh
didn’t want an abortion and the pair
was that it brought pain.”
After Cameron’s release from the fought about it for days. Eventually
juvenile correction center, he lived she booked an abortion in a diﬀerwith his aunt and uncle while he was ent state.
Curious to know about the aboron probation. But when that ended,
tion process, Cameron looked at
he moved back in with his dad.
“Since my father was not in the some videos online. He came across
right state of mind to care for me he a song called Give me a Voice by

Dillon Chase. The ﬁrst line of the
song: ‘I thought this was a womb not
a tomb,’ brought tears to Cameron’s
eyes. He felt as if his unborn daughter was speaking those words to him.
He called Presleigh and begged her
not to go through with the abortion.
To his relief, she told him she had
already decided not to.
When Cameron’s daughter was
born he remembers holding her in
his arms and looking into her eyes
for the ﬁrst time.
“I said, ‘You’ll be the child that
I never was and I’ll be the father
that I never had. I’ll never let you
go and if it comes down to it, I’m
gonna die for you.’ And it was in that

A successful total disaster
BY JODY BENNETT
I RECENTLY learnt about the life of
American chemical engineer Thomas
Midgley, a mild-mannered inventor,
who only lived 55 years and whom
I had never heard of before, but
whose impact was one of world-wide
destruction and death. He has been
dubbed the most destructive single
organism on Earth!1
Midgley was instrumental in the
invention both of leaded gasoline and
CFCs, two of the worst inventions ever,
which continue to have untold human
and environmental impacts.
Leaded gasoline, developed as
an anti-knock agent for internal
combustion engines, pumped toxic
lead into the atmosphere for decades

causing “serious long-term health
problems from childhood, including
neurological impairment [ie. lowering
people’s IQ, as well as literally causing
them to go crazy, like mercury did]
and [linked] with increased levels of
violence and criminality … around the
world.”2
Midgley himself suffered twice from
lead poisoning and knew of its dangers,
but continued to lie about his fuel
additive, tetraethyllead (TEL), sold as
Ethyl. Only decades later, due largely
to the work of Clair Patterson, the truth
about lead poisoning became public
knowledge and un-leaded fuel became
the norm.
Midgley was not only a danger to the
whole planet, but himself as well.

 Turn to page 2

Thomas Midgley

same moment that I felt God talk to
me and say, ‘Cameron, you can be
the child you never were. I am the
Father that you never had. I never
left you. I have never forsaken you.
And Cameron, when it came down to
it, I did die for you.’ I lifted my hands
in that moment and I surrendered
everything I had to King Jesus. I
couldn’t run anymore. Everything
that I had experienced in my life
trying to ﬁll this eternal gap I tried
to ﬁll it with temporary things and
it just never seemed to work. God
revealed to me His love – the love of
the Father – through me becoming
a father.”
As Cameron looks back at his
story he now sees that Jesus was
there all along.
“He was always in my corner and
He was always saying, ‘Come here,
I love you. I’m the Dad you need.’”
Not long after this, Presleigh also
gave her life to Jesus and the couple
married.
By this time Dillon Chase, the
artist behind the song that caused
Cameron to rethink abortion, had
become his best friend and was a
groomsman in the wedding.
Cameron and Dillon now travel
together to share the gospel of Jesus
Christ, including in prisons.
“I encourage you today to follow
Jesus,” Cameron says.
“I don’t know your situation.
I don’t know what you’re going
through but I do know that you’re
in such great dire need that Jesus
abandoned the throne of heaven to
come down and die in your place.
And to me that’s a God worth living
for.”
●
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I saw peace in
the eyes of the
security guard

Incarcerated
Freedom
DAVID U. (PRISONER IN ACACIA
PRISON, WESTERN AUSTRALIA)
Shattered lives
Broken dreams
An incarcerated life
How am I still alive?
26 years in a cell
I’ve walked alone in this life
I’ve walked through hell
Why am I still alive?

A

I’ve never begged, I’ve never
pleaded
I’ve deserved everything I got in
this life
There was no man, nor woman,
nor god I needed
I know now why I was forsaken in
life.

lexander Pagani had been
arrested before he was even a
teenager. Raised in the Bronx
by parents involved in the
drug scene, he learned at an early age
that he was on his own and would do
whatever he could in order to survive.
He joined a gang and was in and
out of prison before facing a lengthy
term when he was 17. But while in
prison, he had an encounter that
changed everything – to the point
that he is now a leader in the community he once terrorized.
In an interview with 700Club,
Alexander says he felt rejected and
abandoned by his parents and the
gang life appealed to him as an outlet
to express anarchy.
“I remember exaggerating that
street lifestyle when I didn’t have to
or feeling like I did have something
to prove,” Alexander recalls.
“If I was going to be evil, I became
very evil.”
At 16, he was jailed for robbery,
burglary and kidnapping. While
awaiting sentencing at Riker’s Island,
he attacked two other inmates.
“I stabbed them honestly for no
reason – just to make a statement,”
he admits.
He spent almost a year in solitary
conﬁnement.
“I’m 17 years old and I have noth-

It wasn’t Him who turned His back
on me
I didn’t know that all I had to do
was ask
I called out for mercy and He heard
my desperate plea
He gave me a way to salvation and
in His glory I now bask
I’ve walked through hell and I
thought I walked alone
But I now stand before Heaven’s
gate
Now that I have confessed and
through Him I atone
To be alone was never my
ordained fate
I was sorely mistaken – I’ve never
walked alone in this life
I just didn’t know to see Him on
my left and on my right
I know I walk with Him now and
forever
Thank God I am still alive

Coffee Break
ACROSS
1 Item an Olympian
hurls
3 Give the cold
shoulder
7 Swim’s alternative
8 Toolbox item
10 Commitment
13 Two-part lens
16 Chin covering
17 Symphony member
18 American military
branch
19 Portable computer
DOWN
1 Dawn’s counterpart
2 Man of Brazil
4 Without feeling as a
dental patient
6 Label for a picture
5 School financial
9 Daytime show
officer

CROSSWORD & SUDOKU

life-changing vision.
of the word ‘God’ and came into me,
“Jesus Christ came in my cell and
into my mind,” Alexander shares.
He speaks to my right ear, ‘Follow
The judge was willing to decrease
me’ and I lifted my hand and when I
Alexander’s sentence from 21 years
said, ‘I accept,’ it felt like things were
to nine if he pled guilty.
breaking oﬀ of me and I felt so peace“I knew God was talking to me
ful. I fell asleep.”
so without even thinking about
The changes in
what was told to me
Alexander were
I pleaded guilty,” he
immediate.
remembers.
IF I WAS GOING
“The cigarettes,
Back in his cell
the pornography, the
Alexander wrote to
TO BE EVIL,
cursing – everything
his aunt to explain
I BECAME
instantaneously left
what happened.
me and I lived for
“I’m telling her
VERY EVIL.
Jesus behind prison
how I believe God
walls.”
wants me to change
Alexander began to
but I’m really having
read the Bible but struggled when he
a hard time making that transition
came to Romans 8:15: “So you have
but I know that I need to and I’m
not received a spirit that makes you
beginning to want to because I want
fearful slaves. Instead, you received
to go to heaven,” he explains.
God’s Spirit when he adopted you as
As he wrote the words, he had a
his own children. Now we
call him, “Abba, Father.”
“I clearly remember that
day having a problem calling God, ‘Father’,” Alexander admits.
“I realized that my relationship with the Lord
[should be] based on me
loving Him, not fearing Him
and I began to love Him
... He’s my Father – He’s
everything that I have.”
After his release from
prison, Alexander started a
church in the Bronx, which
his family now attends.
He has written books and
appeared on TV networks.
He is married to Ibelize
and has two sons, Apollos
and Xavier.
●

Alexander Pagani with his
wife, Ibelize.
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And then it occurred to
him: the world needed yet
another book on leadership.

ing and this is how this ends. I think
I was at the lowest that I could be.”
Alexander’s aunt Vilma worked
as a youth counselor at Riker’s. She
would regularly tell him, “You’ve
tried everything else – why don’t you
try Jesus.”
Alexander’s Christian grandmother had tried talking to him
about Jesus before.
“I would tell my grandmother,
‘Come on Ma; don’t start with that
church stuﬀ. I’ll go when I’m ready.’”
But in prison, he says he had no
choice but to listen. He also talked
to a security guard and noticed there
was something diﬀerent about him.
“There was just something about
him that really appealed to me,”
Alexander recalls.
“I [thought], ‘Man this guy is
really into Jesus’. I could look right
in his eyes and I would see complete peace. I didn’t have
that. I wanted that. I
didn’t even know where
to start.”
When he went to
court to be sentenced, he
intended to dispute the
charges. But something
strange happened that
stopped him.
“When I walked in I
heard a voice saying,
‘They’re going to give
you nine years. You are
to take it.’ When I heard
that voice I remember
saying to myself, ‘Who’s
that? Who’s speaking to
me?’”
He raised his head to
look and noticed a plaque
behind the judge which
said, “In God we trust”.
“Rays of light came out

3
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In 1940, at the age of 51, he
contracted polio and became severely
disabled. In order to get out of bed,
he devised an elaborate system of
pulleys and ropes. As with his other
inventions, this too eventually proved
to be deadly. In 1944, he became
entangled in the device and died of
strangulation. Imagine living such
a life! Thinking that you are solving
problems with helpful inventions and
ending up leaving absolute carnage
in your wake, with your inventions
killing more people than even the
worse dictator on earth, and adversely
affecting generations of not only
humans but animals and plant-life
too! The mind boggles!
Here was someone with the best of
intentions, with a first class education
and a fine mind. Someone lauded
as a hero and success at one time,
whom history now calls a one-man
environmental disaster3 and has
nothing good to say about. It would
have been so much better for the
planet if Thomas Midgley had never

existed. How very tragic.
But, to be fair, at the time he
invented Ethyl, no one knew the
dangers of lead in the environment;
at the time he invented Freon, no
one knew what CFCs would do to the
ozone-layer.
This ties into another idea I heard of
recently – the Dunning–Kruger effect
– that people vastly overestimate their
knowledge or competence in a field
in which they are unfamiliar; basically
that we don’t know what we don’t
know, so we think we know a great
deal. (On a side note, this may explain
how 16 years old know everything!)
The fact is that all of us know very
little compared to the sum of all
knowledge in the universe and that
even as a highly developed society,
there are vast amounts of things of
which we are totally unaware. In some
instances we know we don’t know
much – like about deep space or how
the human brain works. But the scary
thing is we don’t actually know how
much, or what, we don’t know!
That is one of the reasons why
being a Christian makes so much

sense to me. I know I don’t know
much, but I entrust my life and future
into the hands of a God who knows
ALL things – the beginning from the
end, all things visible and invisible,
the future and the past, the knock-on
effects of every decision; and I obey
Him because He alone knows the
repercussions of all my actions and
the legacy I will leave.
God forbid that history decides it
would have been better if I had never
been born!
We all make some impact, big
or small, on those around us and
on those who come after us – our
children and grandchildren, our
pupils, those who read our books or
watch our movies or engage with our
inventions. But we are ignorant, finite
creatures who within living memory
have made the most incredible
blunders, so I pray daily that God’s will,
not mine, be done.
May misguided Midgley be a lesson
to us all.
●

1. By J.R. McNeill, environmental historian
2. Wikipedia
3. Fred Pearce, New Scientist
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BY EMILY ANDREWS

L

ast year, Ashley Hale followed
an Oklahoma City sidewalk to
an oﬃce building, dressed her
best to start a new job. At her
feet, she saw words carved into the
cement – company values like integrity that guided Ashley’s own life.
Not long before, she sat behind
prison walls as her life was falling
apart.
For much of her young life, Ashley
sought joy in materialism. From an
early age, she got what she wanted
– if the things she wished for could
be bought. Since her single mother
made good money, they never asked
others for help. But money couldn’t
buy everything. Like many teens,
Ashley dealt with feelings of insecurity and wished to ﬁt in at school.
Though she seemed outgoing and
athletic, she feared failure and never
tried out for sports.
“The other side of that was, well, I
can go to the games, and I can party,”
Ashley remembers. Parties became
an easy place for her to belong.
When she dabbled in alcohol, pot,
and cocaine, Ashley told herself she
could stop whenever she wanted.
But by college, she was trying ecstasy
and meth. Being high made her feel
numb and carefree. As Ashley sank
deeper into addiction, she left her
college dorm to live in a house alone
oﬀ-campus. She started selling drugs
for extra cash. She threw house parties, so she’d never be lonely.
At age 21, Ashley was arrested for
the ﬁrst time. She spent six months
in a prison-style boot camp, then
moved to Arizona. She stayed clean
for a few years and even attended
beauty school. But she returned to
Oklahoma and the party scene there,
and by her late 20s, Ashley was a single mother with a full-time job and a
full-time addiction.
Ashley struggled when her son
was diagnosed with a developmental disorder. She used meth to mute
her pain and stay awake as she
researched her son’s condition late
into the night. “I thought that was
how I was going to survive,” says
Ashley. “It just became a way of life.”
That way of life led Ashley to a
short stint in rehab and, ﬁnally, to
prison on a 10-year sentence.
Broken and tired, she checked in
to a substance abuse treatment program in prison to begin her recovery.
But soon she wanted more. Ashley’s
cellmate knew Tammy Franklin,
a Prison Fellowship staﬀ member
who served as the manager of Prison
Fellowship Academy, a yearlong life
transformation program. Tammy
had previously been incarcerated at
the same facility as Ashley, before
being released and turning her life
around. Ashley wondered if the
same radical renewal was possible
for her, too.
Ashley enrolled in the academy
and discovered a place to belong.
Caring staﬀ and volunteers guided
her through a yearlong journey to
develop biblically based values like
community, integrity, and responsibility. With curriculum like Celebrate
Recovery, she learned to process
diﬃcult emotions and to heal from
past hurts.
“That was the ﬁrst time that I had
been told that my feelings are normal,” Ashley says of her time in the
academy. “It’s OK to have them and
then process whatever it is, and then
move forward. A lot of healing came
from just that.”

Stock photo

I now have peace inside

A
Ashley Hale is now a licensed peer recovery
support specialist. Inset: Ashley used drugs
to numb her pain and was eventually
imprisoned.
In the academy, Ashley also rediscovered her faith in Jesus, in part
through the Alpha study included
in the academy curriculum. Alpha
introduces participants to the basics
of the Christian faith, which Ashley
grew up believing, although she had
treated it as a “free ticket to sin”
and continued to live however she
wanted.
“I thought if I was saved, how I
lived didn’t matter, because I was
going to heaven no matter what,”
Ashley says. “But I learned that God
wants a relationship with us.”
From the yard to her cell, Ashley
practiced living in healthy community without fear of failure, knowing
that Jesus loved her unconditionally.
“The academy changed my life
more than any prison stay, any
bootcamp, any rehab,” says Ashley.
“That’s been the best thing that could
have happened to me.”
After three and a half years,
Ashley was released. A Prison Fellowship volunteer picked her up
and brought her new clothes for
going home. Ashley moved into
Hope House, a transitional home
for women in Oklahoma City, where
she spent her ﬁrst several months
as a free woman. Right away, she
got involved with Bible studies and

found a church community.
Re-entry into society wasn’t easy.
Ashley juggled work, school, serving
the community, and being a mom,
all while learning to adjust to society
again. She had to set healthy boundaries with family and friends, and
commit to her sobriety.
In February 2021, Ashley was
baptized [immersed in water] at
her church as a public expression of
her faith in Jesus. Today she is in a
program to become a licensed peer
recovery support specialist. Her
relationship with her now 19-yearold son is growing stronger. Ashley
hopes to someday be cleared to
return to prison as a Prison Fellowship volunteer to help others—especially other women who struggle to
ask for help like she did. Even in
tough times, she says she ﬁnds purpose in serving others freely with the
love of Christ.
In a way, Ashley is still the woman
who gets what she wants. But
now, what she wants has radically
changed.
●
The original of this article can be found at
www.prisonfellowship.org and it is used with
kind permission.

t 51, John Wesley Banos has spent more than half of his life in
prison - and still has another 28 years of his 60-year sentence to go.
Incarcerated at 19 for aggravated kidnapping and aggravated
sexual assault, he tells Challenge News he had an abusive father
but got along well with his mother, two brothers and sister.
He played truant from school and says that was what “started me on the
wrong path in life. I was born with sticky ﬁngers and things that did not
belong to me had a way of sticking to my hand - but I never had any drug
addiction.” John was introduced to the Bible and Christianity when his
mother became a Christian and shared her faith with him.
He says he “did not think a lot about spiritual things” but remembers
something that happened to him when he was ﬁve.
“I was in the front yard and I looked at the trees, the animals, the sky and
humans and I knew that there was a Creator. When I looked at my mom’s
car and my dad’s pickup truck I knew that they were created by someone
even though I didn’t know who they were.”
Then when he was 16 John says he believes he was protected by an
angel though he did not realize it at the time. In fact, John says he heard
the Gospel message (that Jesus Christ died for humanity’s sins) almost his
whole life but had never understood it. It wasn’t
until he hit rock bottom emotionally and “felt
miserable” that he turned to God in 1990.
I KNEW
At 20 years old “I prayed ‘Yahweh (the Hebrew
THEY WERE
name for God) and I believe that Yeshua (Jesus)
died on Calvary for me. I ask Him to come into
CREATED BY
my heart and redeem me. I pray for this in the
SOMEONE
name of Yeshua, amen.’ ”
Since then John says he has matured in many
ways and has grown stronger spiritually. “God
ﬁlled me [with His Spirit] and then guided me in my thought process and
I matured spiritually and mentally as I learned the truth about all issues
from the Bible.”
Some of the truths are to do with proof of creation and Biblical accounts
of events. “Creation declares a Creator,” he says. “Numerous archaeology
ﬁnds have veriﬁed the accuracy and truthfulness of the Bible. They found
solid evidence of Sodom being destroyed by intense heat. The Bible is 100
per cent correct. Jesus died at Calvary for us so that we can be redeemed
and restored back in a spiritual relationship with the Father. But you must
walk in faith.” As for his personal development, John admits that he felt he
is constantly tested and oﬀers this insight for other prisoners. “You are in
a diﬃcult spot right now, but the Father is more concerned with your personality and character, and prison permits you to be free of distractions so
that you can grow and mature in His love, holiness and righteousness. You
will obtain a wonderful peace inside. I speak from 32 years of experience.”
John says he had to learn to forgive many people along the way to attain
this sense of peace.
“I had to forgive the corrupt oﬃcials who are keeping me incarcerated
for a crime I am innocent of, and to forgive corrupt prison guards. I also
pray for more compassion for people.”
While maintaining his innocence, John believes he is in prison by the
will of God for his own greater good and God’s glory.
●
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Numb
no
more
From abuse to acting out and drugs, Shane’s life has been a wild ride.
from his family and lost sight of
everything he once enjoyed about
life. And his anger only continued to
boil under the surface. After many
aseball has always been more
fights, Shane’s fourth no-contact
than just a game to Shane. As
order was a felony. His freedom was
a kid, Shane turned to basegone again.
ball as an escape from the
Sitting in jail, Shane received a
abuse and neglect he felt at home.
fateful visit from an old friend who
Throughout his childhood in Monwas a Christian.
roe, Washington, his dad struggled
“I felt like God told me you were in
with alcoholism. Shane would try to
jail,” she told him. “I want to tell you
deﬂect the negativity onto himself
that God has forgiven you.”
to protect his mother. Her outlet,
That’s when Shane broke down
Shane says, was a devout faith in
crying. He knew something needed to
God – something Shane never fully
change, and he knew he couldn’t do
embraced growing up.
it alone. He prayed, “God,
Starved for attention
if you’re real and you can
his dad couldn’t give,
change my life, come
young Shane struggled
change me.”
I WAS
with anger and self-doubt.
In the quiet before
“I was extreme in
TAUGHT
dawn the next morning,
everything I did, which in
THAT MEN Shane couldn’t sleep.
turn gave me lots of highs
and lows,” he explains. “I
DON’T CRY He dusted off a Bible
and started searching for
was very passive aggresanswers.
sive and a people pleaser.
“God showed up that
I’d take a lot from people
morning, and every morning since,”
until I couldn’t, and then I’d blow up.
he shares.
I was taught that men don’t cry. Don’t
“My morning devotions are how
express emotions; just bottle them up
God dials me in every morning. I
and go on with your life.”
meet God every day for coﬀee and
Over performing took its toll, and
devotions, and He has blessed me.
Shane ended up dropping out of high
Mark 1:35 says that while it was still
school at 16. By age 20, striving to
dark, Jesus woke, left the house, and
build the happy home life he always
went to a quiet place and prayed. So,
wanted, Shane had a wife, a child,
I feel like I’m following in His footand more responsibility than he was
steps every morning. In that jail cell,
prepared to handle.
it was quiet. Jails and prisons are so
Desperate for relief from stress and
loud and moving all hours of the day,
the heated arguments with his wife,
until you’re alone at night. Then it’s
Shane turned to meth.
so quiet. And those oﬃcers let me
Drugs helped Shane detach from
get up before everyone else and do
reality – until the police caught
my devotions.”
him with drugs and a ﬁrearm in
By the time Shane transferred
the house. He went to prison for 18
months.
By release day, Shane’s
marriage had crumbled into
divorce. But he left prison
sober, went back to work,
and stayed out of trouble
for the next decade. Life
had resumed, and he even
tried dating again. Then his
girlfriend brought home
something surprising: a bag
of meth. Shane thought, Is
this really happening?
Three weeks in, his girlfriend was hooked. Shane
held his job for a while and
only used meth on the weekends – except those when
his kids came to visit.
“It was easy to be okay
when they were around. As
soon as they’d go home, I’d
go back to using,” Shane
admits.
Soon he and his girlfriend
were not only using but
selling, and their relationship grew more toxic and
abusive. Shane grew distant
BY EMILY ANDRES, PHOTOS
BY BRET DOSS

B

from jail to prison, he was reading Scripture for hours on end and
starting spiritual conversations with
fellow prisoners. He showed up to
every church service he could ﬁnd,
but he still wanted more.
Shane applied for the Prison Fellowship Academy, a faith-based
program that takes people through
a process to confront their issues,
be transformed from the inside out,
and take responsibility for making
better choices.
Through the academy, and with
the help of caring volunteers and the
program curriculum, Shane began
to deal with his lifelong attempt to
escape from problems rather than
resolve them.
“We faced addiction, anger, pain,”
explains Shane.
As he developed good habits and
grew spiritually, he began taking
steps to make amends for his past,
however possible. He wrote an apology letter to his ex-wife. He tried to
reach out to his estranged children,
who ﬁnally started answering his
phone calls and began to realize their
dad was a changed man.
For Shane, the academy became a
safe place to belong to while behind
bars. Then graduation day came, and
he was put to the test.
Released in 2016, Shane wasn’t
sure how to feel when his mom came
to pick him up. He was excited and
equally nervous. But he knew he
could trust God in the face of the
unknown.
Re-entry came with its own curveballs, but Shane remained grounded
in Christ.
He connected with a church, where
pastors and other church members
helped him ﬁnd work and
supportive friendships.
Now working for a
Christian employer, Shane
enjoys helping with services
at a local Gospel mission
twice a month, serving the
homeless, and mentoring
three former prisoners.
“I had a lot of struggles,
but God covered me. All
these things I wanted so
badly when I was younger,
God gave me in His time. I
just had to be obedient and
humble. It’s not about me.
It’s about what God is doing
in me,” Shane shares.
●
The original of this article can be
found at www.prisonfellowship.org
and it is used with kind permission.

Shane now helps at a
local Gospel mission twice
a month, serving the
homeless, and mentoring
three former prisoners.

Kevin Kemp and his wife Brenda.

Drugs derailed
my dreams

M

usician Kevin Kemp had a promising career in the LA music and
nightclub scene and was looking forward to his big breakthrough.
Unfortunately, he was drawn into drugs and crime.
“I was seduced by the lifestyle,” Kevin tells The 700 Club.
“I started selling dope and making money, eventually became my own
best customer and started smoking up my product and my proﬁts. It was
downhill from there.”
He got involved with a group of people who decided to break into a
house and rob its occupant. Kevin didn’t actually enter the house - he was
the lookout guy and stayed outside.
He did, however, see much of what occurred. “I’m looking through the
window, and there was an altercation in the house. I saw him go down.
We left.” Not knowing what had happened to the robbery victim, Kevin
returned to check on him - and found him dead. He called the police but
scrambled out of there. He wasn’t able to stay hidden for long though as
the police ultimately caught up with him.
Kevin eventually confessed to the murder, even though he didn’t actually commit the crime, because he felt responsible - he was the one who
planned the robbery.
“I felt like I set him up,” Kevin admits. “If I had not been for that, nothing
ever would have happened. He’d still be here if it wasn’t for me.” Found
guilty of second-degree murder, Kevin was sentenced to 15 years to life in
prison. “I didn’t hear the 15 years part just that I was going to spend the
rest of my life incarcerated. How am I going to do it?”
The sentence was just as devastating for Kevin’s partner Brenda, with
whom he had two children. She says: “I didn’t think he would ever see
the light of day. I was really worried about his survival, the kids growing
up, especially my son, without his dad being here.””
She decided she would do her best. As Kevin shares: “She came and told
me that, ‘if you dedicate your life to me and your son, I will do as much of
this time with you as I can.’ ”
The couple were married in a prison waiting
room, but life in prison was tough for the ﬁrst-time
GOD
oﬀender.
WILL
“I felt really bad about myself. Really like
worthless.”
FORGIVE
Then a stranger visited him and told him God
YOU FOR
could forgive his crime and change his life.
“I remember telling him, ‘Man, I blew it. It’s over.’
THAT
I was taking the Ten Commandments literally: ‘Thou
shalt not kill’. I said, ‘I’m done.’” But the man told
him about Jesus.
“‘God will forgive you for that. God will forgive you.’ He convinced me
that God will forgive us for any sin if we repent (turn away from it) and
confess it to Him. So, he led me through the sinner’s prayer.”
Kevin began attending Bible studies that the chaplain held in prison.
“Initially it was to get out of the cell,” Kevin admits, “and then I started to
really come to know God through reading my Bible. Jesus means everything to me. Jesus is my example, my strength, my hope. That’s what I
live for. I live to please God.”
Kevin’s life began developing positively. He earned a college degree and
began helping the chaplain. However, his marriage was disintegrating as
Brenda wrestled with some diﬃcult questions.
She says: “I had to ask myself, Who am I? What is it that I want? Why
am I really doing this? Am I doing this for myself? For the kids, for Kevin?
So it just came to that cross in the road. I really loved my husband, but I
just felt I couldn’t do it anymore.”
After seven years, they divorced, but Kevin refused to give up.
Kevin served 19 years of his sentence and was released on good behavior.
He says he “became a man” in prison. “I became a man of God in prison.
If you can really get a grip on God, really trust Him and know that He can
change lives, we can make it.”
His ﬁrst priority upon leaving jail was to rekindle his relationship with
Brenda. “We talked and decided to start dating again. We decided to start
right this time. We’re going to do it God’s way. We did that,” Kevin says.
“We dated for six months before we got married.” Brenda has also become
a Christian. Kevin, ever the musician, has started a gospel group called
Redemption. Most of its members are former prisoners.
“The music is really secondary. It’s about becoming men of God and
understanding discipleship (mentoring). That’s what God’s been giving
me lately. Men need to be discipled.”
Far from being bitter about his prison sentence, Kevin sees it as his
turning point for good. “When I went to prison, I got rescued. I didn’t get
arrested. Jesus rescued me.”
●

“The first step to being happy is being grateful, so focus on counting your
blessings, not your burdens. Regularly writing down all you are grateful for doesn’t
only make you feel good, it can improve overall well-being.”
– Dr Michael Mol
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I was locked up but I found freedom
I

Lord’s Prayer. Jackie received a two
There’s no discrimination or fear –
year sentence, but served 10 months
they don’t treat us differently…That
in prison with 14 months on parole.
was instrumental in turning things
At the beginning of her imprisonaround.”
Jackie’s relationship with God
ment, Jackie vowed that she would
grew, and she gave her life to Christ!
spend the time getting clean, and she
When Jackie was released in Seprecalls feeling “carried by God” in this
time. Jackie explains that despite,
tember 2019, she had a new lease on
“what should have been an extremely
life, and was devoted to her relationterrifying experience,
ship with God. As she
I felt an incredible
walked out of the prison,
peace, a peace that I
she said to herself, “I’m
I LOST
knew had to be from
going to come back to
EVERYTHING serve these women.”
the Heavenly Father.”
One of the ways
However, within two
TO CRIME
Jackie was carried
weeks of her release,
by God through her
Jackie had fallen back
imprisonment was
into old habits, finding it
through the regular visits from a
very difficult to stay away from past
team of Prison Fellowship volunrelationships. She picked up her
addiction again, but, knowing that
teers. Jackie says these women,
“it wasn’t right”, she prayed earnestly
“Carried the love of God”.
to God for help. After 8 months
“Prison is very sterile”, and, “these
of daily prayer, one night Jackie,
ladies have so much love, they share
“Went to bed an addict and woke up
the love of God with us.”
a non-addict.” God had answered her
Despite attending a Catholic school
prayers and healed her overnight.
as a child, Jackie had never opened
“God extended that grace to me.”
the Bible, and she did not know the
Jackie now began to pick up the
God she prayed to occasionally. The
Jackie with Prison
pieces
and build a new life for herPrison
Fellowship
team
would
pray
Fellowship Queensland
with Jackie and the other inmates,
self. Looking back, she can see how
state manager Graham
read the Bible with them, and most
God was at work at that time. There
Hembrow in 2021.
of all, love them.
were “crazy little things”, Jackie says,
Inset: Jackie’s mugshot
Jackie
says,
“They
would
remem“like after moving to south Brisbane,
taken upon her arrest
I was looking for a church. As I was
ber things about us the next time they
in 2018, and her release
exercising I saw the sign for a church.
saw us. There’s a difference when you
photo the following year.
I visited one service and never looked
get treated with the love of Jesus.
back. God’s had his hand on every
little thing since my release.”
Last year, Jackie connected with
Prison Fellowship Queensland State
Manager Graham Hembrow on
Facebook.
Jackie knew that she wanted to be
involved with Prison Fellowship after
her release. She said, “I just wanted
telling other prisoners about the hope and
to make a difference – Prison FelStanley Stever with his
fresh start he had found in Jesus, and studylowship has made all the difference
wife Amy. Photo: Andrew
ing the Bible.
in my life.”
Carter/Marion Star
“I would spend the next 21 years
Since she can’t become a prison
mentoring inside that prison, reaching as
chaplain due to her criminal history,
many people as I could. It was a time of
Jackie decided to become an officerenewal for me. It was a time of resurrecbased volunteer with Prison Fellowtion,” Stanley reflects. He feels that in some
ship. She says it was “the happiest
way it gave his crime some meaning and
day ever,” and she was so pleased
helped him make up for the life he took.
to be able to, “come full circle”, and
He said it’s amazing to see how many
“give back” to the community.
lives he has changed through his redempAs Jackie knows from experience,
tion story.
post-release support is crucial for
A few years later, Stanley met Amy
those wanting to make a permanent
through Kindway, the Christian prison
change in their lives. “It is very easy
ministry he worked with, and they were
to fall back into old patterns and relamarried in 2012. This was the second
tionships that got you into trouble.
radical change for the once-ostracized boy,
“If I could set up connect groups
who now understood not only the deep
with girls who have been released,
love of his heavenly Father but that of his
that would be amazing. God will
faithfully-waiting wife.
make a way,” she says.
Stanley, now 52, was eventually released
Jackie completed a Diploma of
in a search for community and a sense of belong- in 2020, having served 33 years. In an interview
Leadership last year, and will begin
ing, Stanley joined the Aryan Brotherhood, a with The Christian Post, he said he believes that
an Associate Degree of Ministry this
God has forgiven him for the murder he commitnotorious neo-Nazi gang.
year, which she hopes will lead to
“I was a child in an adult prison. I just wanted to ted and that there is hope for others who have
some job opportunities. “I don’t care
fit in and it was the easiest route it seemed like to committed crimes to be reconciled to God through
if I make peanuts, I want to make a
me, to get with a bunch of guys like me,” he said. Jesus Christ. “I wasn’t born a murderer. I didn’t
difference.”
“It was like a family to me. It really was at first.”
wake up one day thinking, ‘you know what, I’m
In the meantime, she “lives every
Then, about a dozen years into Stanley’s sen- going to take someone’s life today.’ That’s not who
day with joy as my portion, with a
tence, the leader of the Aryan Brotherhood went I am,” Stanley states.
whole heart.” She says, “My days
“I was a child with no sense of
on a weekend retreat and converted to
following Jesus are filled with joy
direction, with no supervision, with
Christianity, coming back a changed
and purpose. He will see me through
no identity, with no respect for life.
man. This convinced Stanley to also
I WASN’T
everything.”
And if you add all of that up, it’s a
try the four-day program.
Looking back, Jackie can see all
BORN
A
recipe for tragic results. And that’s
“An outside team came in and just
the ways that God was working in
shared and showered the love of God
MURDERER what happened.”
her life. “I lost everything to crime –
However, even though he underon us. I learned about forgiveness
possessions, relationships, dignity,”
that weekend. When you walk around
stands he is forgiven, Stanley doesn’t
which have now been restored by
after doing a crime like I did, you just
forget what he has done because God
God’s grace. Even her relationship
carry that guilt and shame and everything that is using his story to help change others.
with her son, Jordan, has been
goes along with that. You carry it with you and
“It is awesome to bring the love of God into
restored. “There’s still a long way to
you can’t get rid of it,” Stanley explains.
other people’s lives. We’ve actually expanded the
go, but he’s not embarrassed by me
“You’re trying to fill that void with something prison ministry into a re-entry ministry that helps
anymore.”
else, but you can’t fill it. Christ is the only thing the men and women transition from prison out
“I wouldn’t change anything,
that can fill that. When Jesus came into my life, into society and become successful,” Stanley says.
because it was the only way to get to
everything changed.”
“My job involves going in and working with
this point. My worst nightmare was
That was on October 31,1999.
incarcerated men and women, and we meet them
going to prison, but it was where I
“Becoming a Christian was almost like being a where they are and help them work through their
had to go to be set completely free.
recipient of a heart transplant, and it gave me the past. And then, we help them transition back into
She clings to the truth in John
ability to come to the understanding that I have a communities. It brings peace to my spirit to know
8:36, “Whom the Son sets free is free
new heart. And with that new heart, there’s a new that I am making a difference, one person at a
indeed”. She says, “I have well and
responsibility,” he said. Immediately he began time.”
●
truly been set free.”
●
n her early 20s, Jackie lived in
Papua New Guinea with her husband and young son, Jordan*,
and taught at a local school. But
when the marriage broke down,
Jackie’s life took a sudden turn and
she was forced to return to Australia
without Jordan.
Heartbroken and reeling, Jackie
was plunged into deep depression.
In order to combat her loneliness
and despair, Jackie began using
methamphetamine.
Very quickly, Jackie’s addiction
had taken over her life. Homeless
and unstable, Jackie found herself
on the Gold Coast, dealing drugs to
support her habit.
But even in the depths of her
despair, Jackie maintained a strong
moral code that she had learnt as a
child, and wanted to live a morallyupright life. After several failed
attempts to get clean, Jackie became
overwhelmed and desperate, and she
began to pray to God.
In November 2018, Jackie was
arrested for possession of 2.5 ounces
of methamphetamine and three firearms. At the time, she was living with
a career criminal, who was on parole
for bank robbery. In order to protect
him, Jackie claimed the stash was her
own. As the police officers walked her
out to the car, Jackie says there was a,
“crazy moment that I felt prompted
to pray”, so she knelt and prayed the

I left prison a different man

S

tanley Stever served 33 years in prison
for a murder he committed in 1987,
but during that time two life-changing
events happened that meant the man
they released in October 2020 was very different from the teenager they incarcerated
all those years ago.
Stanley’s home life was loving and he
had two great role models for parents – his
mother, who was hardworking and selfless and his father, who also worked hard,
respected women and loved his family.
Growing up in Northern Sycamore, Ohio,
Stanley had six sisters and one brother. One
thing he did lack, however, was discipline.
“Whenever I would fall short or do anything wrong, it would be, you know, ‘boys
will be boys’ [or] ‘he’ll grow out of it’. My
father didn’t have a clue what I was going
through,” Stanley said.
“I guess you would call it a normal childhood, except for the [bullying] that would
happen at school,” he added. “I would physically
get sick walking into school because of the anxiety
that I had about going to school and knowing that I
was going to be teased and belittled the whole day.
And really, that’s when the anger and the rage first
started, which changed my mindset as a child.”
Being raised in the 1970s, didn’t help, because
counseling and in-school intervention for bullying
were not common during that time.
“The tagline for that generation was ‘sticks and
stones will break your bones, but names will never
hurt you’ and ‘knuckle up and be a man’. And these
are the things that they would tell the young boys
that were going through it,” Stanley remembers.
“I alienated myself. I didn’t like people. I didn’t
like being around people.”
To mask his pain, Stanley turned to drugs and
alcohol.
“I would do just about anything that was put in
front of me ... I hated myself and I hated everything about me and I would do anything to get rid
of that pain,” he admitted, “[Using] let me not be
the person that I hated. I became someone that I
could make up. I became a chameleon.”
About two years later, at age 17, Stanley’s
bottled-up anger turned to rage and he killed
someone. After his arrest and during the trial, he
turned 18, so that he was tried as an adult and
sentenced to 20 years to life in prison.
During the next three decades at the Marion
Correctional Institution (MCI) in Marion County,
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WORDS FOR THE HEART

STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

John 15:22-16:19
INTRODUCTION
WE are now part-way through the
lessons Jesus was teaching His men
in the Upper Room. All He taught is
covered in chapters 14, 15 and 16.
What Jesus wanted was for His men to
be ready for life and service after He
had gone. They would find opposition
to the Gospel they had to share, even
risking their lives. But the lessons are
for us also as we live in a sometimes
unfriendly world. God has made
provision for us by sending the Holy
Spirit to be with us.
Ch 15: Verses 22, 23 “If I had not
come and spoken to them, they would
not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they
have no excuse for their sin. He who
hates me, hates my Father as well.”
The Lord is talking about the Jews
who have heard much of what He
taught and claimed about himself.
Because they have not believed, they
are guilty and can find no excuse.
Their attitude is one of hatred of
God even though they would claim

otherwise. Verses 24, 25 “If I had not
done among them what no-one else
did, they would not be guilty of sin. But
now they have seen these miracles and
yet they have hated both me and my
Father. But this is to fulfil what is written
in their Law: ‘They hated me without
reason.’”
The miracles which Jesus did in
front of these people should have
convinced those watching that Jesus
was the Son of God. The question
was ‘How can a mere man do such
amazing things such as giving sight
to the blind and raising the dead?’ But
instead of seeing the obvious truth,
these leaders had hardened their
hearts and turned against the Lord.
They had no reason to condemn Him,
but they did.
Verses 26, 27 “When the Counselor
comes, whom I will send to you from
the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes
out from the Father, he will testify about
me; but you must also testify, for you
have been with me from the beginning.”
When Jesus departs, the Holy Spirit,
called here the Counselor, will come
and make the truth known. He will
continue the work of revealing who
Jesus is; the Son of God and the Savior
of the world. The disciples will also be
at work, telling of all the things they
have seen and heard. They have been

HOW DO I BECOME A CHRISTIAN?

What? Salvation is an eternal relationship with God – now on Earth and, after we
die, in Heaven.
The Lord Jesus says: “I tell you the truth. Everyone who believes in Me has eternal life.”
John 6:47
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.
John 16:33
Who? Anyone can gain the eternal life offered through Jesus Christ, regardless of
how you have previously lived or what you have previously believed.
God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
Why? Because sin separates us from a holy God. Sin is all the wrong things we do,
say and think, as well as our desire to be our own boss.
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Romans 3:23
How? The Bible says you become a Christian by confessing with your mouth that
Jesus is Lord and believing in your heart that God raised Him from the dead.
If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe
and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.
Romans 10:8b-10
Ready to change your life forever? Here is a prayer you can pray, but you can
also use your own words. The words are not as important as the heart attitude –
which only God can see.
Almighty God, Creator of Heaven and Earth,
I acknowledge that I am a sinner. Please forgive me for all the ways I have
disobeyed and defied You.
Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, to earth to live the perfect life I
couldn’t, and die on the cross for my sins. Thank You that His blood was sufficient
to pay my debt to You, and His resurrection proves that there is life beyond death.
I accept that His sacrifice is all I need to get right with You –
I bring nothing I have done but I give you everything I am. Help me to live for You.
Please be my Savior and my Master. Amen.

instructed by the greatest teacher.
Ch 16: Verses 1- 4 “All this I have
told you so that you will not go astray.
They will put you out of the synagogue;
in fact, a time is coming when anyone
who kills you will think he is offering
a service to God. They will do such
things because they have not known
the Father or me. I have told you this
so that when the time comes you will
remember that I warned you. I did not
tell you this at first because I was with
you.”
Jesus is telling His men plainly that
life is going to be hard for them. They
will be forced out of the synagogue
(the Jewish church) and even be killed
for their faith. In our day, there are
those who kill Christians and fancy
that they are doing it for the God they
worship. Though the people who
opposed the disciples were religious,
Jesus said that they were astray from
God. When He was with them at the
beginning, the disciples had no need
to fear.
Verses 5, 6 “Now I am going to Him
who sent me, yet none of you even asks
me, ‘Where are you going?’ Because
I have said these things you are filled
with grief.”
Apparently it was hard for the
disciples to grasp what Jesus meant
when He talked of departing. The
thought of being without Jesus was
too much for them to realize. It seems
plain to us that He was saying that
He would go through death and
then to heaven to be with the Father.
Whatever it was to be, it made these
men sad.
Verses 7-11 “But I tell you the truth:
It is for your good that I am going away.
Unless I go away, the Counselor will
not come to you; but if I go, I will send
Him to you. When He comes He will
prove the world wrong about sin and
righteousness and judgment: about
sin, because men do not believe in me;
about righteousness, because I am
going to the Father, where you can see
me no longer; and about judgment,
because the prince of this world now
stands condemned.”
It is for their advantage that Jesus
leaves and the Holy Spirit comes. For
without the Spirit, these men could
not see spiritual victories -- people
turning to the Savior. The Spirit
convinces the human heart and mind
of vital truths. He shows that unbelief
is sin, that righteousness is the
holiness and goodness seen in the life
of Jesus, and that judgment is coming
to all who oppose God. Special
mention is made of the prince of this
world, Satan, who is now condemned.
Verses 12-16 “I have much more
to say to you, more than you can now
bear. But when He, the Spirit of truth
comes, He will guide you into all truth.
He will not speak on his own; He will
speak only what He hears, and He will

Challenge

Welcome to this Bible Study. Read slowly what I have
written. If you have a Bible, look up the reference
verses given, and allow the Holy Spirit to minister
to your soul through them. – ALAN BAILEY

I have prayed
this prayer.

tell you what is yet to come. He will
bring glory to me by taking what is
mine and making it known to you. All
that belongs to the Father is mine. That
is why I said the Spirit will take from
what is mine and make it known to you.
In a little while you will see me no more,
then after a little while you will see me.”
The disciples have before them the
task of preaching and teaching that
Jesus is the Savior of the world and
that no-one can be saved without
Him. It is obvious that this task is
a great challenge, considering the
unbelief which Jesus encountered.
But the Holy Spirit was to do a
quiet, supernatural work in people
to convince them of their need
of a Savior. Precious truths about
the nature of God and His love for
mankind would be revealed. This is
the only way people can be saved.
Thank God, the Spirit is at work in our
world today.
Verses 17, 18 “Some of His disciples
said to one another, ‘What does He
mean by saying, ‘In a little while you
will see me no more,’ and ‘Then after
a little while you will see me,’ and
‘Because I am going to the Father’?’
They kept asking, ‘What does He mean
by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand
what He is saying.’”
Because we know what happened
to Jesus, it all seems straightforward
enough to us. But the disciples
couldn’t piece together the
statements about not being able to
see Him, then after a little while being
able to see Him and that He was
going to the Father.
It was an outline that they couldn’t
follow, especially as they were not
reconciled to the idea of Jesus dying.
The cross was still very obscure to
them.
Verse 19 “Jesus saw they wanted to
ask Him about this...”
There follows quite a long answer
which is more satisfying to the
disciples. In verse 28 Jesus says “I
came from the Father and entered
the world; now I am leaving the world
and going back to the Father.”
We will learn more in our next
study.
CONCLUSION

Bible
Some ‘starting oﬀ’ literature
Information on a helpful church

* Please tick and write clearly *
Name ___________________________________Age ________________
Address _____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Send to: Challenge Literature Fellowship, 2634 Drake Road, Lebanon Ohio, 45036
All overseas enquiries are referred onto someone in their own country
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- John 16:13

1. Tell someone - either a fellow prisoner who is a Christian, or your Prison Chaplain.
2. Ask a friend or family member to bring you a Bible. Ask the Prison Chaplain to
sign you up to a correspondence discipleship program.
3. Keep praying. Talk to God anywhere, about anything. He is always listening,
and you don’t need a formula.
4. Find out if your prison has church services and attend them regularly.

Please
send me:
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“But when He,
the Spirit of truth
comes, He will
guide you into all
truth.”

What now?

AS A NEXT STEP :
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The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.
PSALM 19:1-2 NIV

We should not fail to see that it is
a great privilege for us to be able to
read vital, divine truths revealed by
the Lord Jesus, and to experience the
convicting work of the Holy Spirit.
Surely these things are more valuable
than anything else we will encounter
in life. They are secrets that should
be widely proclaimed and widely
received. Let us search our own
hearts.
●

From success
to setback
BY GREG LAURIE
JOSEPH’S story occupies more
space in the book of Genesis
than the stories of Adam, Noah,
Abraham, Isaac, or his own father,
Jacob. He was the son of Jacob’s
true love, Rachel, and his own
brothers hated him.
Their antagonism and hostility
toward him, fueled by envy,
began to grow, and ultimately
they decided they wanted to kill
Joseph. But they changed their
minds when a group of Midianite
slave traders passed by. So they
sold Joseph to them for 20 pieces
of silver. Then the Midianites
brought Joseph to Egypt.
Potiphar, the man who purchased
Joseph, was very powerful, the
head of Pharaoh’s palace guard.
Joseph was so responsible,
so hardworking, and so full of
integrity that Potiphar gave him
more and more responsibilities.
Ultimately, he put Joseph in
charge of his entire estate.
However, Potiphar’s wife was
determined to sleep with Joseph,
who kept refusing her. She was far
from subtle about it, and one day
when the other servants had left
the house, she grabbed Joseph
and pulled him down on the bed.
Joseph ran out of the house as
fast as he could, but she falsely
accused him of rape. So Potiphar
sent Joseph to prison.
How easily Joseph could have
been discouraged. How easily he
could have said to God, “Lord, I
can’t take this anymore. First, my
brothers sell me into slavery, and
then this woman tries to entice
me. I resisted her, and then she
lied about me! Now I’m in prison.
This isn’t fair!” It wasn’t fair. Yet the
Bible never tells us that Joseph
said anything to that effect. He
could have felt like God had
forgotten him, but the Bible gives
us this very important detail: “The
Lord was with Joseph” (Genesis
39:21 NLT). The Lord was with
Joseph as he sat there in that
prison. And wherever you are
today, the Lord will be with you,
too.

