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Kodi kukaika kumapha chikhulupiriro?

YOLEMBEDWA NDI HARRIET COOMBE

NDAKHALA ndi kubvutika ndi kukaika kwa nthawi
yaitali. Ndimakaika kuti kodi anzanga amandikondadi.
Ndimakaika za kuthekera kwanga ngati munthu wolemba.

Ndimakaikira kuona kwa amuna anga akamati
ndimaoneka bwino.

Ndipo nthawi zina ndimathanso kukaika Mulungu.
Ndakhala ndikubisa kukaika kwanga, kuchita mantha ndi
kuweruza kumene nthawi zina kumabwera ndikayankhula
za kukaikaku.

Koma pamene ndimaona kuti zonse zili bwino komanso
ndalimbikitsidwa kufunsa mafunso ngakhale ovuta
amene ndili anawo, ndimazindikira kuti sindili ndekha.
Kukaika ndi gawo lokhala munthu, posatengera
zimene umakhulupirira.

Kumbali ina, munthu aliyense ali ndi
chikhulupiriro.

Ngakhale munthu amene amakana
zoti kuli Mulungu amadaliranso pa
chikhulupiriro kuti atsimikize pa zimene
sangathe kuziona.

Mwina kukaika kwanu kokhudza
Mulungu kwakuimitsani kutenga
gawo loyamba lomutsatira lye.

Mwina munkamutsatira koma
kukaika kwanu kunakula n'’kukhala
kobvuta kukugonjetsa ndipo
munangozisiya. lkakhala
nkhani ya chikhulupiriro
mwa Mulungu, ndi zinthu
za bwinobwino kukhala
ndi mafunso komanso
kukaika ndipo zoona zake
ndi zakuti, tonse timakhala
nazo zonsezi nthawi zina.

N’zabwino kuti

STOCK PHOTO

kusakaika si chinthu choyenereza kuti munthu akhale
Mkristu. Mu Baibulo, Yesu akuti, “Inu osowa chikhulupiriro,”
kangapo konse kwa omutsatira ake.

M'modzi mwa omutsatira Yesu ngakhale ophunzira
ake anamutchula kuti, “Tomasi Wokaika” chifukwa cha
chikhalidwe chake chokaika - ndipo uyu ndi munthu
amene anakhala zaka akuyenda ndi Yesu!

Ndaphunzira kuti kukaika chikhulupiriro ndi m'mene
munthu akungomvera.

Nthawi zina zimene mukumva kapena kuganiza
zimatha kukhala zolakwika ndipo sitikuyenera kuzilola
kuti zidzitilamulira m'miyoyo yathu.

Ngati inu mukadakhala kuti munkapita ku sukulu
kapena ku ntchito mu nthawi yokhayo imene inuyo
mumamva kuti mutero, mukanapita mochuluka
bwaniji? Kodi mukanatsuka mbale podikira kuti
mumve kaye kuti muzichite?

Chikhulupiriro, sikumva zomvaimva
koma kuchita. Choncho, utha kukhala ndi
chikhulupiliro nthawi yomweyonso ndi
kukhala ndi chikaiko.

Kodi nanga chikhulupiliro ndi chiyani
kwenikweni?

Baibulo limati ndi, “kusakayika konse
pa zinthu zimene tikuziyembekeza, ndi
kutsimikizika kuti zinthu zimene
sitiziona zilipo ndithu.” (Aheberi
11:1). Ndi kukhulupirira
ngakhale mu zinthu zimene
sindiziona chifukwa

Mulungu wadzionetsera

yekha mochuluka.

N’kutsegula maso athu
ku choonadi cha Baibulo.
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dinatsutsidwa
l l ndi kuzindikira
kuti moyo
wanga siunali
wabvomerezeka

pamaso pa Mulungu,” akutero
Lameck Denni amene amakhala ku
Zomba, Malawi.

“Moyo wanga unali mavuto
wokhawokha, kuba mwa ndale,
kunama, kukhala m’zibwenzi,
kuonera zolaula komanso kupita

\.

“Chimwemwe changa lero
chikupezeka mu kuphunzira
kuchokera ku Mau a Mulungu ndi
kulimbikitsa anthu ena amene ndi
wokhulupiriranso mwa Mulungu.”
“Ndinabatizidwa (kumizidwa
m’madzi kuonetsa kufa naye
pamodzi Kristu ndi kuukitsidwa
nayenso limodzi kukakhala m’moyo
watsopano) kutsatira kutembenuka
mtima kwanga.”

Lameck akupitiriza, “Moyo

kukapeza wanga watsopano

thandizo kwa ‘ ‘ (mwa Kristu) ndi
asing’anga.” wosiyaniranatu

Lameck H ndi m’mene

amachokera Ku d Zlwa ndimakhalira.

im bang ad m p h amvu ya g{diliﬁnéllplulll(l'rgutsidwe
opembedza . ukhululukidwa
ndipo amapita ku kh u I u I u kl dwa *  ku machimo anga

ku tchalitchi ndi kutsutsidwa

pa tsiku la , , chifukwa chopezeka

Mulungu. Koma

amadziwa kuti amakhala m’moyo
woipa komanso wodzadzidwa
ndi uchimo. Iye akuti, “Kupita
ku tchalitchi sikumakhala

ndi tanthauzo pa zam’mene
ndimakhalira!”

Iye anakumana ndi munthu
amene anamufotokozera Uthenga
Wabwino mosamalitsa kwa iye—
limeneli ndiye yankho la Mulungu
pa zolakwitsa zathu zonse. “Tsiku
lina munthu ameneyu anabwera
kunyumba kwathu. Pamene
amaphunzitsa ndinamva Mau
a Mulungu mozama komanso
mwa tanthauzo kusiyana ndi kale
lonse! Mauwo analowa mu mtima
mwanga mozama!”

“Pa tsiku limenelo anawerenga
kuchokera pa Aroma 13:10 ndi
13 (mu Baibulo), limene limati:
‘Chikondi sichichitira mnzake
zoipa ... tiyeni tsono tichotse
ntchito za mdima ... Tiyeni tikhale
ya masana, osati m'magulu
amadyerero, achiwerewere ndi
kuledzera, m’'madama ndi zonyansa
komanso osati m’'magawano
ndi nsanje.’ Ndinatsutsidwa ndi
kuzindikira kuti moyo wanga
siunali wabvomerezeka pamaso
pa Mulungu,” Lameck akuuza
Nyuzipepala ya Challenge.

“Ndinapereka moyo wanga kwa
Yesu Kristu. Kuyambira nthawi
imeneyo ndinayamba ulendo
wa chikhulupiriro ndi Ambuye,
kulimbikitsidwa ndi, ‘Pakuti,
Aliyense amene adzaitana pa dzina
la Ambuye adzapulumuka.” (Aroma
10:13),” akuvomereza Lameck.

wolakwa—kuchita izi
kudzera mu chikhulupiriro mwa
Yesu Kristu) banja lathu linali
la mavuto ambiri! Nthawi zonse
timangomenyana ndi kukangana.”
“Tsopano Mulungu watipatsa moyo
watsopano!”

e Onani tsamba 3

Lameck’s story in
ENGLISH on PAGE 3
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rian (dzina la bambo
labisidwa) akuvomereza za
kufooka kwake ku nkhuli
ya azimayi. “Ndinali wa
chigololo,” iye akuuza
Nyuzipepala ya Challenge.
“Ndimapita ku tchalitchi koma
ndimakonda zinthu za dziko lino.”
Brian ndi abale ake anakula

ndi makolo amene anali

a kuopa Mulungu amene
amawauza za Mulungu komanso
amawawerengera Baibulo
kuyambira pamene iwo anafika
msinkhu womvetsetsa.

Zinthu zimene amawauzazi
zinamanga maziko okhudza tsiku ili
mu mwezi wa October pa 10, 1994—
tsiku limene Uthenga Wabwino
(uthenga wabwino wakuti Kristu
anadza ku dziko kudzafera machimo
a mtundu wa anthu) unalowa mu
mtima wa Brian.

“Kuchokera ku kulalikira kwa
Abusa tsiku limenelo ndinadziwa
kuti ndinali ochimwa ndipo kuti
ndimafunikira Yesu m’'moyo wanga.
Ndinaphunziranso kuti Gehena ndi
malo a chilango chamuyaya kwa
anthu amene amakhala mu uchimo.

FROM NO DIRECTION
TO FINDING HER WAY

inet tells Challenge that her throughout the week of the
childhood was complicated,
her family life was hard and
she struggled with many per-
sonal issues.

“My family never had peace,” she

I was a prisoner to jealousy, anger,
unbelief and unforgiveness.”
During primary school, Linet
heard about God for the first time.
“I attended a youth conference
and I heard about Jesus Christ.

knowing Christ and I decided to
become a Christian.”

Linet was led in a prayer of
repentance [turning away from her

says. “My childhood was without “As I listened to the Gospel [the old life] by a pastor.
direction and was full of struggles. good news about Jesus saving us] “I gave my life to God,” she says
with a smile.

“I had never known Christ
as my provider but now I
experience peace.”

Linet speaks of the

Coffee Break

ACROSS miraculous change in her
1 Spitting snake life.
6 Troubles “I started forgiving

people, something
I never used to do before. My
prayers have been answered and
I have experienced blessings from
God and from His people.

“I enjoy the Lord’s kindness,
joy, grace [undeserved love] and

9 Field goal attempt (5,4)
11 Room at the top

12 “Come in!”

14 Scattered, as seed

15 Net access provider
17 Parachute material

19 Chum ce LU
20 Birth-related protection.

22 Alpine call Her decision to follow Jesus may
25 Blend have happened well over 20 years

ago but Linet is as dedicated and
passionate about living for Him
today as she was then.

Now the married 32-year-old
works as a prison officer, sharing
the good news about her Lord
whenever she can.

Linet has learned to bring all her
worries and burdens to Jesus in
prayer, including the concern she

26 Kind of duty
29 US bird symbol
31 Professional food provider
32 Just say no
33 Con artist’s skill
DOWN
2 outof

(decide not to)
3 Deli sandwich, initials

10 Intently
11 Annual book of data
13 Sprint, move fast

27 Rink surface
28 Delivery vehicle
29 Electric fish

18 Young fellow
21 Island in “Jaws”
23 Egg producer

4 Elevate; lift ; o .
5 Criminal's associate 16 Mark above an “i 24 To Kill A Mockingbird author 30 PC linkup has that her family has a history of
6 Blowing a lot terminal genetic diseases.

One of Linet’s favourite Bible
verses is Philippians 4:19, “And
my God will meet all your needs
according to the riches of His
glory in Christ Jesus,” because it
reminds her that God is always
3 5 with her.

“Sometimes, people don’t
understand why I believe,” she
says.

“It’s hard. But Jesus Christ is the
answer to our prayers and is the
key to our life.

“In Christ, there is a peace that
exceeds human understanding.

7 1 “In Him, we are able to win all
battles!” °

7 Tenth month —I 7 9

8 Barely make, with “out”
719 6
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yes ... there was barking.” 3

conference, I got interested in %

watsopano
wopanda nkhuli

“Pamene abusa anaitana anthu
apite kutsogolo kuti akapereke
miyoyo yawo kwa Yesu, ndinapita
ndikupemphera kulapa (kuchoka
ku machimo anga) Limenelo linali
tsiku limene ndinapereka moyo
wanga kwa Yesu chifukwa iye ndi
Kristu, Mwana wa Mulungu wa
moyo”.

Brian akuti moyo wake
unasinthiratu kuchokera tsiku
limeneli.

“Kuyambira tsiku limeneli
ndinali munthu wosinthika. Mzimu
Woyera (kupezeka kosaoneka kwa
Mulungu) kunabwera mumtima
mwanga ndipo moyo wanga
unayamba kusintha.

“Ndinakula m’chikhulupiriro
changa ndipo lero ndine munthu
watsopano chifukwa cha chimene
Kristu anachita m’moyo wanga
tsiku limenelo.

Lero, Brian ndi mbusa wa
mpingo wa Baptist ku Zambia
ndipo amagwiritsa ntchito mwayi
uliwonse kufotokozera anthu amene
akufuna kuyamba mwatsopano
nkhani yake. Iye amawauza kuti
gawo labwino lokhala Mkristu ndi—
mwayi okhawo okhala omasuka ku
uchimo ndi zinthu zakale.

“Izi ndi zimene ndikufuna
kumauza ena—kuti Yesu
amatikonda kwambiri kuti pamene
tinali ochimwa Iye anatifera,
analipira uchimo wathu.

“Chokhumba changa ndikuona
anthu akubwera ku chidziwitso cha
Ambuye wathu Yesu Kristu kuti
iye awamasule ku mphamvu ya
uchimo,” Brian akumalizitsa.

L]

Blantyre: ECS,
PO BOX 31621,
Chichiri, Blantyre 3

0885 010 009

If you would like to know more about God, systematic
study of God’s Word (Bible),and grow spiritually, we
welcome you to join a free Bible study course

Study the Bible with Emmaus Correspondence School

Over 70 years experience in correspondence ministry; nearly 25 million
courses in 128 languages already distributed in more than 100 countries.

Biblically sound & solid! Uncomplicated and straightforward.
Flexible studying times — study at your own home, time & pace.
CONTACT:
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Correspondence

school " 0888 004 853
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PO BOX 768, Zomba
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Anapatsidwa moyo watsopano

wake — ndi cholinga chakuti timasulidwe!

@ Inapitiliza ku tsamba 1

Akolose 3:19 akuuza Akristu kuti,' Tnu amuna, kondani

akazi anu ndipo musawapsere mtima.’

Lameck Denni ali ndi njinga ya moto imene
amapangira malonda wonyamula anthu ndi katundu mu
Mzinda wa Zomba. Iye akuti, “M’mene ndimakhalira
ndi makasitomala ndi mosiyana ndi moyo wanga
wakale, (asanalandire Kristu Yesu monga Ambuye ake)
palibenso kugwiritsa ntchito nzeru zoipa ndi kuba!
Ambuye akuti (Aefeso 4:25): ‘Chifukwa chake, aliyense
wa inu aleke kunama, ndipo ayankhule zoona kwa mbale
wake, pakuti ife tonse ndife ziwalo za thupi limodzi.’

“Ndikuyamika Mulungu,” Lameck akutero,
“Ndinalandira kuyambanso kwatsopano m’'moyo
mwanga kuchokera kwa Ambuye, ndipo akundidalitsa.”
Baibulo limati mu Aroma 4:7-8: ‘Odala ndi amene
zoipa zawo zakhululukidwa; amene machimo awo
afafanizidwa. Ngodala munthu amene machimo ake

Ambuye sadzawakumbukiranso.’

Kodi n’chifukwa chiyani Yesu analangidwa chifukwa

cha uchimo wathu?

Yesu ndi munthu yekhayo
amene anabadwa wopanda
uchimo uliwonse komanso amene
sanapangepo choipa. Kukhala
Mulungu Mwana, wotumizidwa
ndi Mulungu Atate kudzabadwa
mu thupi la munthu, ndi yekhayo
amene alibe uchimo yemwe ali
ndi kuthekera kupereka moyo
wake wolungama monga nsembe,
m’malo mwathu, anthu odzadzidwa
ndi uchimo.

Moyo wake ku imfa yathu,
kulipira pa kukhululukidwa kwathu
ndi Mulungu. Uku ndi kukula
kwa chikondi cha Mulungu pa ife.
Ndife ochimwa komanso opanda
mphamvu kulipira chikhululukiro
chathu pa uchimo. Zinatengera
winawake amene ndi wolungama
ndipo anafuna kukhetsa mwazi

ENGLISH TRANSLATION

ll I was convicted with the

realisation that my life was

not acceptable in the eyes

of God,” remarks Lameck
Denni living in Zomba, Malawi.

“My life was a total mess, stealing
by trickery, lying, extramarital
affairs, pornography, and consulting
witchdoctors.”

Lameck came from a religious
family and was attending church on
Sundays. However he knew he was
living a dark and sin-filled life. He
says, “Attending church make no

I was living!”

Choncho, chimene Yesu Kristu anachita, atadzipereka
yekha monga nsembe yotipulumutsira ife ku chilango
cha uchimo; ndi zopanda phindu ngati sitionetsetsa kuti
takhulupirira ku chipulumutso cha miyoyo yathu ife eni.
Mulungu amatipatsa ife ufulu wa chisankho, kuvomera
kapena kukana zimene iye anatipangira kale ifeyo!

Kukhululukidwa komanso kupatsidwa moyo
watsopano, inuyo, nokha, mukuyenera kuyang’ana
kwa Yesu Kristu, kumutenga iye, ndipo iye yekha,
kuti akhale Mpulumutsi wanu komanso Ambuye wa
moyo wanu. Mutha kuchita zimenezi pompano, ndi
kudziwa mphamvu ya kukhululukidwa imene Lameck
anakumana nayo.

Pamene umboni wa Lameck ukupita kumapeto
mukuyenera kudziwa kuti,“Popanda kukhetsa
magazi palibe kukhululukidwa machimo.” (Aheberi
9:22) (Aheberi 9:22) Yesu Kristu anakhetsa mwazi
wake pamtanda chifukwa cha machimo anu, Ikani
chikhulupiriro chanu mwa iye pa chipulumutso cha
moyo wanu lero; mawa litha osafika! °

IVEN ANEW LIFE

I embarked on a journey of faith
with the Lord, being encouraged by,
‘For everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans
10:13),” confesses Lameck.

“My joy today is found in
learning from the Word of God
and encouraging other believers in
God.”

Lameck continues, “My new life
(in Jesus Christ) is totally different
from the way I used to live. Before
I was saved (experiencing personal
forgiveness of sin and guilt through
faith in Jesus
Christ) our marriage

difference as to how ‘ ‘

He met a man
who took time to
explain the gospel
carefully to him
— that is God’s
answer for all our
wrongdoing. “One

My new life is
totally different
from the way
| used to live.

was tumultuous! We
were always fighting
and arguing. Now
God has given us
new life!”
Colossians 3:19
instructs Christians

day I invited this saying, “Husbands,
man to our house. love your wives, and
As he was teaching , , do not be harsh with
I heard the Word them.”

of God in a more profound and
meaningful than ever before! It
went deep into my heart!”

“That day he read from Romans
13:10 and 13 (in the Bible), which
says: ‘Love does no wrong to a
neighbour ... So then let us cast
off the works of darkness ... Let us
walk properly as in the daytime, not
in orgies and drunkenness, not in
sexual immorality and sensuality,
not in quarrelling and jealousy.’ I
was convicted with the realisation
that my life was not acceptable
in the eyes of God,” Lameck tells
Challenge News.

“I surrendered my life to Jesus
Christ. From that moment onwards

Lameck Denni has a motorbike
taxi service in Zomba City. He
says, “My dealing with customers
is not like it was in my old life,
(before accepting Christ Jesus as
Lord) no more dirty tricks, and
stealing! The Lord says (Ephesians
4:25): ‘Therefore, having put away
falsehood, let each one of you speak
the truth with his neighbour.”

“I thank God,” says Lameck, “I
have received a start in a new life
from the Lord, He is blessing me!
The Bible says in Romans 4:7-8:
‘Blessed are those whose lawless
deeds are forgiven, and whose sins
are covered; blessed is the man
against whom the Lord will not

count his sin.”

Why did Jesus have to suffer for
our sin?

Jesus is the only person ever born
who is without any sin and who has
never done wrong.

Being God the Son, sent by God
the Father to be born in a human
body, He is the only perfect person
able to sacrifice His perfect life,
in the place of us, the sin-filled
humans.

His life for our death, to pay
the price for forgiveness by God.
This is the greatness of the love
of God for us. We are sinful and
so are powerless to pay this price
for forgiveness of sin. It has taken
another who is perfect and willing
to have his blood shed — so that we
can go free!

Therefore, what Jesus Christ
did, having sacrificed himself to
save us from sin’s penalty, is of no
value unless we individually make
salvation our very own.

God gives us a free choice, accept
or reject what He has already done
for us!

To be forgiven and given the new
life, you, yourself, must turn to
Jesus Christ, taking Him, and Him
alone, to be your Saviour and the
Lord of your life. You should can do
this right now, and know the power
of the forgiveness which Lameck
has experienced.

Lameck concludes his witness
saying, ““Without the shedding of
blood there is no forgiveness of
sins’ (Hebrews 9:22). Jesus Christ
shed His blood on the cross for
your sins, put your trust in Him for
the salvation of your soul today;

tomorrow may be too late!” °
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Letting go of
bitter feelings

usinesswoman Doria Chanda’s parents died when she was 18.

She had relatives but says none were able or willing to look
after her and her siblings. And so Doria took on the role of single
parent.

“I couldn’t forgive them for that,” she tells Challenge News. “I couldn’t
forgive them for not wanting to take care of us after my parents died. I
struggled with resentment for years.”

She was also desperately lonely after losing both parents and longed
for a special relationship “but I couldn’t find any”.

Five years after her parents died, when Doria was 23, she attended a
church service and there she heard the gospel (the good news that Jesus
Christ came to Earth to die for humanity’s sins) for what seemed like the
first time.

Doria’s parents were Christians but they were not regular church-goers
so her own background in the faith was patchy at best.

But everything changed at that service. The message that day was
based on the Bible passage of Mark 10: 46-52, which recounts how Jesus
healed the blind beggar named Bartimaeus.

Something in the message touched Doria deeply. “I became convicted
that I needed God and I prayed to receive Him
into my life.” =

In the 23 years since that day, Doria
has gotten married and now has a
fulfilling life. In addition to running
a business, she also serves in her
church’s children’s ministry as a
teacher.

She is also involved with Child
Evangelism Fellowship, a
Bible-centered organisation
whose purpose is to
evangelise children and
establish them in local
churches.

Doria says she has
learned to be a more
committed Christian
and to trust God in all
situations.

“For those who
like me have a passion
to reach children for
Christ, I hope they will
partner with me and
together we can win many
souls to the Kingdom of God.”

Doria Chanda

Kodi kukaika kumapha chikhulupiriro?

@ Inapitiliza ku tsamba 1

N’kusankha kukhulupirira chifukwa cha umboni (chilengedwe, manda a Yesu
opanda kanthu, kusinthika kwa miyoyo ya a Kristu) zimenezi zimatiuza kuti
Baibulo ndi loona, osati popanda kudziwa.

Pamene kukaika ndi zodziwikiratu, ngati titalola kuti kutilamulira ndi kusalola
kukumana ndi mafunso amene kumabwera nako, Baibulo likuti timakhala ngati
mafunde a panyanja, amene amawinduka nakankhika ndi mphepo (Yakobo
1:6).

Tikuyamika, Baibulo likutipatsanso yankho ku chikaiko. Aroma 10:17 imati,
“Chomwecho, chikhulupiriro chimabwera pamene timva uthenga, ndipo
uthenga umamveka kuchokera ku mau a Kristu.”

Onani mau ndi akuti kumva - kuchita, tsopano.

Izi zikutanthauza kuti tikuyenera kupitiriza kuwerenga Baibulo ndi kumva
uthenga wabwino ukulalikidwa - kuti Kristu anafera zochimwa zathu
pamtanda ndi kuukanso ndi cholinga chakuti tikathe kukhala ndi Mulungu kwa
Muyaya. Baibulo likutikumbutsa ife za zimene Mulungu anachita m'mbuyomu
ndi kuti choncho titha kukhulupirira mwa iye tsopano.

Likunena mu Masalimo 77:11, “Ine ndidzakumbukira ntchito za Yehova; Ine
ndidzakumbukira zodabwitsa zanu zakale”

Mu nkhani yolembedwa yokhudza kusowa chikhulupiriro pa www.
thegospelcoalition.org ikuti, “Chifukwa chakuti chikhulupiriro ndi kumulandira
Yesu, mu nthawi yakusowa chikhulupiriro sindifunanso chikhulupiriro chambiri,
ndimafuna Yesu kwambiri.”

Ndipo pamene Ndapeza Yesu kwambiri — kudzera mu kulalikira, Malemba,
pemphero, kudera — ndiye kuti, ngakhale kupatula ine mwini, chikhulupiriro
changa chimatsitsimuka.

Pamene tilunjika pa lye (umunthu) wa Yesu osati pa zinthu zina
za chikhulupiriro, kukaika kumachepa, sikuganiziridwa kwambiri,
kumachotsedwa, ndiponso ngakhale kupulumutsidwa. Zitha kutheka kuti
njira yakusowa chikhulupiriro inali dongosolo la Mulungu lokubweretserani ku
kuzama, uthunthu wa nzeru za Kristu mwini.”’

Kumanani nawo mafunso obvutawo, pempherereni, yankhulani ndi Akristu
anzeru okhudza zimenezi—koma osalola kukaika kuphe chikhulupiriro chanu
kapena kukulepheretsani kuti musadzipereke kwa Yesu lero. °
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Does God allow pain?

BY JOHN FINEGAN

“WHY does God allow suffering?”
So often we hear of tragedy and suffering, and we ask this question.

We all face personal pain and loss in our lives too.

The Christian view of this question is unique to all religions and
thinking.

The Christian believes that God is hugely and intimately interested in
every sorrow and every pain we have, or ever will have.

Is this the God you know?

Concerning Israel’s national suffering, over 2700 years ago the prophet
Isaiah said, “In all their affliction He (God) was afflicted, and the angel of
His presence saved them; in His love and in His pity He redeemed them;
He lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. But they rebelled
and grieved His Holy Spirit; therefore He turned to be their enemy, and
Himself fought against them (Isaiah 63:9-10)."

It is worth reading that verse again carefully to understand that God
really cares and is deeply affected by our sorrows!

But more than this, He is also grieved when we turn against Him and
follow our own desires. He is most involved, He is not distant.

He enters into our sufferings, He shares in our miseries.

He is a personal God, who is surprisingly concerned with our wellbeing.

His ability to suffer is unlimited, just like His greatness, power, and
knowledge are unlimited.

He does not stand by and do nothing to let us endure all the
consequences of our sin.

Pride, greed, selfishness, murder, war, injustice, pain, disease all come
from sin; and you can think of many ways sin has affected your life.

In Christ Jesus, God was fully prepared to
accept bitter cruelty, injustice, unimaginable “
pain, and all of the terrible consequence of our
sin: eternal judgement. He did all this when He

suffered death by shameful crucifixion. He IS
Just think, God cares so much about us that surprisingly

He was prepared to make for himself a human

body, live in it, suffer in it, die in it, and all for us. concerned
He loves and cares for you, deeply. With our
We may not understand why God should .

permit evil to happen, but we can be sure Wellbelng.

that He endured the agonies of God’s own
judgement for sin on our behalf. He is near, E— ,,
He is involved. We read in Romans chapter 8,

verse 32-35,“He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us
all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things? Who shall
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died — more than that, who was
raised — who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?”

The victory over suffering and evil, is that Jesus Christ, God in a body,
entered death and conquered it. He rose again from death.

His resurrection is the answer needed to give us peace.

While suffering continues for the present, true Christians have the
greatest peace, for God’s Word tells us in a coming day “He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there
be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the former things have
passed away (Revelation 21:4)"

Do you have this peace in your heart, even when you are facing tragedy
and death? You can have this peace right now, by accepting that you are
sinning against the God who made you, and who is deeply interested in all
of your life. Turn to Him for forgiveness of your sin, and be saved from the
result of your sin. He will give you His own true life (eternal life), and the
greatest hope for the future after the death of your body. Now that is great
peace!

What if the question was, “If there is a God, why does He allow
suffering?” On facing tragedy maybe you too have asked this question,
and if so, then you have just revealed your understanding of who God is,
and second, your understanding of right, wrong and justice.

This question assumes that God is interested in justice, and that His
understanding of right and wrong, of suffering and peace, are the same as
our understanding.

If a person says there is no God, and yet asks this same question, they
have already judged good and evil, and therefore in their heart they
already know that God exists. But they will not admit God is the source of
justice the concept of right or wrong.

Be very careful about what you think of God - your life here and
hereafter depends on your response to Him. Without God, there is no
peace. °

“Pakuti Mulungu anakonda dziko lapansi, kotero anapereka Mwana
wake wobadwa yekha, kuti aliyense wokhulupirira lye asatayike koma
akhale ndi moyo wosatha. Pakuti Mulungu sanatume Mwana wake ku
dziko lapansi, kuti akaweruze, koma kuti akapulumutse dziko lapansi.

Aliyense wokhulupirira lye saweruzidwa, koma aliyense wosakhulupirira
waweruzidwa kale chifukwa sanakhulupirire dzina la Mwana wobadwa
yekha wa Mulungu.” Yohane 3:16-18

THE FEAR
OF DEATH

had a dream, and in that

dream a certain man ... told

me that I was not supposed

to wake up alive that day.
When I heard that I was going to
die because of my sinful life, I was
gripped by fear. I was worried about
my sinful life. I started thinking how
I was and all my evil practices.”

That was early one Sunday
morning—on the day that Wilfred
Kalolo was going to be changed
forever.

Wilfred is married, has children
and lives in Chikanda in Zomba,
Malawi. Looking back on his life
before that Sunday he says, “I was
dead in my sins.”

He freely admits to a life of lying,
stealing, given to alcoholism and
promiscuity. Being without God in
his life, Wilfrid said he was dead in
his sins, because he knew that he
had no power to control the wrong
in his life. He was without any hope
of freeing himself from the guilt
he knew before the all-seeing God.
He continues, “God loves me and
is merciful, for he did not allow me
to die in my sin that morning. He
had been sending people to me who
shared with me the message of the
good news of Christ. Yet sin was
controlling my life.”

The Bible explains this problem!
“Jesus answered them, Truly, truly
I say to you, everyone who practices
sin is the slave to sin.” We read this
in John 8:34. We do wrong because
we are enslaved by sin.

“Although I was despising the
gospel message when it was shown
to me, God gave these people grace
not to get weary testifying to me
about Christ, and praying for me!”

Looking back Wilfred now
understands that God was reaching
out to him, showing grace and
patience. Wilfred says, “Finally he
used dreams, every night! Later
that same Sunday I became more
convicted about my sin.”

He went to where some
Christians were meeting. There he
was told again the good news that
Jesus could forgive his sins because
Jesus Christ, the perfect and the
sinless man and Son of God, had
given his life as a ransom to pay for
Wilfred’s sin.

“I surrendered my life to God,
repenting of my sin. And I was
saved from the punishment for my
sins,” explains Wilfred. “On that
day, I received Jesus Christ as my
Lord and my Saviour. He forgave
me and removed the power of sin
in my life which had enslaved me. I
no longer fear death as I did before
I was saved! I serve the Lord by
telling others about my testimony,
how Jesus changed my life and
how as I was powerless to change
myself.”

“Other people wanted me to
change by saying special words,
but that failed,” he continues, “but

Wilfred Kalolo

Jesus entered into my heart ... he
has changed me forever!”

The Bible tells us, “Therefore,
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come. All this is
from God.” (I Corinthians 5:17-18)

Wilfrid’s faith in Jesus Christ was
remarkably increased one night. He
had a terrible dream which truly
frightened him so much he felt he
was going to die.

He and some other Christians
quickly came together and began
to pray; Wilfred was soon able to
sleep again. They realised that the
evil forces of Witchcraft were being
used against him. Says Wilfred,
“The Lord protect me that night.”

He concludes, “Let us run to
Jesus for salvation for our souls, he
shall remove the fear of death and
shall protect from evil forces.”

Let the Bible have a final word,
for we read in John, chapter 3
verses 16 to 18, “For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life. For
God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved
through him. Whoever believes in
him is not condemned, but whoever
does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed
in the name of the only Son of God.”

[ )

If you would like to know more
about God, systematic study of
God’s Word (Bible), and grow
spiritually, we welcome you to
join a free Bible study course

Emmaus

Correspondence
School

LUKE 24:27

STUDY THE BIBLE WITH
EMMAUS CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL

Over 70 years experience in correspondence ministry;
nearly 25 million courses in 128 languages already
distributed in more than 100 countries.

Biblically sound & solid! Uncomplicated and straightforward.
Flexible studying times — study at your own home, time & pace.
CONTACT:

Blantyre: ECS, PO BOX 31621,Chichiri, Blantyre 3 0885 010 009
Zomba: ECS, PO BOX 768, Zomba 0995 361 850 0888 004 853
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How does the Bible's teaching relate to everyday life in Africa?

Fear on Every Side is a new approach to practical Biblical teaching for everyone
who lives and works in Africa. Using the format of a novel, Fear on Every Side offers
an exciting read. Beautifully illustrated with contemporary photographs, along with
challenging discussion questions and Biblical references at the end of every chapter.

The Journey of Life?
The Christian life is like a long journey. Like every journey, it has a beginning
and an end. There are people we meet on the way and things that happen, both
encouraging and disappointing, joyful and sad, exciting and frightening. This book
helps us prepare for what we are going to meet as we walk ‘the journey of life.’
Available in Chichewa also.

The adventures of Blessings Minibus

The adventures of BLESSINGS MINIBUS are designed to help the children of
contemporary Africa to understand the parables of Jesus and their messages.
Each book has some Bible studies at the end to study Jesus’ parables more deeply.
Blessings Minibus and the Journey to South Africa: One of Blessings’ friends
goes to South Africa and finds that life there is not as wonderful as he had assumed.
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Blessings Minibus and Rules Minibus Patrol: Rules Minibus Patrol refuses to
forgive Blessings for a small bump and so gets into trouble with an Honest Police
Land Cruiser.

Available from bookshops and church bookstores throughout Malawi

Contact: 0885 010 009 or write to P.O. Box 31621, Chichiri Blantyre 3
Email: agapemalawi@gmail.com
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MTANDAWO WA YESU KRISTU

Imfa ya Yesu siinali ngozi. Imfa yake inali pamtima pa dongosolo la Mulungu pa za Mwana wake.
Kudzera mwa Yesu, Mulungu anabweretsa chipulumutso ku dziko lapansi. Yesu anapereka moyo
wake modzipereka, mofuna kuti ukhale nsembe chifukwa cha machimo athu.

Kuwerenga Kwa Mau A Mulungu

Poyambira, werenganiko ndimezi zopezeka m’Buku Loyera:
Marko 10:45; Yohane 1:29; Machitidwe Atumwi 2:23; Aroma 3:21-26; 2 Akorinto 5:18-19, 21;
Aheberi 2:14, 15; 9:26; 1 Petro 1:19-20; 3:18; 1 Yohane 2:2; 4:9-10.

PHUNZIROLI MWACHIDULE
TAONA zimene zinachitika pa
kupachikidwa kwa Yesu pa mtanda
ndi mazunzo ake. Koma kodi ndi
chifukwa chiyani lye anafa? Kodi Imfa
yake ikukwanira bwanji m'chikonzero
cha Mulungu?

Imfa yake linali dongosolo la
Mulungu (Machitidwe Atumwi 2:23)
asanalenge dziko lapansi (1 Petro
1:19, 20). Yesu anafa ndi cholinga
choti apereke moyo wake dipo
la machimo athu (Marko 10:45).
Yesu anachita kupereka moyo
wake mofuna kuti ukhale nsembe
pa machimo athu. Palibe amene
anatenga moyo wake kwa lye
(Yohane 10:17, 18). Anabwera kuti
adzachotse uchimo pakupereka
moyo wake ngati nsembe (Aheberi
9:26).

Zoona zake ndi zakuti, imfa yake
Yesu inali chifukwa chomwe lye
anabwerera ku dziko lino lapansi.
Nthawi zambiri mu uthenga
wabwino wa Yohane lye ananena
kuti nthawi ya ntchito yake siinafike
(Yohane 2:4; 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20). Koma
pamene sabata ya mazunzo ake
inayandikira, Yesu ananena kuti
“nthawi"yafika (Yohane 12:23,

27). Uneneri wa imfa ya Yesu
unaneneredwa mu m'Chipangano
Chakale (chitsanzo, Masalimo 22;
Yesaya 53).

Imfa ya Yesu ikutsimikizidwa
chifukwa chakuti ili

( u \

(Chibvumbulutso 5:9)
Cholinga cha imfa ya Yesu ndi
chakuti, lye mwini, kunyamula
katundu wathu wauchimo ndi
kulandira kwa Mulungu chilango
chimene chinayenera ife (Yesaya
53:6, 12; 1 Petro 2:24). Imfa yake inali
nsembe ya m'mlowam’malo kuchotsa
mkwiyo wa Mulungu (Aroma 3:25); 1
Yohane 2:2), kupereka chikhululukiro
cha machimo, kupulumutsa mtundu
wa anthu (Aefeso 1:7; Akolose 1:13,
14), ndi kuyanjanitsa anthu kwa
Mulungu (2 Akorinto 5:18).
M'Chipangano Chakale nyama
zimaperekedwa nsembe m'malo
mwa anthu ochimwa. Uku kunali
kulowa m’'malo.

amayenera kuika manja ake pa mutu
pa nyama. Zimenezi zimapangitsa
umodzi wa wochimwa uja ndi
nyama yoperekedwa nsembeyo.
Ngati tikufuna kuti machimo athu
akhululukidwe, tayenera kukhala
m’'modzi ndi Yesu pakukhulupirira
mwa lye ngati Mbuye ndi
Mpulumutsi wathu.

Ubwino waukulu wa imfa ya Yesu
ndi wakuti mkwiyo wa Mulungu
unatembenuzidwa ku tchimo lathu
ndi kupita kwa Yesu. |zi ndi zimene
zimatanthauza tikamati Yesu ndi
Chichotsa mkwiyo wa Mulungu pa
machimo athu (Aroma 3:25; 1 Yohane
2:2).

Ali pamtanda,

Chimodzimodzinso

“Uneneri wa

Yesu anapirira

Yesu.anafa imfa ya Yesu chiweruzo cha .
ngati nsembe Mulungu pa tchimo
yolowam'malo unaneneredwa ndipo mkwiyo
mwa ife chifukwa mu m'Chipangano wolungama wa

cha machimo athu. Chakale” Mulungu pa tchimo

lye, “wolungama”

unakhutitsidwa.

anafera
“wosalungama” (1 Petro 3:18)."lye
[Mulungu], anamyesera [Yesu],
ameneyo sanadziwe uchimo kukhala
tchimo m’'malo mwathu” (2 Akorinto
5:21). Pamene Yesu anafa pamtanda,
anazunzika koopsa. lye ananyamula
uchimo wa munthu komanso
mkwiyo wa Mulungu.
M’Chipangano Chakale, nyama
zimene zimasankhidwa kukhala
nsembe zimayenera
kufa—ndi mwazi wake

pakatikati pa chikonzero
cha Mulungu. Imfaya YeSl:l ukukhetsedwa. Zimenezi
Yesu inali yoposeratu anali zimaonetsa mtengo
kuponderezedwa kwa wopanda wa tchimo. Popanda
chilungamo. tchimo kukhetsa mwazi palibe
KUFUNIKA KWA IMFA z kukhululukidwa kwa
YA YESU choncho | machimo (Aheberi

Ubwino wa imfa ya anayenera 9:22). Nyama zimene
Yesu ukuoneka pamene kukhal zimasankhidwa kuti zikhale
tikuona kuti gawo UKhala nsembe zimayenera
lalikulu la mauthenga nsembe Ya | kukhalazopanda chilema.
abwino limakamba machimo Yesu anali wopanda tchimo
za sabata imene Yesu (1 Petro 1:19; 1 Yohane

anafa. Popanda imfa
yake sipakanakhala
chipulumutso (Machitidwe Atumwi
4:12). Sipakanakhala njira yakuti
munthu akanamabwera kwa
Mulungu (Yohane 14:6; 1 Timoteo
2:5). Kupembedza konse kumalunjika
ku imfa yake kumwamba

. athu” )

3:5), choncho anayenera
kukhala nsembe ya
machimo athu. Chiyankhulo cha
Chipangano Chakale chagwiritsidwa
ntchito pa imfa ya Yesu (Yohane 1:29;
1 Akorinto 5:7; 1 Petro 1:19).
Wochimwa M’Chipangano
Chakale akamapereka nsembe

—
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wiTH KARL FAASE

in coffee?

Is love unlimited? ¢« ..

DO YOU see love like yeast in dough or like sugar

Some see love like sugar in coffee, in that
there is a limited supply. We only have so much

love to give to others and, like sugar in coffee, we only have one teaspoon,
no matter how big the cup.

But | believe love is more like yeast in dough. You can put a small amount
in the dough and it slowly permeates the whole batch. In fact, you can take
that dough and add it to another batch and the process repeats itself. The
more you use the yeast, the greater it gets.

God's love for us and our love for others is really a limitless supply. The
more we give love, the more it spreads and hence, the greater its influence.
Be sure to demonstrate your love to others today. °

Nsembe
inaperekedwa kwa Mulungu ndipo
zofuna zake zinakwaniritsidwa.

Ndiponso, kudzera ku imfa yake,
Yesu analipira dipo la machimo athu,
choncho anapereka chiombolo
cha m'mene machimo athu
angakhululukidwire. Kudzera mu
imfa ya Yesu tikhoza kulandira
chikhululuko ku machimo athu
(Aefeso 1:17). lye amatimasula
ku goli la uchimo, Mdyerekezi ndi
undekha (Aroma 6:18, 22; Aheberi
2:14,15). Chifukwa cha imfa Yake,
tikhoza kukhala mu chilungamo cha
Mulungu (1 Petro 2:24).

Kudzera mwa Yesu tikhoza
kulungamitsidwa kwa Mulungu (2
Akorinto 5:18). Chifukwa cha uchimo
wathu pali udani pakati pa ife ndi
Mulungu. Yesu anaika mtendere
chifukwa cha imfa yake (Akolose
1:20-23). lye wapanga kuthekera kuti
ife tikhale pa chiyanjano komanso pa
mtendere ndi Mulungu (Aroma 5:1).

Imfa ya Yesu inali chifukwa
cha chikondi cha Mulungu. lye
anatumiza Mwana wake (Yohane
3:16). Sitiyenera kuganiza kuti
mtanda ngati Mwana wa chikondi
kukhutiritsa, kusangalatsa Mulungu
wolusa.

Njira ina yosangalatsa
yomvetsetsera mtanda wa Yesu ndi
kuzindikira kuti pamtanda machimo
athu anachotsedwa kwa ife kupita
kwa Kristu. Tsono tikakhulupirira
Kristu, chilungamo cha Mulungu
chimapatsidwa kwa ife.

“Ameneyo sanadziwe uchimo
anamyesera uchimo m'malo mwathu;
kuti ife tikhale chilungamo cha
Mulungu mwa lye” (2 Akorinto 5:21).

Pamene Yesu anafa, lye anapirira
mkwiyo wa Mulungu komanso
chilango cha Mulungu. lye
“anasiyidwa” mu nthawi ya mdima.
Siinali misomali ndi zikwapu
zimene zinali chilango cha uchimo;
koma chilango chochokera kwa
Mulungu. Woyerayo anakhala
tchimo, Wamuyayayo anafa, amene
anakhala m'chiyanjano ndi Atate ake
nthawi zonse anakanidwa. Ntchito
ya chipulumutso inali pakati pa
Mulungu ndi Mwana wake. lyi inali
imfa ya Mwana wa Mulungu!

KUPHUNZIRA
MALEMBO /
OYERA ..o

Mkusindikiza kwa Nyuzipepala iyi ya Challenge Newspaper, tili ndi gawo lachisanu
ndi awiri za maphunziro kuchokera m'Buku Lopatulika. Timaphunzira zosiyana
zokhudza Yesu Kristu. Tikufunsa, “Kodi Kristu Ndi Ndani?”

Cholinga chake ndi chakuti inuyo, owerenga, mudzilimbikitsidwa pakuwerenga
choonadi chopezeka m’Baibulo, komanso kulimbikitsidwa kuwerenga Baibulo
pa inu nokha. Mu mkusindikiza kwa Nyuzipepalayi kukubweraku maphunziro
ena atsopano. Mulungu amalankhula nafe kudzera m’Mau ake, Malembo Oyera.

Ndi chinthu chabwino kuti tidzakhale ndi nthawi ya kuwerenga zimene Mulungu
akufuna kuti atiuze kudzera m’Mau ake. I1zitu ndi zofunikira kwambiri kuposa
kumva uthenga kuchokera kwa alaliki ngakhalenso ziphunzitso za zipembedzo.

IMFA YA KRISTU INAPINDULA
CHIGONJETSO

Tayenera kuganiza kuti imfa
ya Yesu inapindula chifukwa lye
anamaliza ntchito yake

adani athu. lye anagonjetsa zoipa

zonse za dziko lino (Agalatiya 1:4).

Yesu anagonjetsa Mdyerekezi ndi

amithenga ake (Aheberi 2:14; Akolose
2:15).

imene anamutumizira.

Anatimasula ife

u g
Mu Yohane 17, !\ltChltO ya ku mphamvu za mdima
patangotsala pang'ono chlpulumutso ndi zilakolako zoipa ndi
kuti apachikidwe, inali pakati pa | kudzikonda (Agalatiya
lye anati, “Ine . 5:24).
ndalemekeza Inu MUIungu ndi FUNSO LOTI

padziko lapansi.
M’mene ndinatsiriza

Mwana wake.”

MUGANIZE MOZAMA!

ntchito imene

munandipatsa ndichite” (Yohane
17:4). Atatsala pang'ono kufa, mau
ake omaliza anali “Kwatha!” (Yohane
19:30).

Kupindula kwina kwa imfa ya Yesu
ndi kwakuti lye anaonetsa mkhalidwe
wangwiro wake mu nthawi iliyonse
yovuta. Anali wodzichepetsa,
wotumikira, ndinso womvera
(Afilipi 2:6-8). lye anadziwika ndi
kudziletsa. Pamene anamunena
mwa chipongwe, lye sanayankhe
mwa chipongwe (1 Petro 2:23). lye
anakhululukira adani ake (Luka
23:24). Mkhalidwe wake unatisiyira
chitsanzo choti ife titsatire (Afilipi
2:5).

Imfa yake pamtanda inakwaniritsa
zinthu zotsatira zonsezi:

+ lye anakwaniritsa zofuna za
Mulungu—Woweruza wa machimo
athu (1 Yohane 2:2).

- lye anatiyanjanitsa ife tonse,
komanso ndi Mulungu (2 Akorinto
5:18; Aefeso 2:16)

« Analowam’malo mwa Chilamulo
cha Mose ngati pangano limene
Mulungu amatiweruzira (Agalatiya
3:13; Akolose 2:14).

+ Anamaliza ntchito Yake—inali
“nsembe ya nthawi zonse” (Aheberi
10:11-12).

+ Kudzera mu imfa yake ya
pamtanda, Yesu anagonjetsa

Kodi ngati Yesu
kudzera mu imfa yake
anagonjetsa Mdyerekezi, m'chifukwa
chiyani Mdyerekezi amatha
kugwirabe ntchito m’miyoyo yathu?

Powerenga ndimezi mungalipeze
yankho : Aroma 6:9-14; Aefeso
4:25-32; Yakobo 4:7; Chibvumbulutso
20:10-15.

Yesu Kristu ndi munthu wabwino!
lye ndi Mwana wa Mulungu
wangwiro amene anabwera
momvera chifuniro cha Atate
ake ndi kudzipereka moyo wake
ngati nsembe ya machimo athu.
Kudzera mu imfa yake, lye “kwa
nthawi zonse” anathana ndi bvuto
la tchimo. Kudzera mwa lye, tili
nacho chikhululukiro cha machimo,
chipulumutso chamuyaya, ndi
kumasulidwa ku mphamvu ya tchimo
m'miyoyo yathu tsiku ndi tsiku.
Kupembedza konse kumalunjika
kwa lye kumwamba. Tsiku lina wina
aliyense, kulikonse, adzagwadwira lye
ndi kunena kuti Yesu ndi Ambuye ku
ulemerero wa Mulungu Atate (Afilipi
2:10, 11). Alleluia! Mpulumutsi!

Phunziro ili, kuchokera m'Buku
Lopatulika, lidzapitirira
mkusindikiza kwa Nyuzipepalayi
kukubweraku, tikadzaona
Maphunziro ena atsopano.

MULOWEZE NDIME IZ]
M'MTIMA MWANU:

“Pakuti Kristunso anamva zowawa kamodzi, chifukwa cha machimo,
wolungama m'malo mwa osalungama, kuti akatifikitse kwa Mulungu;
wophedwatu m'thupi, koma wopatsidwa moyo mumzimu.” 1 Petro
3:18

“Tikati kuti tilibe uchimo, tidzinyenga tokha, ndipo mwa ife mulibe
choonadi. Ngati tibvomereza machimo athu, ali wokhulupirika ndi
wolungama lye, kuti atikhululukire machimo athu, ndi kutisambitsa
kutichotsera chosalungama chili chonse.” 1 Yohane 1:8-9



hen Oscar Tshiebwe

moved to the USA from

The Democratic Republic

of the Congo to play
basketball, his high school coach
ridiculed him.

“You are the worst player we ever
had,” he told him.

But Oscar had faith he would
succeed. His coach laughed when
he told him he would one day play
for Kentucky. But he did from 2021,
and last year he was the consensus
National College Player of the year.

In two seasons he pulled down a
jaw-dropping 1317 rebounds.

Oscar grew up in Lubumbashi,
Democratic Republic of the Congo,
where he started out playing soccer.
But due to his tall height, he was
encouraged to play basketball. He
attended a basketball camp led
by Congolese National Basketball
Association (NBA) player Bismack
Biyombo and a new course was set
for his life.

However, when he was 13 years
old, tragedy struck Oscar’s family
when his father died after being
poisoned. His killer was never
brought to justice.

Oscar told CBN what he
remembered about the day his
father died: “Thirty minutes before
he passed he said, ‘Grab a chair.’

I grab a chair and I sit right there
and he started talking to me. He

INSPIREI
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said, ‘Don’t ever forget
about God no matter
where you go. Don’t lose
God because when you
lose God, you lose your
life. Always listen to
what I'm telling you. You
gotta take care of your
family.”

Oscar had been raised
in a Christian home but
his father’s death caused
him to be angry at God.
He cried out to God in
anger, “Why did this
have to happen?” But
the more Oscar spent
time with God, the more
he realized he needed
Him.

“I said, ‘No, maybe I
need to give my heart
to God. Maybe I need to
pay attention,” because
my daddy always told
me, ‘No matter what
happens in your life,
don’t let that thing affect
your relationship with
God, because God has
great plans for your life
and your dream.”

Oscar put his faith and
trust in Jesus. He worked hard at
basketball and at 15, he moved to
the United States.

“I had no family, I could not

Could God love someone like me?

Kodi Mulungu angathe kukonda munthu
ngati ine?

The Bible says: “... if you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from
the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)

The Bible also says: “Yet to all who received Him, to those
who believed in His name, He gave the right to become

children of God.” (John 1:12)

If you would like more advice about spiritual matters or
more information about Challenge - The Good News Paper
(Malawi Edition) please write to (see address below):

Kodi Mulungu angathe kukonda munthu ngati ine?

Mau a Mulungu akuti: “... ngati uvomereza ndi pakamwa
pako kuti Yesu ndi Ambuye, ndipo ukhulupirira mumtima
mwako Mulungu adamuukitsa kwa akufa, udzapulumuka.”

(Aroma 10:9)

Mau a Mulungu akutinso: “Koma onse amene
anamlandira lye, kwa iwo anapatsa mphamvu yakukhala
ana a Mulungu, kwa iwotu akukhulupirira dzina lake.”

(Yohane 1:12).

Ngati mufuna kulandira malangizo apadera okhudza
zauzimu kapena ngati mufuna kudziwa za mbiri za
Challenge - The Good News Paper (Malawi Edition)

lemberani ku:

CHALLENGE MALAWI
P.O. Box 31621 Chichiri Blantyre 3
Phone 0885 010 009

Email: challenge_mw@gmail.com www.challengenews.org/mw

speak any English,” Oscar told
CBN.

“We could not communicate with
anybody. Most of the people think
like I was going to fail; I was going
to go back home. People making
fun of me, I don’t even know what
they say. My coach never wanted to
play me in high school
my first two years, he
told me, ‘You are the
worst player we ever
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Oscar Tshiebwe #34 of the Kentucky
Wildcats lays the ball in against
Nae’Qwan Tomlin #35 of the Kansas

State Wildcats during the NCAA Men’s
Basketball Tournament in March 2023.
(Photo by Jared C. Tilton/Getty Images)

he averaged 8.5 points and 7.8
rebounds through 10 games.

In 2021 Oscar transferred to
the Kentucky Wildcats — his goal
achieved. At 6’9” and 260 pounds
(118 kilograms), Oscar is an
imposing presence on the court. In
his first game he tallied 17 points
and 20 rebounds
in a 79—71 loss to
Duke. At the end of
the season he was

’ -
had. Like good luck I m g°|ng to named the Sporting
with that.’ I told him, ‘T News National

will play for Kentucky try to Change Player of the Year
one day.” They the W0r|d. and the unanimous
laughed. They made a Southeastern

joke. But I went back —,, Conference Player of
in the scriptures, read, the Year.

but the scripture told us anything Then Oscar had a new goal — to
is possible to those who work hard play for the NBA.

and believe in God. [Editor’s note:
The Bible in fact says “with God all
things are possible”.] I say, ‘Why
the Bible says, anything is possible,
but everybody here told me it’s
impossible for me to get there?’ I
say, ‘I will stick with the Word of
God. I don’t care what people say.
I'm going to stick with the Word of
God. If 'm going to fail, 'm going
to fail with the Word of God.”

Oscar initially played college
basketball for the West Virginia
Mountaineers and in his second
game he was named the Newcomer
of the Week.

At the end of the season he
had averaged 11.2 points and 9.3
rebounds per game as a freshman
while shooting 55 percent from the
field and was named to the Second
Team All-Big 12 and the All-
Newcomer Team. As a sophomore,

“I told [God], ‘T want to be an
NBA player. I want to get there. I
want to help other people and help

my family. But I cannot get there by
myself.”

Even this goal has already been
achieved, when earlier this year the
23-year-old centre was signed by
the NBA’s Indiana Pacers, on a two-
way contract with the Fort Wayne
Mad Ants of the NBA G League.

Oscar also dreams of becoming a
public speaker one day.

“I want to speak for God. I
want to stand up and help a lot of
different people. I want to go back
home and help. I want to be the
example of what my daddy did. My
daddy did [without] having a lot of
money, but if I have money, I think
I can do better. I'm going to help
somebody else. I'm going to try to
change the world ... I want people
to know that God is everything. I
want people to know that God has
changed my life, He can change
their life too.” °
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