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When he was 16 he was arrested 
for a gang-related murder and sen-
tenced to 13 years in jail. When he 
was moved to a diff erent prison, he 
was sentenced to the remainder of 
his term - 12 years - in solitary con-
fi nement because he 
was so dangerous.

Casey was a ‘shot 
caller’, one of the 
power brokers of 
the gang world who 
determines who gets 
to live and who dies. 

He didn’t scare 
Frances  Proctor 
though. Frances was a diminutive 
woman who came with a church 
group every month and took a spe-
cial interest in Casey. “I am going 
to put you on my prayer hit list 
and Jesus is going to use you,” she 

declared to him.
Casey laughed at her. He knew 

nothing - nor did he want to - about 
Jesus Christ, the Bible or church. 
For the next 18 months Frances 
visited Casey and prayed with him 

every time.
There is nothing to 

do in a solitary con-
fi nement cell. Casey 
was used to lying 
down on the con-
crete slab that was 
his bed and staring 
at the wall. 

One day he had an 
astonishing experience. “I was lying 
on my bunk and I started to see what 
looked like a fi lm on my wall. This 
fi lm was showing me my life being 
played back, from when I was small, 
the fi rst candy I stole at a 7-eleven.”

Vision Vision 
shows shows 
gangster gangster 
the truththe truth

Interspersed with the video of his 
life Casey would see “a guy carry-
ing a cross and there were crowds 
around him.”

H e  w a s  c o m -
pletely mesmerised 
- and clueless. He 
had absolutely no 
church background. 
“I had never picked 
up a Bible or gone to 
church. I knew zero 
of Christianity.

“I just knew that 
whoever was car-
rying this cross - 
nobody liked him. He 
kept looking at me. I 
thought I was losing 
my mind. That hap-
pens a lot in solitary confi nement.”

He saw nails going into the man’s 

hands and his feet and the cross 
being raised. The man on the cross 
looked at him and said: “Darwin, 

I did this for you.” 
Casey’s eyes popped. 
Darwin was the 
name on his birth 
certificate. Hardly 
anyone called him 
that - he had always 
been called Casey. 
How did this man 
know?

The video con-
tinued. “I  knew 
murder, I knew the 
sounds of someone’s 
life taken out. I saw 
the man’s face drop 
and I heard Him 

take His last breath. And that’s the 
moment I got into the centre of 
my cell and asked for forgiveness. 
Nobody had ever told me about ask-
ing for forgiveness, nobody taught 
me how to pray. I just did it.

“I was weeping uncontrollably. I 
had never cried before. In a hard life 
there’s no room for that. But when 
you encounter Christ and you see 
that someone has paid the price. I 
just knew in my heart something 
had changed and I told God I was 
sorry for all the things I’d done.”

A few days later Casey says he 
heard God audibly telling him to see 
the prison chaplain. As he recounted 
his experience, the chaplain, with 
tears in his eyes, opened his Bible 
and started reading about the cruci-
fi xion - something Casey had never 
heard of before then. 

Later, God told Casey to make it 
known in that he was a Christian 
and wanted nothing more to do 
with gang life. Casey did as he was 
told - and resigned himself to being 
murdered because that was the price 
for abandoning the gang.

“Even as a kid I knew 
I wouldn’t have a 
p r o b l e m  t a k i n g 
another man’s life,” 
says one-time gang 

leader Casey Diaz. He was 11 when 
he first stabbed a man with a 
screwdriver. 

Casey grew up in Los Angeles. 
His mother was a seamstress who 
worked all day. His father sold 
drugs.

“My father was extremely violent,” 
says Casey, now 48, in an appear-
ance on The Eric Metaxas Show. 
“There was not one week that my 
mom was not beaten senseless and 
left in a pool of blood at his hands.”

Casey joined a gang when he was 
11. One night he went out with them 
to confront a rival gang member 
who they ended up stabbing. Casey’s 
gang leader turned to him and said: 
“Now it’s your turn.”

“That one event changed every-
thing,” Casey murmurs. “I lived a 
life of extreme violence. It became 
an everyday thing. I enjoyed it; I 
craved it.”

WHEN YOU WHEN YOU 
JUST CAN’TJUST CAN’T

JESSICA LONG
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MOST of us have heard 
the phrase “Jesus loves 
you”. It sounds ‘nice’, 
non-judgemental and 
kind, but what does 
it actually mean? If 
God loves everyone, 
no matter how you 
behave or what you 
believe then does it 
matter how we behave 
or what we believe? 

“Jesus (or God) loves you” is a phrase that does not 
actually appear in the Bible and, although it is true and 
seemingly simple to understand, the word “love” has 
been so diluted and rede� ned by our culture that saying 
“Jesus loves you” is often either meaningless to people or 
misunderstood.

Too often one might think that when Christians say 
“Jesus loves you” they mean God looks on you with kindly 
a� ection like a big daddy in the sky, indulgently patting 
you on the head and overlooking any bad behavior. Or 
that the phrase means that Jesus loves all your lifestyle 

choices and endorses 
all your ideas, clapping 
from the sidelines and 
cheering you on like a 
life-coach.

However, here is 
an analogy that more 
accurately portrays 
what that phrase “Jesus 
loves you” means. 

Imagine a kitten 
stuck in a sewer pipe 

underground. It was born down there. It is cold and wet 
and dirty, and the only light it has seen comes through a 
pavement grate. It suspects there is more to life than its 
dark, smelly existence but it has no power to escape. Love 
comes by and sees that kitten, meowing pathetically down 
there on the other side of the grate. Love is moved with 
compassion and has the power to rescue the creature, 
and so Love removes the grate and reaches down into 
the sewer pipe and o� ers to help, calling to the kitten in a 
gentle, kind voice.

Jesus loves me - so what?Jesus loves me - so what?

HE GAVE IT ALL 
UP FOR ME. NOT 
THE OTHER 
WAY AROUND.

 Turn to page 3 Turn to page 2
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ACROSS
3 Go without (meals) 
7 Trunk, torso 
9 Battery terminal 
11  Catastrophic 

destruction 
12 Unload, as stock 
13 Exterior 
14 Small islands 
19 Free (from) 
22 Prophet in a fish 
26 Wind instrument 
27 Miner’s lamp (6,4)
28 Long (for) 
29 Lamenting word 
30 Like a busybody 

DOWN
1 Aspirations 
2 Bike around 
4  Fight stopping 

event 
5  Contribution to 

discussion 
6 Stake for a sign 

7 Plain, no frills 
8 Barbie & Ken 
10 Not shallow 
15 Hit the slopes 
16 Like a hose 

17  Precursors of 
Humvees 

18 Flower on valentines 
20 Back tooth 
21 Bedouin, historically 

23 Indian bread 
24 Bushy hairdo 
25 Coop group 

7 5 3
1 2 4

5 2 6
7 8 5 4
3 7

8 2 5 3
9 7 4

5 3 6
7 2 8

Love does not grab the kitten by 
the scruff of the neck, it holds out its 
hand and invites the kitten to take 
that final step to safety. 

That is how God loves us. He sees 
our situation, filthy with sin and 
trapped in our meaningless lives, and 
God cared enough to do something 
to rescue us and He is powerful 
enough to make a way for that to 
happen – through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. And then 
He extends an invitation and we have 
a choice.

If that kitten takes the final step 
and walks into Love’s hand, then that 
kitten needs to know two things. 
One is that everything will change. 
That kitten will get washed, live 
somewhere else, do different things 
and leave behind the life and diet it 
has always known. 

The second thing is that if that 
kitten takes the hand that is offered, 
it will belong to its rescuer. Love will 
own it and, from then on, its life will 
not be its own. It will not be able to 
dictate its own path. 

Sometimes Love will let it 
experience things that hurt and that 
it doesn’t understand – like vet visits 
and shots. But the kitten can always 
know that everything Love allows is 
for its good.

What the kitten can’t do is thank 
Love for the hand up and then go and 
live its life on its own terms. It will end 
up back in the sewer.

Accepting Jesus as our rescuer, our 

Saviour, means that we agree to a 
wholesale makeover so that we are fit 
to live in His house, and we also agree 
to Him being our master – our Lord. If 
we want any part of our old life more 
than we want the new life He offers us 
then we need to understand His offer 
is all or nothing. 

Becoming a Christian is not like 
adding some condiment to your life, 
like you do to improve or change 
the flavor of your food. That is a 
false gospel. Jesus is no add on, no 
rubber stamp for your lifestyle. Jesus 
loves you enough to pull you out of 
the mess that you are in and make 
all things new. This is exactly what 
the bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 
chapter 5 and verse 17 which says; 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold all things have 
become new.” His rescue offer cost 
Him everything on the cross, and in 
return He requires everything of us if 
we accept it. 

Love reached down and made a 
way out of your sewer, do you trust 
Love enough to take His hand? ● 

 From page 1

Amber Bigelow’s grandmother 
gave her granddaughter 
three simple rules when the 
12-year-old went to Arkansas 

to live with her - “get good grades, 
don’t do drugs and don’t have sex”.

Amber broke every rule - and after 
three years was sent back to Min-
nesota to her mother, who struggled 
with alcohol abuse, in Minnesota. 

In Minnesota, the rule-breaking 
continued. One day, Amber tried 
meth - and was immediately hooked. 
“It had me at hello,” is how she 
describes the instant addiction.

She got pregnant at 16 but contin-
ued to use drugs. After giving birth, 
the stress of motherhood coupled 
with the demands of school and her 
addiction led her to leave her daugh-
ter with her mother so she could 
smoke dope. She would often stay 
away from home for weeks.

When her daughter’s father peti-
tioned to lower his child support 
payments, Amber showed up to court 
high and told him: “You can take her. 
I don’t want her.” 

“After that I ran the streets hard,” 
confesses Amber.

For the next few years Amber 
stayed in a revolving door of jail, 
treatment and relapse but finally 
completed a rehabilitation program 
and for a while seemed to have put 
her old life behind her.

She got married, bought a house 
and even graduated from college 
with a four-year degree in crimi-
nal justice. It looked like she had 
turned the corner - until she started 
drinking.

Amber’s job required her to work 

long nights at a juvenile detention 
center. “I would get home at 7 a.m. 
and I would drink,” she admits. “I 
would be annihilated by 9 a.m.” This 
went on for about a year - and then 
the drugs returned - and this time her 
husband got involved.

“My marriage was falling apart, 
my husband was getting high with 
pills—it was just a disaster,” she says. 
“Once I relapsed, I was like, ‘I’ll just 
do this once in a while, not a big deal.’ 
” But it was a big deal.

As “once in a while” became “once 
is never enough”, Amber began sell-
ing drugs too, enjoying the money, 
power and control it gave her.

The downward spiral contin-
ued - she hung out with the wrong 
company, cheated on her husband 
and did whatever it took to score her 
next high.

Finally, the law caught up with her 
and she was sent to jail. Ironically, 
after years of trying to evade capture, 
Amber says “there was also a peace 
which I now know came from God 
- I felt, it’s finally over. I can finally 
change my life and start over.”

Her new beginning started with a 
visit from a woman named Lisa from 
the Prison Fellowship Academy. As 
soon as Amber heard what Lisa had 
to say, she filled out the paperwork to 
join the program. You could say the 
program had her at “hello”.

PFA is founded on the Christian 
belief of human dignity and redemp-
tion. Its curriculum teaches biblical 
principles and values.

Amber says she had a superficial 
idea of God. “I knew He existed but 
it’s like you pray when you’re in 
trouble, ‘God, get me out of this and 
I’ll be a good kid.’ ”

After completing the program, 
Amber says she had a deeper sense of 
Jesus—and who she was in His eyes. 
It also gave her a sense of community 
she hadn’t felt before.

“I started crying, and everyone 
was there to comfort me and give 
me words of encouragement and 
pray with me. … I felt accepted. The 
staff and volunteers made a very dark 
place very bright. I learned I didn’t 
have to change overnight.”

She also realized God had been 
present throughout her life. After her 
release, Amber and her husband - 
who had also been imprisoned - were 
reconciled. They went to marriage 
counselling, got sober and have been 
together now for 10 years.

She prays to be reunited with her 
own daughter someday. She says: “If 
God can restore my marriage with all 
the damage that’s been done, hope is 
possible, recovery is possible, resto-
ration and reconciliation are possible 
… there is hope for me, and there’s 
hope for anybody that’s in a dark 
place.” ●

This article is from the Prison 
Fellowship Academy website.

Struggle finally won Struggle finally won 
against drugs, drink against drugs, drink 

Jesus loves me Jesus loves me 
- so what?- so what?

When Rhonda Bear 
was 12 and feeling 
nervous before she 
competed in state 

soccer playoffs, her coach gave 
her half a dose of Valium to 
calm her stomach.

Sharing her story with CBN, 
Rhonda said that pill gave her 
peace, relief, and confidence. 
It also lessened the pain of her 
parents’ divorce and living with 
her alcoholic stepfather.

“He would drink, he would 
throw our furniture out the 
window – we were always 
running for our life,” she 
remembers. 

Rhonda felt rejected.
“Drugs made it feel a whole lot 

better,” she admits.
Rhonda stole pills from friends’ 

medicine cabinets, but when she 
started using cocaine and Quaaludes 
(a synthetic, nervous system depres-
sant), she began trading her body 
for drugs. 

“I felt nothing,” she explains. “I had 
no conscience. I could give anybody 
anything – just give me the pills.”

Rhonda dropped out of school 
and got arrested for selling drugs. 
She even overdosed several times 
and received treatment in a mental 
hospital. She also found hope in 
Jesus at one point but turned again to 
drugs when she and her sisters were 
abandoned by their mother.

Her friends helped Rhonda to 
attend a Christian drug rehabilita-
tion centre and she spent a year 
trying to turn her life around before 
going home and reconnecting with 
her mother.

“I became clean and  sober and 
I came ready to serve Jesus,” she 
remembers. 

Rhonda married a pastor’s son 
and they had children together. But 
her husband used drugs and told her 

she could too, promising her that he 
wouldn’t let her addiction get out of 
control.

“I believed that, but the truth of the 
matter is I am a horrible drug addict I 
can’t take a little bit and not get out of 
control,” she admits. Rhonda started 
using methamphetamines, an addic-
tion she said took her on a whole new 
journey to hell.

Her marriage ended and Rhonda 
lost custody of her children. She 
describes the rejection they felt when 
she failed to show up at Christmases 
and birthdays. Eventually they 
wanted nothing to do with her.

“They blotted me out of their life,” 
she says. “I really wanted to be this 
mom that I never had and I knew 
rejection and I knew abandonment 
and I didn’t want to do that to them, 
but I had.”

Rhonda was wanted in two states 
for selling drugs but was on the run 
for 10 years before police eventually 
found her in December, 2000, hiding 
under a pile of garbage. The district 
attorney allowed her to celebrate 
Christmas with her children before 
she went to prison. It was then she 
decided that she would return to her 
children after her prison sentence a 
changed woman.

“I’m coming back and I’m com-
ing back good and I’m coming 
back to be a mom and I’m com-
ing back to get my children,” she 
decided.

Rhonda was sentenced to 10 
years in prison but the judge 
said he saw her potential and 
added a provision that if she did a 
12-month drug program she could 
be released earlier.

While completing the drug 
program in prison she attended a 
retreat organized by Kairos Prison 
Ministry. The retreat was a short 
course in Christianity run by vol-
unteers who helped Rhonda learn 
about the love of Jesus Christ and 

she rededicated her life to Him.
“The Lord touched me and I 

encountered His love, His real love, 
and I’ve never been the same since,” 
she says. “The love of Christ changed 
me.”

Rhonda completed the drug pro-
gram and was released on parole 
after serving 19 months of her sen-
tence. She remarried and regained 
joint custody of her children.

“God has healed and restored that 
relationship but it has taken 15 years 
and I had to trust God,” she explains. 
“I had to not try to make something 
happen. I had to wait on forgiveness.”

Rhonda now runs Christian tran-
sitional homes for paroled women 
and their children and founded a 
café that provides work experience 
for women who have recently been 
released from prison. 

“I’ve got what I always wanted – 
the love of a Father,” Rhonda says of 
her relationship with God. “I don’t 
need drugs, I don’t need alcohol 
– I only need Him and He fills my 
heart with love. I don’t fear rejection 
because He loves me.” ●

Rejection goes full circleRejection goes full circle

Rhonda BearRhonda Bear



Challenge  • US Issue 73  •  2021  3

school,” Tyrone admits. “I was 
very defensive. I was taught 
all my life, ‘Defend yourself. 
Don’t let anybody talk bad to 
you. Don’t let  anybody walk 
over you.’ I thought it was me 
against the world.”

Despite this, there was an 
area where Tyrone was fl our-
ishing – basketball. When 
he was 17 he was off ered 
basketball scholarships 
from three colleges.

Then the day came that 
changed his life forever. 
After an argument with 
a teammate off the 
court, Tyrone was 
shot three times. 

“I just thought, 
‘Ok I ’m just 
going to go to 
the hospital. 
They are going 
to patch me 
up.’” Tyrone 
remembers. 
“I was just trying to be strong. I said, 
‘Everything’s going to be fi ne. I’m 
going to heal and then I’m going to 
get him back.’”

However, one of the bullets had hit 
Tyrone’s spine and he was paralyzed. 
He would never play basketball again. 
He spent the next two years working 
out how to get revenge.

“I just couldn’t wait to get through 
the healing process, so I could plan 
to either kill this guy or put him in a 
wheelchair,” he admits. “And it was a two-
year process of trying to fi gure out how to 
get him back and not go to jail.”

Before he had worked out his revenge, 
Tyrone started attending church and spent 
time around men he could fi nally look up 
to. But there was a barrier to him becoming 
a Christian.

“Part of salvation is forgiveness, and I 
wasn’t ready to forgive the guy who shot 
me so that I could be forgiven by God,” 
Tyrone explains. “And If I wanted to have 
that relationship that I longed for as a kid 
and fi ll that empty void, I had to go to God 
on His terms.”

Tyrone said he wanted an authentic rela-
tionship with God, and not be a hypocrite.

“So I decided right then and there, I 
prayed, gave my life to Christ and I forgave 
the guy that shot me,” Tyrone says. And 
then the next day I called him up on the 
phone and told him, I said, ‘On my end, I’m 
letting it go.’”

But he did more than just let it go, Tyrone 
became friends with the man who shot him.

Seventeen-year-old Tyrone Flowers had 
been off ered basketball scholarships 
from three colleges. But when he 
was shot in the spine and became 

paralyzed, his dreams were shattered. 
Getting revenge on his shooter became his 
focus. He wanted to either kill or put his 
shooter in a wheelchair.

Tyrone had been defensive from a young 
age. Growing up in a Kansas City ghetto, 
he said he was taught all his life to defend 
himself and not let anyone walk over him.

In an interview with CBN.com, Tyrone 
said, “My mother made it very clear that she 
didn’t want to be a parent, and my grand-
mother stepped in and took custody of me 
and raised me with her 12 other children.”

Those children – Tyrone’s aunts and 
uncles – cared for Tyrone while his grand-
mother was working two jobs to make ends 
meet.

“Basically my parenting came from teen-
agers so at an early age I was exposed to 
drugs, sex, and alcohol,” Tyrone explains. “I 
can remember getting high at the age of six. 
Everything that they exposed me to I wanted 
to be, because I thought that was success. I 
thought that was positive.”

When Tyrone was seven, child protective 
services removed him from his grand-
mother’s custody when she became too sick 
to care for him. He started living in foster 
homes, where he faced physical, mental and 
emotional abuse. 

He recalled being punished by being 
locked in a basement, surrounded by cob-
webs and concrete. 

He ended up living in group homes but 
was constantly getting shifted because he 
fought with residents and staff . Tyrone was 
angry.

“I didn’t understand why I was not living 
with one of my relatives and my family 
members,” he says.

His anger aff ected his school life as well. 
He said he had an authority problem and 
refused to listen to anyone.

“I was constantly getting kicked out of 

SShot to the spine ended hot to the spine ended 
rebel’s self-reliancerebel’s self-reliance 

school,” Tyrone admits. “I was 
very defensive. I was taught 
all my life, ‘Defend yourself. 
Don’t let anybody talk bad to 
you. Don’t let  anybody walk 
over you.’ I thought it was me 
against the world.”

Despite this, there was an 
area where Tyrone was fl our-
ishing – basketball. When 
he was 17 he was off ered 
basketball scholarships 
from three colleges.

Then the day came that 
changed his life forever. 
After an argument with 
a teammate off the 
court, Tyrone was 
shot three times. 

“I just thought, 
‘Ok I ’m just 
going to go to 

Tyrone Flowers 
has learned to � nd 
contentment in his 

wheelchair.

Life hacker
BY JODY BENNETT

“ONE of the greatest tricks the devil ever pulled was 
making people believe he didn’t exist,” says Kevin 
Spacey’s character, Kaiser Soszay,  in the movie The 
Usual Suspects.

Of course, today it seems ridiculous to believe in 
a bad guy in red tights with horns and a trident. But 
that was just an image Middle Age artists developed 
to try to convey evil in a way that spoke to their 
audience; what if we use an image for evil that 
speaks to us today?  What if I said Satan is a hacker? 

Imagine him as a spiritual hacker – looking for 
weaknesses in your life to exploit and using your 
personal information against you.

Every day thousands of computers are hacked and 
huge amounts of data are compromised, but people 
never think it will happen to them and some are not 
diligent about the precautions they take to avoid 
falling victim. 

In the same way, Satan invades and ruins millions 
of lives every day, and many of those people are 
unaware, unconcerned or foolishly ill-prepared.

The Bible says in 1 Peter 5:8: Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil walks about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

Like a hacker, Satan disguises himself as 
something appealing - an online date or a Nigerian 
banker who wants to give you millions. The Bible 
says in 2 Corinthians 11:14 For Satan himself 
transforms himself into an angel of light.

Like a hacker who can look through your search 
history and work out what scheme is most likely 
to catch you, Satan’s minions (demons) have been 
watching you your whole life, and he has been 
studying humanity for centuries – he knows what 
temptations will lure you most e� ectively. He kicks 
you when you’re down, when you’re tired or sick or 
emotionally vulnerable. Just like a hacker looking 
for weak spots in your � rewall.

We leave our lives open to Satan’s hacks when 
we sin. Sinning is like going onto dodgy websites 
– we know we shouldn’t but it seems interesting 
or harmless at the time, until we � nd ourselves 
compromised, and that there are consequences we 
could not have imagined.

If your computer is hacked, at � rst you may be 
unaware and the e� ect on your performance may be 
minimal. Maybe you just see a cute icon or avatar. 
When � rst you play with sin, allowing Satan to hack 
into your life, you may not notice any harmful side 
e� ects – it may seem quite fun and innocent. 

But soon your performance will be inhibited, 
you will experience glitches, and the information 
you receive will be polluted by the rubbish in your 
system – whether your life or your computer. Like 
many people in this paper, your life may completely 
crash because of the destructive power of sin. 

But regardless how many viruses your life 
has, how hacked it’s been or whether you are 
experiencing ‘the blue screen of death’, Jesus can � x 
it. He can sort out the hacked mess we make of our 
lives and His rules for living defend us from future 
attacks, teaching us to close the � rewall against sin.

Isaiah 1:18 says, “Come now, and let us reason 
together,” says the Lord, “Though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; Though they 
are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 

Why not let Jesus reboot your life today? ●

“Living a life of revenge, anger and frus-
tration does you no good,” he explains. “All 
it does is eat you up on the inside. You’ll 
never become whole by getting someone 
back. You become whole by accepting Jesus 
Christ into your life.”

With revenge no longer in his sights, 
Tyrone started looking for his purpose in 
life.

“Because I realized I couldn’t use my 
body to be successful, I had to use my mind, 
because I wanted to get out of poverty,” 
Tyrone explains. He went on to earn a law 
degree and started an organization called 
Higher Impact, which helps children at risk 
in Kansas City.

“Now when the kids I work with say, ‘I 
want to be a doctor or a lawyer’, I am that 
living testimony that they can do it,” Tyrone 
says. “And I always tell people, ‘The only 
time you’re disabled in life is when you’re 
working outside God’s purpose, because 
whatever God calls you to do He will enable 
you to do it.’ So I’m perfectly able to do what 
God’s called me to do.” ●

When his would-be murderer walked into 
Casey’s cell the next morning, he was trem-
bling. “I can’t do this,” he told Casey. 
Casey walked over to him - and led 
him to the Lord.

This was not the end to Casey’s 
troubles though. Because of his faith 
he was beaten almost to a pulp sev-
eral times.

He was more than a little cross 
when he told God one day: “I gave 
everything up for you and this is 
what I get? And the response I got 
was: ‘You didn’t give anything up for 
Me; I gave it all up for you’. That was 
a calming moment for me. It was the 
truth. He gave it all up for me. Not 
the other way around.”

Released from prison when he was 
24, Casey soon joined a church. He 
is now married with three daughters 
and is a pastor in LA.

He has written a book titled The 
Shot Caller about his incredible jour-
ney from gang leader to God follower. 
A fi lm is in the works. 

“The message,” he declares, “is 
now and always was Jesus is still the 
answer. He is the Way, the Truth 
and the Life and nobody goes to the 
Father but through Him.” ●

 From page 1

Vision shows Vision shows 
gangster the gangster the 
truthtruth
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BY TRACY AGNEW (SUFFOLK NEWS HERALD)

Egypt native Majed El Shafie had an experi-
ence very like the familiar Bible story of 
Daniel in the Lion’s Den. He shared his 
story at a meeting in Suffolk, England two 

years ago.
El Shafie was raised in a prominent Muslim 

family in Egypt. As he grew up, however, he began 
to be troubled by Muslim beliefs and practices, 
including the lack of women’s rights and persecu-
tion of other religions, he said.

When he went off to college, he met people who 
were Christians and was amazed by the peace that 
they had. One of them gave him a Bible, and he 
opened it to John 8, the story of the woman found 
in adultery whom Jesus forgave.

“That was the first time I saw the forgiveness 
and love of Christ,” El Shafie said.

He soon became a Christian and became one of 
the leaders of a network of underground churches 
and publisher of a Christian newsletter. Because 
Islam is the official religion of Egypt, he said, they 
had to conduct their activities in secret to avoid 
persecution.

However, the government soon found El Shafie 
out and arrested him in 1998. He was imprisoned 

in the notorious Abu Zaa-
bal and tortured there for 
seven days after he refused 
to give up the names of oth-
ers in the group.

On the first day, he said, 
his torturers alternately 
dunked his head in buckets 
of hot and cold water, hold-
ing him underwater for up 
to a minute each time with 
little time to breathe in 
between. This went on all 
day with only 20 minutes 
of rest in between hours of 
torture, he said.

The next day, he was beaten while strung up by 
his feet. He recalled the smell of his own blood 
and having to be dragged back to his 
cell because he could not stand.

His captors warned him the next 
day’s punishment would be three 
vicious dogs released in his cell.

“What do you do if you’re in my 
place?” he asked. “You pray.”

El Shafie said he prayed to die prior 
to the morning. But when morn-

ing came, 
the three 
dogs were 
r e l e a s e d 
i n t o  h i s 
cell — and did nothing.

T h e  d o g s  w e r e 
replaced with another 
set of three, and one of 
them approached him 
only to lick his face.

His captors offered 
to talk again, and 
he agreed to give up 
names if they would 
feed him. Then he said 
he needed some tea.

When he had been 
fed, El Shafie said, he 

told his captors he could not recall the names of 
anyone except the leader, and if they could catch 
the leader, maybe he would give up the names.

He then gave the name of 
the leader — Jesus Christ.

He was tied to a wooden 
cross for two and a half days. 
His captors cut his flesh and 
put salt and lemon juice in 
the wounds. He passed out 
and woke up later in a police 
hospital.

He spent three months 
in the hospital before being 
tried on charges including 
“attempting to change the 
official religion of Egypt from 

Islam to Christianity.” He was condemned to 
death but escaped the prison with the help of 
friends who attacked the guards. He eventually 
escaped to Israel on a stolen jet-ski.

El Shafie now resides in Canada, and his 
organization, One Free World International, has 
branches in 28 countries around the world, help-
ing persecuted religious minorities.

“There is one Christian persecuted every three 
minutes worldwide,” he said. In 2018 about 
165,000 Christians died worldwide after being 
persecuted for their faith.

“There are 200 to 300 million being persecuted 
worldwide, and the world is silent,” he said.  ●

ried while in 
jail. 

A g a i n 
Bill found 
himself in 
despair. “I 
d i s t i n c t l y 
remember 
asking God 
- how in the 
world could 
this woman 
do this to 
m e ?  B u t 
that’s when 
I shut up 
long enough 
to hear from 
God, and He 
said: ‘Now you know what it’s like to 
be victimized.’

“I got on my knees and buried my 
face into my bunk 
as God reminded 
me of all the people 
I had offended or 
hurt. I asked Him for 
forgiveness. 

“I stayed on my 
knees for about 45 
minutes and when I 
got up I’m telling you 
- I experienced more 

freedom than I had ever experienced 
in my entire life.” 

Yet there was more pain to come. 

THE NEXT DAY’S 
PUNISHMENT 
WOULD BE 
THREE VICIOUS 
DOGS RELEASED 
IN HIS CELL.

Majed El Shafie talks to 
persecuted Christians.

Majed El ShafieMajed El Shafie

Ex torture victim now advocate Ex torture victim now advocate 
for the persecutedfor the persecuted

Bill was livid as he banged 
on the door of the man who 
poured a pot of boiling beans 
on his five-year-old daugh-

ter. Bent on vengeance, he burst into 
the apartment and killed both the 
man and the man’s uncle.

It was not an unexpected turn; 
Bill’s life had been peppered with 
felonies from the time he was 12. 

His parents divorced when he 
was six. When he was 11, he ran 
away from his father to look for his 
mother. He found her a year later, 
married to someone else. Both 
his mother and stepfather were 
alcoholics. 

In and out of juvenile detention, 
Bill didn’t even finish sixth grade.  
He did however meet a woman. 
She fell pregnant but their baby, a 
boy, was born premature and died 
45 minutes after he 
was born.

“That sent me into 
a whirlwind,” Bill 
shares in a video 
on evangelist Tony 
Evans’ website. “I 
didn’t know how to 
deal with that.”

The couple had 
two more daughters, 
but eventually separated when she 
met someone else. It was this new 
man in Bill’s ex-girlfriend’s life who 
poured the hot pot of beans on his 
daughter.

“Both the guy and my ex were sent 
to jail for neglect,” Bill continues. 
But this wasn’t enough to slake Bill’s 
fury. “I would consume enormous 
amounts of alcohol and drugs - 
whatever I could to keep from hav-
ing to deal with these issues.”

Some of Bill’s friends told him 
where the man was living after he 
was released from jail, Bill stormed 
to the address, murdered the two 
men and when the law caught up 
with him, was sentenced to 30 years 
in prison.

“I was out of my mind,” he says. 
“I wasn’t thinking rationally or rea-
sonably...All I was thinking about 
was revenge.”

In prison, Bill says he was filled 
with hatred, bitterness, anger and 
resentment.

He got involved in a gang fight 
during which he critically injured 
a fellow inmate. Instantly Bill went 
from being hopeful of bail in two 
years, to the possibility of being sen-
tenced to death or life imprisonment 
if the injured man died. Bill finally 
came to the end of himself.

“This is when God began to 
rewind the tapes of my life,” he says. 
“I fell on my knees and cried out to 
a God I did not know.

“I simply said - ‘God I do not know 
you but I will get the Bible and I will 
get to know You and I’ll serve you for 
the rest of my life even if you desire 
for me to serve you from the con-
fines of this penal institution. I just 
got one request - let that man live.’ ”

The victim did survive. Bill did 
have to spend seven years segre-
gated from the general population, 
but used that time to listen to Chris-
tian radio stations such as the Tony 
Evans channel.

“The Holy Spirit began to fill me,” 
he says with a smile. “I began to 
experience changes in my life of a 
supernatural nature.”

But further tragedy awaited. Bill 
had been left a large inheritance by 
his mother and was going to use the 
money to rebuild his life when he got 
out of prison. Unfortunately, all of it 
was stolen by a woman he had mar-

growing in Christ just brought 
a sense of joy into my heart,” he 
shares.

Today Bill is out of prison and 
happily married. He has nine step-
children and says: “God’s given me 
an opportunity to step in and be a 
father when I was unable to be a 
father before.”

While tragedy has left its mark, 
Bill says God’s Word has left an 

even greater impression. Quoting 
John 8: 36 - “if the Son makes you 
free, you shall be free indeed” - he 
challenges others to study the Bible 
and ask God to reveal Himself in a 
fresh new way.

“The battle’s been won at the cross 
... we’re nobody special, but He has 
called us all to do some great things. 
I encourage you right now to submit 
yourself to God.” ●

Vengeance comes at a terrible costVengeance comes at a terrible cost

In April 2005, one of 
Bill’s daughters was 
killed in a house fire. 

By this time though, 
Bill says his mindset 
had changed. While he 
grieved, he says God had prepared 
and equipped him to deal with set-
backs in a different way.

“The energy that I had when I 
lived for the enemy, God just trans-
ferred it over for His kingdom and 
His purposes and His glory.”

The change in Bill was so evident 
he was asked to manage a Christian 
transformational center.

“To see the fruit of these guys 

NOW YOU 
KNOW WHAT 
IT’S LIKE TO BE 
VICTIMIZED.

Bill and his wife.
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WHY ARE ALL THEWHY ARE ALL THE
HUMANS WEARING MUZZLES?HUMANS WEARING MUZZLES?

DID THEY ALLDID THEY ALL
BITE SOMEONE?BITE SOMEONE?

Prisoners at the Bolivar County Correctional Facility receive Covid-19 vaccinations administered by medical workers 
with Delta Health Center on April 28, 2021 in Cleveland, Mississippi. The prisoners, part of a population particularly 

vulnerable to Covid-19, are given a choice between the one-shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine and the Moderna.   
(Photo by Spencer Platt/Getty Images)

Blake Russell had everything 
going for him as a star college 
baseball player and a high 
achieving student. But behind 

the scenes he was deteriorating.
In an interview with The 700 Club, 

Blake said he had friends that sold 
cocaine and that pushed him into 
becoming a heavy cocaine user.

He also started selling marijuana 
to his teammates. When his coach 
discovered this, he was axed from 
the team and expelled from college. 

Then Blake got arrested for pos-
session of marijuana with the intent 
to distribute. 

“I was on probation for three years 
and I never reported because I could 
never pass a drug urine analysis test 
that they required me to take every 
month,” he admits.

He spent a month in the county jail 
for violating his probation. When he 
was released he violated his proba-
tion again and returned to jail – a 
cycle that kept repeating. Every time 
he returned to jail, Blake became 
harder and harder in his heart and 
mind.

Eventually Blake was sent to 

the Department of 
Corrections for the 
State of Alabama 
for the remainder of 
his probation, which 
was 15 months. 

Then he discov-
ered crystal-meth.

In 2008 he was convicted of traf-
ficking methamphetamines and 
manufacturing methamphetamines 
and again found himself behind bars.

“I became a gang member and an 
intravenous drug user all within the 
first two or three years of that prison 
stint and everything changed,” he 
admits. “I fought the guards, I would 
fight rival gang members – my mind-
set was that I had been dealt this life, 
let’s just go.”

Blake said the one thing that 
affected him was thinking about his 
family.

“I didn’t have any relationship with 
my father at the time and I really put 
my mother through hell,” he says. 
“I was this professional baseball 
talent athlete that had professional 
capabilities and here I am – a gang 
member, a drug addict, a drug user, 

someone who has no value on life.”
He said he had destroyed his old 

life of baseball and family.
“I’d burned every bridge imagin-

able and so I would just put a needle 
in my arm and get high again and it 
would go away,” he recalls.

In 2012 Blake was invited to a 
prison chapel service. He listened 
with interest to the message and that 
night he picked up a Bible. 

“For two weeks I just read the 
Bible and I went to the chapel,” he 
remembers.

On Wednesdays the chapel showed 
movies and Blake watched through 
tear-filled eyes The Passion of the 
Christ.

“I remember right then in that 
moment watching Jesus say things 
like, ‘Father forgive them for they 
don’t know what they do’ and I 

remember thinking, ‘He’s talking 
about me,’” Blake says.

As he watched the movie, he real-
ized Jesus sacrificed His life on the 
cross for him. 

“I remember making the decision 
right there,” he says. “I was crying… 
and I remember asking Jesus, ‘If this 
is You that’s doing this, if You have 
me crying, (I hadn’t cried in years), 
if this is You then please don’t stop… 
I don’t even know if You’re real but I 
want to give my life to You’.

“I fully submitted my life in that 
moment on that chapel church pew 
in that level-four prison institution. 
I submitted my life to Jesus and I 
made a deal with Him – ‘I’ll serve 
You if You’ll help change my life’.”

The following year Blake was 
released from prison and he went 
on to marry his high school sweet-

heart and start a ministry house in 
Columbus.

“Whether you’re without hope, 
whether you’re a drug addict, 
whether you’re a gang member, 
whether you’re somebody that life 
has totally just beat up – the Gospel 
(the Good News about Jesus) really is 
simple,” Blake explains. “Everything 
in our life is wrapped up in the Gos-
pel and you don’t have to be some-
body who has it all figured out. I met 
the Lord sitting on a prison chapel 
pew by myself. The Lord Jesus is the 
restorer of all things that you’ve lost 
in your life or all things that  you’ve 
freely given away. He’s the restorer 
of hope, He’s the restorer of dreams. 
I was a drug addict, I was a gang 
member, I was the most hardened 
criminal there was and Jesus had the 
power to change my whole life.” ●

RUINED BY RUINED BY 
DRUGS, DRUGS, SAVED  SAVED  
BY A MOVIEBY A MOVIE

My boyfriend got his covid vaccine yesterday and I 
can tell you the most prominent side effect is the 
inability to shut up about getting the covid vaccine.

You won’t take a vaccine 
because you don’t know 
what’s in it? Real quick, name 
all the ingredients in a Pop Tart.

WHEN YOU HAVEN’T BEEN 
TO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR 
CHURCH IN A WHILE ...

COVID is a scam and the vaccine is being 
given out to control your Brians

Run Brians... RUN!!! SO LET ME GET THISSO LET ME GET THIS
STRAIGHTSTRAIGHT

PEOPLE IN YOUR COUNTRYPEOPLE IN YOUR COUNTRY
ACTUALLY REFUSE VACCINES?ACTUALLY REFUSE VACCINES?

PonderPonder
the covid vaccine isn’t going 
to have a microchip in it....... you already voluntarily 
gave up your biometrics and location data willingly to 
the phone you’re reading this tweet on. that is all.

I asked my mom if she felt any side effects from her 
second vaccine shot today and she said “an acute 
appreciation for science”

Coping with Covid ...Coping with Covid ... Coping with Covid... Coping with Covid...
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WORDS FOR THE HEART
STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN{ }Welcome to this Bible Study. Read slowly what I have 

written.  If you have a Bible, look up the reference 
verses given, and allow the Holy Spirit to minister 
to your soul through them.   – ALAN BAILEY

HOW DO I BECOME A CHRISTIAN?
What? Salvation is an eternal relationship with God – now on Earth and, after we 
die, in Heaven. 

The Lord Jesus says: “I tell you the truth. Everyone who believes in Me has eternal life.”   
John 6:47
In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.
John 16:33

Who? Anyone can gain the eternal life o� ered through Jesus Christ, regardless of 
how you have previously lived or what you have previously believed.

God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish but have eternal life.   John 3:16

Why? Because sin separates us from a holy God. Sin is all the wrong things we do, 
say and think, as well as our desire to be our own boss.

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  Romans 3:23

How? The Bible says you become a Christian by confessing with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and believing in your heart that God raised Him from the dead.

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe 
and are justi� ed, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.   
Romans 10:8b-10

Ready to change your life forever? Here is a prayer you can pray, but you can 
also use your own words.  The words are not as important as the heart attitude – 
which only God can see.

Almighty God, Creator of Heaven and Earth,
I acknowledge that I am a sinner. Please forgive me for all the ways I have 

disobeyed and de� ed You. 
Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, to earth to live the perfect life I 

couldn’t, and die on the cross for my sins.  Thank You that His blood was su�  cient 
to pay my debt to You, and His resurrection proves that there is life beyond death.  
I accept that His sacri� ce is all I need to get right with You – 
I bring nothing I have done but I give you everything I am.  Help me to live for You.  
Please be my Savior and my Master.  Amen.

What now? 
1.  Tell someone - either a fellow prisoner who is a Christian, or your Prison Chaplain.
2.  Ask a friend or family member to bring you a Bible. Ask the Prison Chaplain to 

sign you up to a correspondence discipleship program.
3.  Keep praying.  Talk to God anywhere, about anything.  He is always listening,

and you don’t need a formula. 
4.  Find out if your prison has church services and attend them regularly. 

* Please tick and write clearly *

Name ___________________________________Age ________________

Address _____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Send to: Challenge Literature Fellowship, 2634 Drake Road, Lebanon Ohio, 45036

All overseas enquiries are referred onto someone in their own country

I have prayed 
this prayer.

  Bible
  Some ‘starting off ’ literature
  Information on a helpful church

Please
send me:

AS A NEXT STEP :

John 12:17-41  

Jarvis woke with a wild foreboding, 
convinced someone was in need and 
wanted him.

In his dream he saw the face of the 
man he had met under St Andrew’s 
tower, but thinking it was just a dream 
he went back to sleep.

He had the same dream the next 
night, and the next. Springing out of 
bed at 2am he told his wife he had 
to go.

“It’s no chance,” she responded. 
“God must be sending you on some 
errand of mercy.”

As he entered his yard he saw his 
horse, already saddled, being brought 
to him by the coachman, who told 
Captain Jarvis: “Something woke me, 
telling me you wanted the horse.”

As the captain had no idea where 
he should be going, he let the horse 
lead him. It brought him to the river 
crossing, where another surprise was 
waiting. The ferryman was waiting 
for him with the words: “So it’s you, 
cap’n? I knew someone would be here 
soon, but I didn’t know who.”

They � nally reached the town 
of Bodmin, where there was great 
excitement in the air - a murder trial 
was going on and Captain Jarvis 
walked into the courtroom just as 
the prisoner was being given one last 
chance to prove his innocence. 

Was he at or near the scene of the 
crime that night or was he - as he had 
repeatedly testi� ed - miles away in 
the next county? This was the crucial 
question.

Captain Jarvis heard the desperate 
man say: “I am innocent. There is only 
one man who can prove it and I don’t 
know who he is. Some weeks ago on 
the night in question, he and I stood 
together in the town of Plymouth at 
midnight, underneath the clock in St 
Andrew’s tower.

“It struck, not 12 but 13 times and 
we remarked on it to each other. If 
he were here he could speak for me 
but it’s hopeless for I cannot summon 
him.”

“I am here, I am here!” shouted 
Captain Jarvis. “What he says is 
absolutely true. I identify the prisoner 
as the man who was with me in 
Plymouth that night.”

Captain Jarvis’ sterling reputation 
placed him above all suspicion and 
the accused was set free immediately.

The story of the prisoner’s 
miraculous release has always been 
attributed to the guiding hand of 
God.

Never was anyone more thankful 
than that accused man for the good 
captain’s intervention. Dear friend, 
God too has intervened for you, 
not because of your innocence but 
because of your guilt as a sinner.

Even today God still works miracles. 
He is still able to deliver those 
appointed unto death - and that’s all 
of us!

“The wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23). ●

- Adapted from Bible Truth Publishers

A TRUE STORY: IN Plymouth in the 
early 1800s there lived a man called 
Captain Jarvis. 

One evening he was visiting 
friends when he noticed it was nearly 
midnight and he had a long walk 
home ahead of him. He uttered a 
hasty farewell and left.

As the captain walked past St 
Andrew’s Church he stopped to 
admire its splendid tower. Suddenly 
the bell started tolling the midnight 
hour. Mechanically Capt Jarvis 
counted till the 12th stroke. Then to 
his surprise the bell tolled once more 
- 13!

It was then that the captain realized 
a man - a stranger - was standing next 
to him. “Sir,” he said, “did you ever hear 
the like of that?”

“No,” answered Captain Jarvis, 
“It’s extraordinary. There must be 
something radically wrong with the 
clock.” As he left he said: “I shan’t 
forget this night very soon.”

“Twas strange we both heard it,” the 
other agreed.

The next few weeks passed 
uneventfully. But one night, Captain 

SAVED BY THE CLOCK!  SAVED BY THE CLOCK!  

INTRODUCTION  
IN our last study we read of Jesus’ 
entry into Jerusalem for the last 
week of His life on earth. It was a 
week packed with activity, as we 
will see. Also, it was a time of learn-
ing for the disciples. They saw and 
heard amazing things which pre-
pared them for the highly demand-
ing future that was before them. 
Many of the general public seemed 
curious about Jesus and tried to see 
and hear more. We will learn more 
as we move forward.

Chapter 12 Verses 17-19 Now the 
crowd that was with Him had contin-
ued to spread the word that He had 
called Lazarus from the tomb, raising 
him from the dead. Many people, 
because they had heard that He had 
given this miraculous sign, went out 
to meet Him. So the Pharisees said to 
one another, “See, this is getting us 
nowhere. Look how the whole world 
has gone after Him.”

Critics sometimes say that in 
Bible times people believed in im-
possible things that in our scienti� c 
age we would not consider. This 
is largely false. People knew that 
the dead do not stand up and live 
again. They were just as amazed as 
we would be. Curiosity moved them 
to follow Jesus, much to the dismay 

of the Pharisees.  They wanted Jesus 
to be seen as an enemy to be ban-
ished. He was looking like a popular 
� gure.

Verses 20-22 Now there were 
some Greeks among those who went 
up to worship at the Feast. They came 
to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, 
“we would like to see Jesus.” Philip 
went to tell Andrew; Andrew and 
Philip in turn told Jesus.

This was further evidence that 
the report of Jesus’ miracles had 
travelled widely. We are unable to 
know whether those who sought 
Jesus did more than just look at 
Him.  They had the opportunity 
to trust in Him in a personal way, 
which is also true for us today.

Verses 23-26  Jesus replied, “The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to 
be glori� ed. I tell you the truth, unless 
a kernel of wheat falls to the ground 
and dies, it remains only a single 
seed. But if it dies, it produces many 
seeds. The man who loves his life shall 
lose it, while the man who hates his 
life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. Whoever serves me must follow 
me; and where I am, my servant also 
will be. My Father will honour the one 
who serves Me.”

It is very plain that Jesus was not 

looking for popularity. Teaching 
such as this is not what the average 
ear wants to hear. With strong lan-
guage He is saying that total com-
mitment is required for a disciple. 
Loving life or hating life displays 
an inner attitude, either making 
self number one, or being willing 
to sacri� ce in order to serve others. 
The only way to be fruitful in service 
is to let go of sel� sh demands.

Verses 27, 28  “Now is my heart 
troubled and what shall I say? ‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? No, it was 
for this very reason I came to this 
hour. Father, glorify your name!” Then 
a voice came from heaven, “I have 
glori� ed it, and will glorify it again.”

Jesus sees himself as the kernel of 
wheat He referred to. It was neces-
sary for Him to die, if the fruit of sal-
vation was to be found. He is aware 
that death is not far away. The voice 
from heaven was to assure Him of 
the Father’s oversight of it all. This 
is one of three occasions that God 
spoke audibly from heaven. The 
other two were, at Jesus’ baptism, 
(Matthew 3) and at the trans� gura-
tion (Matthew 17). Each time, it was 
to honour His Son.

Verses 29, 30  The crowd that 
was there heard it and said that it 
thundered; others said an angel had 
spoken to Him. Jesus said, “This voice 
was for your bene� t, not mine.”

To the crowd, it seemed that 
a most unusual thing had hap-
pened but mainly the message was 
missed. Maybe it was another case 
of blindness and deafness to the 
Word of God.

Verses 31-33 Now is the time for 
judgment on this world; now the 
prince of this world will be driven out. 
But I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men to myself. He 
said this to show the kind of death He 
was going to die.

His death was to be cruci� xion, 
meaning that He would be raised 
up on a cross. The world of sin and 
unbelief was to be judged by His 
execution and the devil, (the prince 
of this world) would be judged also. 
So His death would be a victory, 
not a defeat.  Because of the cross, 
all types of people from all tribes 
and tongues would be drawn in 
faith to Him. That of course is in the 
process. It is still happening.

Verses 34-36 The crowd spoke up, 
“We have heard from the law that 
the Christ will remain forever, so how 
can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be 
lifted up?’ Who is this Son of Man?” 
Then Jesus told them, “You are going 
to have the light just a little while 
longer. Walk while you have the light, 
before darkness overtakes you. The 
man who walks in the dark does not 
know where he is going. Put your 
trust in the light while you have it, so 
that you may become sons of light. ” 
When He had � nished speaking, Jesus 
left and hid Himself from them.

The crowd had a certain amount 
of knowledge but were not piecing 
it together. The Christ and the Son 
of Man were titles Jesus claimed 
for Himself. The Jewish expectation 
of the Messiah was that He would 
come and rule, not come and die. 
As this Gospel of John has shown 
us before, the people should put 
together this man’s miraculous 
deeds and His claims about who He 
is. So the Lord tells them to accept 
the light given and live by it.

Verses 37- 41  Even after Jesus 
had done all these miraculous signs 
in their presence, they still would not 
believe in Him. This was to ful� ll the 
word of Isaiah the prophet: “Lord, 
who has believed our message, and 
to whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed?“ For this reason they 
could not believe, because, as Isaiah 

says elsewhere: “He has blinded their 
eyes and deadened their hearts, so 
they can neither see with their eyes, 
nor understand with their hearts, nor 
turn - and I would heal them.”

These comments are made by 
John to explain further the unbelief 
of the Jews. He quotes the prophet 
Isaiah who lived seven centuries 
before Christ. The prophet declares 
that the Lord has further hardened 
hard hearts. The blinding and 
deadening is a judgment of God on 
people who already have refused 
the word of God. God would save 
them if only they would obey His 
word.

Verse 41 Isaiah said this because 
he saw Jesus’ glory, and spoke about 
Him.

This is an important statement 
showing more about Jesus. It 
can be read in the Book of Isaiah, 
chapter 6. Isaiah had a vision of a 
Glorious Person on a throne with 
accompanying angels, a sight so 
awesome he was overcome by 
it. It was undoubtedly God being 
portrayed but now John tells us the 
prophet saw Jesus. So Jesus is by 
nature, God. Eternal. Yet this exalted 
person was with these people in 
person and they were failing to see 
who He was.
CONCLUSION

The day of Jesus’ cruci� xion was 
drawing near. Jesus took every 
opportunity to convince those 
who would listen that His com-
ing and dying was a mission from 
God Almighty. Not all rejected His 
words. John tells us that there were 
numbers of people who believed. 
Later that point becomes clearer.
Once more we are challenged 
about our relationship with Him. 
How good it is to have Him as Lord 
and Savior. The One who cannot 
fail. The One who alone saves. ●
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Russian girl because, due to a birth 
defect, she just wasn’t able to care 
for me,” Jessica recounts.

Jessica was born with fibular 
hemimelia, a congenital disorder 
where part or all of the fi bular bone 
is missing. Jessica and another little 
boy from Russia were adopted by a 
couple in America.

“I did have a foot with three toes 
that they decided to amputate six 
months after I was adopted so I 
could be fi tted in these little pros-
thetic legs and learn to walk just 
like everyone else,” 
Jessica explains. 
“When I think back 
on my childhood, I 
didn’t feel adopted. 
I just know I was 
angry – angry that 
I didn’t have legs. 
Maybe that’s why 
my birth mom didn’t want me, 
because I didn’t look like a normal 
person.”

Jessica said she felt like she was 
a burden to her adoptive parents.

“Every time I grew I had to go 
to surgery and to get the bone cut 
back and that was excruciating,” 
she says. “I don’t think I knew what 
I did wrong to have to keep going 
back in for surgery. I didn’t think I 
could even cry in front of my parents 
because I thought if I cried that 
somehow they would send me back 
to Russia.”

Jessica was raised in a Chris-
tian family and regularly attended 
church.

“What I heard a lot of is that God 
made me this way and God always 
had a plan for me and God loves me 
and I didn’t like it,” Jessica admits. 
“I knew I didn’t want anything to 
do with this God that made me this 
way. To top it all off , I was born on a 
leap year so all of my life the calen-
dar would skip me every four years 

before I had an actual birthday on 
February 29 and I think in my head 
as a little girl that just solidifi ed 
how I felt about myself – that I was 
non-existent.”

Jessica discovered that she 
excelled in sports, especially 
swimming.

“When I fi rst joined the swim 
team I was 10 years old and I was 
the only disabled swimmer on the 
team,” she says. “Most people didn’t 
know I was missing my legs until I 
got out of the pool. I kept going back 

because honestly I just 
liked beating these girls 
with legs and it started 
to fulfi l something in me 
– just earning love.”

Jessica’s family found 
out about the Paralympic 
Games and at age 12 she 
was selected to repre-

sent America in the Athens Games, 
where she won her fi rst Paralympic 
gold medal. 

“I started getting sponsorships 
and winning awards,” Jessica says. 
“I signed a deal with Nike and was in 
Sports Illustrated and getting com-
mercials and I wanted to be perfect 
in everything that I did.”

One year Jessica had 18 world 
record breaking performances. 
She began to fi nd her worth in her 
success. 

“My worth was in swimming, my 
identity was swimming, but at the 
same time I was just broken and 
sad a lot,” she recalls. “I developed 
an eating disorder, I really pulled 
away from my relationships and my 
family and I realized that I had no 
control over my life.”

Jessica said she was at a youth 
group Bible study one night when 
she realized she couldn’t do it alone 
anymore.

“I got up and I made the walk to 
the front and I found this woman 

At 12 years old, Jessica Long 
swam in her fi rst Paralym-
pics Games.

As she turned her head to 
breathe, she said to the competitor 
next to her, “I did not come here to 
get second.” And she didn’t. Jes-
sica won her fi rst gold medal that 
day and went on to compete at 
four Paralympic games and receive 
23 medals (13 of them gold) and 
more than 60 world championship 
medals.

As a child growing up with feel-
ings of anger and rejection, Jessica 
had found her worth in excelling 
in swimming. She shared her story 
with the website iamsecond.com.

“When I was born I was put up 
for adoption by a young 16-year-old 

Jessica Long of the USA competes in the 
women's 100m freestyle - S8 � nal during the Rio 
2016 Paralympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

(Photo Atsushi Tomura/Getty Images) 

INSET: Jessica in her prosthetics at The Women’s 
Sports Foundation’s 39th Annual Salute To 

Women In Sports And The Girls They Inspire 
Awards Gala on October 17, 2018 in New York 
City. (Photo Michael Loccisano/Getty Images)

and I said, ‘I want to give God my 
whole heart for once’ and I prayed 
with her and as soon as I prayed it 
was the fi rst time in my entire life 
that I felt enough. And then I was 
actually a part of God’s family… I 
realized that God was prepping my 
heart for what was about to come.” 

Jessica was approached by Ameri-
can broadcast television network 
NBC about returning to Russia to 
meet her birth mother. It was some-
thing she had always dreamed about 
so she agreed to go.

“It hit me all of a sudden as soon 
as we landed in Russia that maybe 
my birth family didn’t want to see 
me,” Jessica remembers. “I felt 
really scared - why did I come here, 
why did I do this?”

Nervous, Jessica took the 18-hour 
train journey to her birth parents’ 
home. She could hear her birth 
parents crying as she approached 
the house.

Their emotional reunion was 
fi lmed by NBC for a feature called 
Long Way Home: The Jessica Long 
Story.

“Something (my birth mom) kept 

saying was that she couldn’t forgive 
herself for giving me up for adoption 
and I think if I had not accepted 
Christ as my Saviour I don’t think I 
would have forgiven her either,” Jes-
sica says. “But it was in that moment 
that I realized that God has forgiven 
me my whole life and I forgave my 
mom.”

When Jessica returned to America 
she said she experienced a heart 
change but she also had a lot of 
questions.

“I realized that it’s okay to have 
those questions,” she explains. “It’s 
okay to talk to God about it. 

“Since accepting Christ as my 
Savior I don’t have to have it all 
together. He knows that I don’t have 
it all together and I think it’s some-
thing I still fi ght. I still fi ght that feel-
ing of not being in control and I am 
constantly reminded every day that 
I need to give it to God. Every day 
when I put on these two prosthetic 
legs that are heavy and they still hurt 
me… I think it’s honestly this really 
cool beautiful reminder that I can’t 
do it on my own. As determined as 
I am, I just can’t.” ●

SOMETIMES I JUST CAN’TSOMETIMES I JUST CAN’T

I WAS ANGRY 
THAT I DIDN’T 
HAVE LEGS.

Jessica 
Long 
standing 
tall on her 
prosthetics.


